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Happy Easter from everyone here at St Bede's

Welcome to another addition of our half termly newsletter. It only seems like
five minutes since I was writing the last edition, this has been a fast term but
one that has been packed full of lots of success and exceptional experiences
for our pupils.

I would like to take this opportunity for everyone to have a thought for our
Year 11 pupils. As we approach Easter their external examinations get nearer.
We have been impressed with their dedication and focus over recent weeks,
and we know they are working hard to achieve the success they are capable
of and deserve. We wish them every success and hope they work hard but
also relax over the Easter break.

I wish all of our families and our community a peaceful and holy Easter
period.



Bede's Chamber Choir 
Archdiocese Champions!

On Tuesday 21st March, we took part in the archdiocese schools' Choir of the
Year 2023. There was tough competition from 8 schools, however the
Chamber Choir and Joel Norbury took the trophy. We gained first place across
all the schools and we are so proud of each and every one of them.



News from the RE department

Year 9 The Finding God... Philosophy Projects

Year 9 students have had the opportunity to explore Arguments for the Existence of God and 
Evil & Suffering, in a creative and personal way. Students worked hard to produce impressive 
learning boards and essays during RE lessons and at home over the last half-term. The 
projects were displayed on the stage in the school hall and made for an interesting backdrop 
during the assemblies last week.
Well done to all Year 9 students for their enthusiasm and effort throughout the project.

Congratulations to the Finalists:
Isaac Charlton – Finding God in the Turkey- Syria Earthquake
Lucy Dwerryhouse – Finding God in Natural Evil
Ava Sparks & Emily Griffin – Finding God in the Favela’s
Isla Monaghan – Finding God in Evolution
Maddison Hunt & Phoebe Duffey – Finding God in Natural Evil
Dulcie Jackson- Hutton & Chloe Lewis-Jones – Finding God in Human Suffering



RE Winners

1st Place – Evie Caddick & 
Olivia Birmingham 
Finding God in War

2nd Place – Poppy Stevens 
& Eleanor Greenhouse 
Finding God in Volcanic 
Eruptions



RE Winners

3rd Place - Shea Ryan-
Davies 
Finding God in the 9/11 
Terror Attacks



News from the RE department

The Live Simply Award
Year 7 have been continuing their 
mission to live out Pope Francis’ 
message to care for our common 
home. Inspired by Laudato Si’, Year 7 
classes have planned projects that will 
benefit the environment in the school 
grounds and beyond.

‘As a group leader, I want to promote and encourage 
younger generations to care for our world as we only have 
once chance to get it right!’ Eva Roberts, Year 7 Student.

‘We really hope that  community will 
support our ideas to save the bees and 
create a friendly environment for local 
wildlife. We believe that God’s creation 
should not have to suffer because of the 
actions of humans.’ Elsa Toner, Year 7 
Student.



News from the RE department

Students in all classes are working hard in preparation to launch their projects
after Easter. Well done to 7W3 who raised £218 by encouraging the
community to wear green for International Forest Day. The RE team and Year
7 students are very excited to launch all projects next term in an attempt to
inspire the community to:

Live Simply

Live in Solidarity

Live Sustainably



Year 7 Visit Robinwood



Year 7 Visit Robinwood



Sporting Achievements

Massive congratulations to Ethan and Lucas Read.

Both boys regularly swim for Ormskirk Otters and are regularly involved in regional
competitions. During the annual Ormskirk Otters awards evening both boys took
home a vast array of medals and trophies from different races and events.

Lucas was named as the clubs most improved swimmer for the boys and Ethan was
names as the junior boys captain for the next 12 months.

What an incredible achievement, we know their family is incredibly proud of them
and as a school we are too. We look forward to hearing of more supporting success

from the boys in the near future.



Sporting Achievements

Jack Birch made a great start in the first race of the season, in Anglesey,
gaining a finish on the podium with 2nd place. He was also interviewed by
Motorsport News who will be writing a piece about him for their newspaper.



Sporting Achievements

The Under 14 Girls Football team were crowned West Lancashire Schools
champions a few weeks ago! They are a wonderful bunch of students that
are dedicated to football and their hard work has most definitely paid off!!
We are so proud of you all, keep up the great work.



Year 10 
Business and Enterprise Week

Another fun week for our Year 10 pupils as they took part in a week long event focusing on
Business and Enterprise. Over the week everyone fully engaged, developing their skills
of teamwork, working to deadlines, presentation and communication. The week finished
with a mock interview with 22 external business professionals visiting school to support
the development of this important skill and technique.
Throughout the week all visitors to school and staff involved commented on how
incredible Year 10 were. We are planning a reward to celebrate their attitude.



Year 10 Business and Enterprise Week



Year 10
Retreat

Year 10 reflected on choices, how we make those choices and the
consequences of our actions. We also reflected on God’s forgiving and
benevolent nature and laid our burdens down on the cross. We were
privileged to hear Pastor Billy McCurrie’s testimony on how some of his
decisions shaped his life. Year 10 also discussed strategies on the process of
discernment. We burned the burdens that year 10 wrote and placed them
in God’s hands.

Again, behaviour and attitude from our Year 10 cohort was exceptional.
They are a Year group making everyone proud across the school.



Year 11 Revision



Year 11
Hoodies and 

Yearbook

Mr Doolan

Message from Mr Doolan...

I'm delighted to be writing to you to offer you the opportunity

to purchase a Class of 2023 Yearbook & Leavers’ Hoody for
your child.

We are working with Fizz, the UK's premier supplier of
Leavers’ Yearbooks and Hoodies, and are eagerly

anticipating what are sure to be wonderful keepsakes to
celebrate their time at the school.

The Hoodies will have a large ‘23’ print on the back,
containing the names of all students in the Year Group, and

will also feature an embroidered logo on the front.
Students can pick from a range of 79 different colours.

Our Yearbooks will feature messages from staff, portraits,
photographs and comments from students which are sure to

bring back many happy memories for years to come, and is
the perfect way of capturing all of those priceless moments

from the school years that have flown by so quickly.

All of the students have the opportunity to purchase a

Yearbook, Leavers’ Hoody, or indeed both. It is essential that
their orders are placed in plenty of time so that they don't

miss out. There will only be one order; students will not be
able to place orders after 23rd April 2023.

To place an order, please visit the following

website:

https://shop.fizz-group.co.uk/

Our School Unique ID is: 26796YR11

You must place an order before 23rd April 2023. I cannot

stress this deadline enough, as we do not want anyone to be
disappointed. The school will not be ordering any spare
Yearbooks or Hoodies, so if your child later wishes they'd

ordered one once they see other students with theirs,
unfortunately it will be too late! So please don't miss out.

All orders will be delivered direct to school for you to collect.
We will advise when this will be in due course.

https://shop.fizz-group.co.uk/


Year 8 Artist 
Workshop

We were excited to offer Year 8 the opportunity to attend a
workshop with James Owen Thomas. James is a well-known artist
who has appeared on Countryfile and Gardeners World. He was
diagnosed with autism at the age of 3. He found a love of art at an
early age and enjoyed visiting art galleries, saying that brightly
coloured art would often calm him.
James is passionate about the environment and all of his pieces are
made using recycled materials.
Our Year 8 students started off making a tile out of cardboard,
scratch cards and reclaimed textiles that were waste from curtain
making. They then moved on to a larger picture of various trees that
James had photographed and collaged recycled materials on to the
top of the image.
It was a valuable and enjoyable day and all of the students involved
loved it, as did the artist.



Year 8 Artist 
Workshop



Year 8 Artist 
Workshop



Rosie the muscical

On Wednesday 22nd March, the Chamber Choir visited a recording studio and
theatre to record and film a beautiful song and video to promote a new
musical that has been written by the composer Chris Broom.
“Rosie” is a new musical based on the inspirational true story of Miss Rosie
Boote who was brought up in a remote Irish convent before following her
dream of living an exciting and adventurous life in Edwardian London’s West
End.
‘Lord We Thank You For This Day’ is a stunning hymn that is sung by a set of
pupils (Chamber Choir) and Rosie (Lucy Thomas – a 19 year old professional
singer) who attend the convent school. The composer and Lucy were both
present on the day. What an experience for the girls!



Rosie the musical



Chaplaincy News

Jacinta Brown

Easter preparation.
Ash Wednesday Service.
There are times when we live as if God were far away when in fact he never leaves us. Our
Ash Wednesday service allowed all pupils and staff the opportunity to reflect on the
constant presence of God and the necessity for all of us to return to Him, to grow closer to
him, through prayer, fasting and alms giving. As young Catholics, the opportunity to reflect
through prayer and Liturgy on the truth that God is with us and ready to meet us where
we are and as we are , is an essential and hope filled part of their faith journey. Many
thanks to the pupils who helped to prepare and deliver the Ash Wednesday service, as
ever, they continue to be an example to follow.

Reconciliation Prayer Service.
As part of our preparation for Easter, all pupils and staff participated in a non -sacramental
service of reconciliation. Through scripture, music , media and contemplative prayer, the
service invited pupils to reflect on their relationship with God and the habits and
behaviours which can distance us from God. A guided examination of conscience allowed
them to reflect upon their own behaviours, the truths about themselves and their
relationships with others and God. It is hoped that the service enabled us all to move
closer to God, our neighbour and the people God created us to be. Our Liturgy group
played a key role in planning and delivering the service so many , many thanks to this
wonderful group of young people.

Year 10 Retreat
Our young people are expected to make choices and decisions every day. Amidst the
many challenges facing our young people, the need to explore appropriate ways to help
our children make wise choices and discern and hear God’s voice in a range of
circumstances is essential. This is the aim of our Year 10 retreat on Discernment.
Over the course of the day, year 10 pupils took part in a number of sessions all designed
to develop their understanding of discernment, reflect upon the impact of choices and
consequence and above all, to enable them to grow closer to God, their neighbour and
an understanding of their ‘true’ self.
A huge thank you to Pastor Billy McCurrie ,Mr Oakley and Mrs Glover whose participation
meant a thoroughly beautiful, thought provoking and empowering retreat day was
enjoyed by all of our pupils. We are blessed to have such wonderful people
accompanying our children in their faith journey.
The pupils themselves were exceptional. They exuded engagement and positivity and
their thought provoking questions and positive feedback at the end of the day confirmed
the value of the day. They were a credit to themselves, the school and their parents and
carers.



Chaplaincy News

Jacinta Brown

Good Shepherd Appeal 2023- St Bede’s Masked Dancer

For the first time ever, St Bede’s staff took to the floor in our very own Masked Dancer
Competition.
As part of our Good Shepherd fundraising appeal, 12 tremendous members of staff took
part in our whole school dance competition. Form classes raised funds which allowed
them to guess the disguised members of staff , some of whom danced in a manner which
can only be described as…. unforgettable. A huge thanks to all involved and especially to
our 12 dancers, identities will be revealed in our next newsletter with pictures!



Chaplaincy

Jacinta Brown

Bede Fest
Bede Fest is a St Bede’s tradition and is one of our biggest fundraisers
for The Good Shepherd Appeal. Last year we raised over £3000 and if
we can raise anywhere near that this year we will be delighted and so
grateful. We look forward to sharing pictures and a total with you, in
our next newsletter. A huge thanks to our wonderful Staff band who
make the event possible. The time and effort they put in to ensuring
the pupils enjoy the event is brilliant and hugely appreciated.
Above all, thanks to all of you, our parents and carers , whose
generosity means that we can support Nugent Care , and The Good
Shepherd Appeal. Many , many thanks
We wish you and your families a blessed and peaceful Easter. God
Bless.



Science
Fun

Year 8 - Speed modelling of irregular objects and finding 
their density using Euraka cans and top pan Balance.

Cabbage indicators



The Science 
of Sound

11 Separate Science Physics

Pupils made speakers. Electrical current converted into 
soundwaves using a simple model of a speaker containing 
magnets.



Year 8 (& 
Ms Rasburn) 
Investigate 
Conduction 
by making 
us all some 
pancakes



Alumni Event makes it to local press



News from 
MFL

Year 7 enjoyed a visit from Onatti Theater Productions

It truly was a fantastic event with excellent behaviour
and engagement from the whole year group. We
certainly learned why it is a good idea to learn a
language!



News from 
MFL

Memories of the Black Forest
Gunther and Loretta served our Year 8 pupils a delicious
lunch of Bratwurst und Pommes or Käsespätzle. Take a
look at these fantastic pictures! Despite the poor weather
a good time was had by all!



News from 
MFL



Gunther also wrote a Black Forest quiz for our pupils and brought German
chocolate in as prizes – could you get 10/10?

MFL News

Calling all our pupils who study a language!
Keep checking your emails and shared folder of videos with voice recordings
created by Mrs Gallagher. These videos cover a range of topic areas, cultural
aspects of the language and also grammar. They can be used as support with
aspects of your learning, or for extra challenge and extension, if you feel like
learning a new aspect of the language!
The most recent additions include short sessions on how to be less boring when
giving opinions in French!



Literacy in 
Languages



News from 
MFL

Language Ambassadors
If you would like to be a Language Ambassador, please
chat to your subject teacher about the kinds of events
and activities they are involved in and the level of
commitment required.

Italian Club
Every Thursday lunchtime with Mrs Gallagher and Miss 
Ferries in N3. New pupils always welcome.



News from 
MFL

Our book of the month for April



Mr Oakley 
continues his 
fundraising 

mission



Extra-
Curricular 

Tennis

Ormskirk Tennis Club Open Day

Saturday 1st April 2023
10am to 4pm

All ages and abilities welcome

Visit our fantastic facilities, collect your coaching discount 
voucher and enter our prize draw for a chance to win one of our 
amazing prizes including:

•A free junior membership for the 23/24 season
•A brand new racket
•Free one-to-one lesson

No need to book, just turn up!
Visit our website for further details and directions -
www.ormskirktennisclub.co.uk
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