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WHAT’S THE LATEST FROM 
ST BEDE’S? 

Easter is nearly upon us 
It has been a unique term at St Bede’s but one that has allowed us to celebrate our amazing students and 

staff. As I said in my letter, we have carried out over 3000 tests and supported students with hundreds of 

online lessons. Now the students are back in, we are delighted with their mature approach to their work 

and in adhering to our risk assessment. I would also like to thank parents for the immediate support for 

the request regarding school uniform. The success of St Bede’s continues to be based on a real team 

effort which we are all very grateful for. Please enjoy this week’s blog which celebrates the exciting things 

we have been doing. 

Testing ends in school 
Since January we have tested over 3000 students and teachers in school. The process has been quick, 

efficient and safe because of the incredible support we have had from students and staff. Our 

programme has been led and coordinated by Mrs Johnson, Student Services Manager. It has been 

supported by Mrs Cheston in the testing centre, while Mr Emmett and Mr Blundell have set the area up 

to ensure safe distancing and procedures.  

Every day, we have received wonderful support from the School Pastors. You may see them at the school 

gates at the end of every day. You may also see them late at night in Ormskirk when they transform into 

Street Pastors, helping the people of Ormskirk get home safely from bars and clubs. They also support the 

homeless. In addition, Mrs Jones, a parent of a St Bede’s student has also offered her support on multiple 

occasions. Both the School Pastors and Mrs Jones have embodied our values of love, faith and hope. We 

are truly grateful for their service to our community. We thanked them with a big Bede’s breakfast! 
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Behind the scenes our admin team has chased up consent forms from parents. In the testing hall, we 

have managed to test an entire year group in around seven minutes each day. Students have been 

socially distanced so that if we did have any positives, those around them would not need to isolate. 

Therefore, students and staff have known that all testing was completed, in line with government 

guidance, prior to the students entering the classrooms. 

Thank you so much to everyone involved, especially students and parents who have been so supportive 

during this unique challenge to our school operations. 
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Marvellous music 
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New parent communication system on the way 
We are soon to be using a new and exciting way of communicating with parents using an app called 

"School Gateway". Once downloaded it will allow parents to check information held and notify us of 

changes, make payments and many other things. Look out for further information and details coming out 

very soon! 
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Easter Garden 
Chaplaincy and pupils have worked with St Anne’s liturgy group to develop an Easter garden in the 

grounds of St Anne’s Church. As many people are unable to go into Church we thought it might be a 

lovely idea to bring the church outside! Artwork depicting the Stations of the Cross with prayerful 

reflections are displayed outside the church. You will also notice our Easter Cross cleverly created by Joan 

Bill from our school Christmas tree. It is draped in prayer cards upon which our pupils have made Lent 

pledges. These pledges are also displayed around the garden. As we can’t light candles inside, people are 

invited to tie a prayer ribbon on our prayer trellis next to a beautiful statue of our Blessed Mother, Mary. 

Please take the time to enjoy the stillness of the garden, it’s a beautiful spot to enjoy quiet prayer and 

reflection. A huge thanks to all of the pupils who helped create such a lovely space.   

Welfare assistance 
The terrible situation that we have had to endure over the past months means redundancy and financial 

hardships due to the pandemic have impacted many, many people. Whilst kindness has always been 

important, the situation we find ourselves in means the kindness of individuals and businesses has taken 

on an even greater urgency.  

This is why we are so grateful that Morrison’s and Booth’s supermarkets are continuing to support our 

school as we assist those in need. These are the most challenging of times and we can help. We continue 

to support our local foodbanks. Thanks to the key worker year 7 pupils for their help in collections and 

distributions. 

If your circumstances have changed and you require any welfare assistance, or indeed help of any kind, 

please contact us. You can email me, your child’s head of year or any member of the senior leadership 

team.  

Key worker pupil picnic 
Over the past months, the children of key workers have been attending school. Their attitude to online 

learning and their general conduct, during difficult times, has been exemplary. Staff who have supervised 

these pupils have been so impressed by the way they have approached all aspects of school life during 

the lockdown. Hard work and good humour was the order of every day.  It really was a genuine pleasure 

working with each and every pupil. On the last day of lockdown, we organised a picnic and outdoor 

activity afternoon to say a big thank you to the pupils. The highlight of the afternoon was a 

demonstration of archery from our very own Kevin Costner- AKA, Mr Holt. See below for an action shot. 
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This term we have 

launched our GRITTY 

newsletter. Every 

fortnight a new letter 

celebrates student 

success in GRITTY 

skills and it includes 

book suggestions 

from Miss Ferries.  



HEADTEACHER’S BLOG 
 

 

Super Science 
10D2 have put the theory they learnt during online learning into practice.  They investigated the effects 

of solutions with varying pH on different important indicators.  

 

We used the "Puddle Chemistry" where you produce a micro puddle- a great end to the first week back. 

Year 8 enjoyed their return to Science with some practical work measuring the speed of cars using ramps, 

stopwatches and matchbox cars. They also investigated how to run a fair experiment and the importance 

of accuracy. 

 

Food Technology during home schooling 

Half term cooking fun and Pancake Day 
Pupils used their holiday and break from school to continue with their baking skills and to cook a variety 

of pancakes. 
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Before we finished for half term, pupils were set cooking activities for their homework. Some have been 

carried out during the half term break. Here is what we have made in KS3. 

Year 7 have been developing their knife skills by making their cous cous salad.  
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Returning from half term, pupils have also designed and made a ratatouille dish. 

         

   

    

They have also started to look at stir fry… 
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Year 8 have been looking at rice and pasta recently.  Here are their pasta dishes.  

      

         

    

      

  Here are their rice dishes. 
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Here is a development of a pizza too. 

       

    

Year 9 have been looking at how we can reduce our fat, salt and sugar intake. They have designed and 

made pasta bake, some of which are lasagne. 
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They have also made a soup, stew or casserole. 

    

    

They have started to look at how to make different versions of curries. 

   

GCSE 
Here are some examples of dishes they have made at home 

    



HEADTEACHER’S BLOG 
 

 

KS4 - GCSE Year 11 
Pupils are now at the stage of presenting their final dishes for their chosen briefs, international street 
food, to increase iron in the diet or to cover nutritional needs for the elderly. Pupils have 
produced dish 1 of their assessment and all pupils worked really hard, demonstrating a variety of 
high skills in places such as making bread products and a variety of pasta. Well done to all! 
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MFL News 

         

 

Welcome back to all our pupils! 
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Don’t forget to pester your language teachers for more info about this!  There is still time to enter! 

We’ve been working as hard as ever in MFL. 

Year 9 French 

Year 9 have been learning how to organise holidays by making travel arrangements and booking hotels. 

Look at these amazing adverts for French hotels! 
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Year 9 started to get really creative during their time at home 

and created these lovely Valentine’s Cards ! 
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Year 10 French 

Year 10 have been learning about festivals in French-speaking countries and have also written about their 

own favourite celebration. 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 10 have started to 

learn about exchange 

trips to a German 

speaking country. 

Listening to the types of 

questions you might 

hear is fantastic practise 

and knowing what to say 

if you don’t understand 

can be very helpful! 
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Russian Club   
The Russian students were back with a vengeance last Friday and have started to prepare presentations 

about themselves……watch this space! 

 

It was so lovely to be able to welcome all ou pupils back to class last week. 

Year 7 have made an ‘excellente’ start learning all about their daily routine 

in French ! 

Year 8 have been practising how to say what clothes 

they wear in German and also to say what their style is ! 



HEADTEACHER’S BLOG 
 

 

 

Language Club  

Feel free to come and chill with us in N3, N4 or N5 for homework advice, or to play some language 

games. We are here every lunchtime. You may even get to meet our Language Ambassadors! 

Calling ALL linguists 

NEW! Seneca Year 9 

Please join this app if you haven’t already! This provides you with the perfect opportunity to revise 

vocabulary and grammar on EVERYTHING you have ever learned so far in French. It is particularly 

useful for those who are taking French next year! 

www.app.senecalearning.com/dashboard/join-class/4cpa8zxmll 

ALL CLASSES:  

Continue to sign up to/keep practising one of the vocabulary and grammar learning websites suggested 

below. These can be downloaded as apps to use on portable devices and are very popular as learners can 

set their own recommended learning time per day (say, 5 minutes). Every half term, new topics are 

added into these classes. 

Regular practice really will improve your understanding and acquisition 

of vocabulary and will improve pronunciation, listening and spelling! 

Year 7 French   Quizlet www.quizlet.com/join/pc98rBkCm 

Year 8 German Quizlet www.quizlet.com/join/C54twK625 

Year 9 French   Quizlet www.quizlet.com/join/HGuFNyCrU 

 

If you are unable to log on, email us so we can assist you.  If you are below the age of 13 you will require 

parental permission to set up an account on Quizlet. 

This website is also excellent for adults wanting to learn a new language, or to brush up on existing 

language skills! 

 

http://www.quizlet.com/join/HGuFNyCrU
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FOR GCSE PUPILS  

Seneca Learning offers very in depth home learning /revision which is closely linked to the two GCSE 

textbooks we use for French and German, and pupils can compete with peers online! See below for your 

class codes. There are links to MEMRISE, too. 

Year 10 and 11 

French 

• www.memrise.com/group/425815/ 

• www.senecalearning.com Year 10 French Class Code: t0sngxxhzo 

• www.senecalearning.com Year 11 French Class Code: 1uyx6e0t91 

German 

• www.memrise.com /group/425816/ 

• www.senecalearning.com Year 10/11 German Class Code: 70edc9k0qr 

• FOR ALL PUPILS: 

• www.atantot.com  (lots of games) 

• username: bede1 password: 1953 

• www.language-gym.com (grammar exercises) 

 

We’ve been having record numbers of pupils and parents following and liking our posts on INSTAGRAM! 

Thank you to everyone for your support. 

Let us know your news! 
If you are involved in any exciting activities or you have stories of St Bede’s from years gone by please 

contact school and we can celebrate this in our fortnightly blog. Also if you have a relative or friend who 

you would like our school community to pray for let us know via admin@sbchs.co.uk.  

    God bless, 

    Mr P Denton, Headteacher 
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