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WHAT’S THE LATEST FROM 
ST BEDE’S? 

Welcome to another blog! 
It is a real pleasure to share with you so much good news from St Bede’s. So far this term we have seen 

the school filled with a wide variety of extra-curricular activities and school events. The nights are getting 

darker and the weather is getting colder but the school continues to thrive. Our values of love, faith and 

hope are seen everyday in the way our students interact with each other and our school staff.  

In this blog we will celebrate the great work that has gone on and also highlight some of the ways you can 

keep your child safe online. As I said in my letter this week, we need to ensure that we keep our school 

community safe in person and online. It is the duty of students, staff and parents to make sure this 

happens. You can see how we can all do this together later in the blog.  

Don’t forget, you can keep up to date with all our latest news via our various social media platforms 

which can be viewed here: https://www.sbchs.co.uk/social-media-links/.  

St Bede’s Fall Silent in Remembrance 
Throughout the week, commencing Monday 8th November, the assemblies concentrated on the 

importance of Remembrance Day, Thursday 11th November. On Thursday itself a Remembrance service 

was held to commemorate all those who have been killed in War. 

The whole school, pupils, teachers, and non-teaching staff gathered in the yard. Mr. Bourke (Head of RE) 

introduced the service, Mrs. Woods (Acting Deputy Head) read a passage from the Bible and Mr. Holt 

(Assistant Head), read part of the poem, For the Fallen. This was followed by the minutes silence and 

finished with the Last Post. The pupils were exemplary throughout, remaining totally silent and showing 

the greatest respect. They were a credit to themselves and the school. 

 

https://www.sbchs.co.uk/social-media-links/
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Welcome Mrs Woods! 
Thank you very much for my warm welcome to St Bede’s. It has been a pleasure to meet 

many pupils and parents over my first few weeks in post. I am truly honoured to take on the 

role of Deputy Headteacher and fulfil a lifelong dream of mine. St Bede's already feels like 

home and I am truly excited about being a member of the family. Prior to working at St 

Bede's, I have a long history of working in different educational settings including teaching 

languages, leading high schools, working for Multi Academy Trusts and in school 

improvement.  

My mantra is clear. If it is not good enough for my own children, then it is not good enough 

for the 716 children in the St Bede's family. I am passionate about providing our pupils with 

a world class Catholic education, based on the firm foundations and values of love, faith, 

and hope.  I am sure I will get to know you all over the coming months but if you would like 

to pop into school to meet me, please don't hesitate to get in touch.   

Storming heaven with prayer for God’s Creation - 
COP26 
Recognising the power of prayer and the vital importance of COP 26, the United Nation climate 

Conference, the pupils of St Bede’s Catholic School, Ormskirk, organised two ecumenical prayer vigils 

over the course of the two week conference period. 

The conference, in Glasgow, was possibly one of the last opportunities for the nations of the world to 

ensure that the Paris Agreement of 2015 results in meaningful and just global climate action, ensuring 

that global warming remains well below the 2 degrees that scientists say must not be breached. 

The pupils of St Bede’s Laudato Si group invited members of St Anne’s Environment group and Father 

Godric Timney for an initial lunch to share their ideas and from that began planning the two vigils. They 

were delighted to work with St Anne’s Primary School whose pupils produced beautiful display material 

for the vigils and also participated in the evening’s prayers. The Prayer Vigils offered people the 

opportunity to take time out of their day to stop, reflect, and pray at a time when crucial decisions were 

being made. 



 

 

HEADTEACHER’S BLOG 

 

The pupils prepared the prayers and reflections which were based upon the four key goals for COP 26 

They included countries providing more ambitious climate plans, adaptation measures to protect the 

environment, agreeing on finance to support poorer countries and agreeing a rule-book to guide their 

future collaboration. As part of the vigil, individuals were also asked to reflect on personal environmental 

pledges they could make; as a symbol of their commitment, hessian ribbons were tied on a pledge tree in 

the grounds of St Anne’s Church. 

St Bede’s, Laudato Si Environmental group stated; “We understand how important these talks are and we 

desperately want to see leaders and diplomats united in their determination to address these goals and 

move forwards. In addition to the practical steps we can take as individuals to protect our environment, 

we also recognise the power of prayer in the successful outcome of the conference. Our prayer service 

was an ecumenical event and so we extended our invitation to all churches in the area”. 

St. Bede’s Catholic High School Cultural Capital 

What is Cultural Capital? 
Introduced by French thinker Pierre Bourdieu in the 1970s, cultural capital refers to 

the social and cultural knowledge that can help a student make progress. 

In education, cultural capital should be woven through the whole curriculum, giving 

context and reference points to topics that allow students to build concepts, 

thoughts and behaviours.  

Therefore, the cultural capital definition could be explained as an indicator of how 

well an individual is able to succeed academically and engage in wider society. 

Ofsted 2019: Cultural Capital is “the essential knowledge that pupils need to be educated citizens, 

introducing them to the best that has been thought and said and helping to engender an appreciation of 

human creativity and achievement.” 

Cultural Capital in education could potentially be realised through all aspects of the curriculum – exposing 

students to a large variety of subject areas and arts; promoting character-building qualities that lead to 
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creating well-rounded, global citizens, and of course the more typical expectations of education, which is 

to provide young people with recognised and meaningful qualifications that will open up doors to paths 

in later life. 

St. Bede’s Cultural Capital Vision 
Our vision at St. Bede’s is to enrich every child’s school experience and create an environment where 

they are encouraged to succeed and be the best they can be. 

Cultural capital is about preparing children with the knowledge and skills for what comes next. We realise 

the exploration of new skills and experiences helps to nurture resilience, curiosity and creativity. 

Ultimately, this leads to the growth of new forms of cultural capital that makes a difference in individual 

mindsets and shapes the future. 

In every year group, knowledge and skills are given to the children to extend their experiences to enable 

all children to be better prepared for the next steps of their learning, life and adulthood. 

We aim to construct a varied curriculum that is ambitious and designed to give all learners, including 

SEND and the most 

disadvantaged, the 

knowledge and cultural 

capital they need to 

succeed in life.  

Our curriculum taps 

into many of the social, 

moral, spiritual and 

cultural elements that 

help a child be 

prepared for the next 

step in their lives – whether that’s college, university or a career. Here at St. Bede’s, this is achieved 

within all lessons where we provide plenty of opportunities for questioning, curiosity and creativity, and 

in extra-curricular activities where we provide many opportunities to explore new activities, through 

lunchtime and after-school clubs and on school trips.  

Developing Cultural Capital at St. Bede’s 
As part of our cultural capital development at St. Bede’s, we are 

taking part in a really exciting project with the ‘Global school 

alliance’.  
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Can you spot Mrs Mcmurray on a zoom call with over 25 teachers from 

all around the world?  

Teachers from Tunisia, Jamaica, Morocco, Turkey, Uganda, Croatia, 

Abu Dhabi, Moldova, Romania, Egypt, Spain, Philippines, Indonesia, 

Poland and Peru (to name just a few)  
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Here is some information and pictures that the pupils from Tunisia have sent our pupils so that we can 

learn all about Tunisian culture 
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If you would like to get involved in these exciting projects and find out more 

about other cultures and schools, please email Mrs Mcmurray on 

a.mcmurray@sbchs.co.uk 

 

mailto:a.mcmurray@sbchs.co.uk


 

 

HEADTEACHER’S BLOG 

Music Department 
 

 

 

 

 

 

We are up and running…… 

The music clubs are up and running and there is something for everyone.   

It’s never too late to start!  

There are going to be lots of opportunities in the music department for you to build confidence, make 

news friends and have loads of fun.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Guitar 

Club 

Tuesday 

Tuesday 
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Disneyland Paris 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Disneyland Paris music tour is now booked! 

We are so excited to take our musicians to 

Disneyland Paris in May 2022 to sing on the 

stage in Disney. This is going to be an absolutely 

amazing music tour and one that you will never 

forget! Please make sure that if you are booked 

on the tour that you attend at least 1 music 

group /choir!!!!!! 

Senior choir 

Tuesday 

Keyboard Club 

Friday 



 

 

HEADTEACHER’S BLOG 

 

 

 

 

PERIPATETIC MUSIC LESSONS AT ST. BEDE’S………….. 
peripatetic /ˌpɛrɪpəˈtɛtɪk/ 

noun 1. a person who travels from place to place, especially a teacher who works in more than 

one school or college. 

We are delighted to be able to offer the following music lessons with our experienced musicians. 

Paul Thomas: Woodwind Instruments eg- Clarinet, Saxophone and Flute 

Shaun Geldart: Guitar (acoustic and electric) and Ukulele 

Mark Howard: Drums 

Sarah Monteith: Piano, Singing and Theory 

Lessons are tailored to suit the specific needs and abilities of each pupil. Graded examinations are 

available, and pupils are encouraged to perform both in and out of school. If your chosen instrument is 

not listed, please let us know. 
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If you would like your son or daughter to have music lessons please email s.monteith@sbchs.co.uk or 

a.mcmurray@sbchs.co.uk , include your child’s name and form, which instrument they would like to learn 

and whether you would prefer individual or paired tuition, and I will forward your details directly to the 

teacher. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sarah Monteith (Voice, Piano & Theory)              Sean Geldart    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paul Thomas  (Guitar & Ukulele)   (Woodwind)       Mark Howard  (Drums) 

mailto:s.monteith@sbchs.co.uk
mailto:a.mcmurray@sbchs.co.uk
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Historians hard at work 
“As part of our study of the Holocaust in year 9, students have been learning about the extraordinary 

story of Eva Clarke - a baby born in a concentration camp. For homework, students were asked to present 

a part of the story that they found memorable and what they feel is important to share with their families 

and future generations.”  
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Y7 ROAR programme starts 
The next cohort of pupils on the ROAR program has started. The enquiry question that the pupils 

developed and chose is “What can we do to save our planet?”.  The programme is being led by Mr. Holt 

and  Mr. Lockyer.  Teaching staff from St John Rigby Sixth Form College are delivering many of the 

sessions. Mr. Lewis Tolen can be seen here taking the group through an introduction to Critical Thinking. 
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Later sessions will be presented by St Bede’s staff, and by Mr. Tom Clapson and Mr. Dean Colasurdo from 

St John Rigby.  We are grateful for the college’s continued support in the programme.  

Homework Club starts 
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Getting GRITTY 

 



 

 

HEADTEACHER’S BLOG 

 



 

 

HEADTEACHER’S BLOG 

Keep your child safe online 
When we held our social media awareness nights a couple of years ago, we found issues with every year 

group and both genders. Here are few tips to help keep your child safe.  

 

If you do feel that your child is having issues online or maybe misusing their social media, please do 

contact school for advice. 

Food glorious food 

KS4 
Pupils have started to demonstrate their skills within their chosen design briefs. This year we have Italian 

cuisine, young children and for heart conditions.  
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KS3 
Pupils have developed a pizza wheel recipe. They showed there new skills off and we hope many families 

enjoyed the fruit of their labours at home! 
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Code breakers hard at work 
Year 7 and 8 pupils have been coming along to the Computer Science department every Tuesday after 

school for a new club! 

They have been working on Micro-bits and using 

them to control mini traffic lights like the ones 

shown here – they even had 2 sets of lights 

communicating like in a real-life road junction! 

Each member gets a Digital Leader badge that 

they can wear in school as well. 

 

We have lots more exciting projects lined up so anyone in year 7 or 

8 with an interest in Computer Science please feel free to come 

and join in. It runs from 3.15 – 4pm every Tuesday in room N2. 
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Movie Marketing in Year 9 
9E2 have been looking at film advertising in their DT lesson with Miss Harris.  They are creating their own 

promotional material and the final result will be a miniature cinema standee.  It is an important part of 

the DT carousel in Key Stage 3. 
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Pausing to remember in English 
On the 11th of November, some Year 7 pupils wrote their own remembrance poems, inspired by the 

poem ‘In Flanders Fields’ by John McRae. They learned about the significance of the poppy and about 

some of the horrifying conditions that soldiers had to endure for our freedom. I was impressed by the 

sensitivity and poetic flair that these pupils demonstrated in their poems.  
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Get involved at St Bede’s with Extra-Curricular 
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Amazing Art 
Year 8 have taken a different approach to their learning recently. For homework they have been watching 

tutorials that we have made on YouTube. So, when they come into lesson, they know exactly what to do. 

This means they have more time to be creative and perfect their work. We have seen a big improvement 

in the standard of work being produced. Well done Year 8/1 
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Year 9 are continuing to work on their Ian Murphy research and artist copies. 
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Mrs Morris’ Year 7 Art Club made a fantastic start to these Christmas clay decorations. I can’t wait to see 

them glazed and on the tree! 
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A word from our Chaplain 
Afghanistan appeal 

A huge thanks to all of you who have been so generous in your donations to our Afghanistan Appeal. We 

have been overwhelmed by your kindness. Food, toiletries and clothes have been donated and will make 

such a difference to the families from Afghanistan and the growing number of asylum seekers and 

refugees who are living in West Lancashire. A wonderful group of our year 9 pupils assisted the delivery 

of these donations to the Ask ecumenical Centre in Skelmersdale. Matthew Wright who coordinates the 

wonderful work at the ASK centre also visited classes to thank pupils for their generosity. We hope to 

invite members of the ASK community in to St Bede’s so they can share their stories with us.  Many, many 

thanks to you all.  

Confirmation  

Bishop Tom Williams will be coming to St Anne’s Church on the 9th December 7pm,  to celebrate the 

sacrament of Confirmation. 

Bishop Tom Williams will administer the Sacrament of Confirmation to all year 9 pupils whose parents 

registered them last academic year.  

Following the registration of your son and daughter, all pupils completed preparatory work for 

Confirmation during their year 8 RE classes. We are aware that a significant amount of time has elapsed 

since then. Staff have therefore prepared further material allowing them to further reflect on the 

sacrament of Confirmation and explore what it means to them. These sessions will be delivered by staff 

during the school day. Further details regarding the celebration of the Sacrament can be found on the 

Animate website or St Anne’s parish office.  

Retirement of Father Boniface 

Our wonderful Father Boniface is bidding us a fond farewell as he leaves St Anne’s to return to the 

monastic community of Douai Abbey. On Thursday our year 8 pupils and staff celebrated Mass with 

Father Boniface giving thanks for his dedication , deep compassion and generosity towards all pupils and 

staff, past and present. Speaking on behalf of our entire school community, Mr Denton stated that in 

today’s society whilst many look after themselves, Father Boniface has devoted his entire life to the 

service of others. He provides a model of vocation, service and love to our pupils and staff, making such a 

difference in the lives of others. This model of faith combined with his infectious message of “enjoy ever 

day” means Father Boniface is a true messenger of hope. 

We thank you for your friendship, Father Boniface ,and we pray that God will continue to bless you and 

watch over you as you experience the peace and joy of retirement 
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And finally… 
Our wide and varied extra-curricular programmes are in full flight! Have a look at the pictures below and 

see just how much has been going on. 
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Let us know your news! 
If you are involved in any exciting activities or you have stories of St Bede’s from years gone by please 

contact school and we can celebrate this in our fortnightly blog. Also if you have a relative or friend who 

you would like our school community to pray for let us know via admin@sbchs.co.uk.  

    God bless, 

    Mr P Denton, Headteacher 

mailto:admin@sbchs.co.uk
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