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WHAT’S THE LATEST FROM 
ST BEDE’S? 

Happy New Year! 
What a start to the term it has been! The students have thrown themselves into a new way of learning. 

We have had hundreds of online lessons with over 70% of subjects being taught via ‘live’ MS Teams 

experiences. With the investment in technology and training, our teachers have managed to teach to the 

curriculum despite the situation. Our GRITTY curriculum still runs through all we are doing with a Growth 

Mindset, resilience, independence and tenacity being more important than ever. As ever, keep up to date 

with all of our school news via our twitter account (@stbedes1957).  

Year 11 keep up the pace 
Despite the uncertainty around the exams this summer, our year 11 students have worked hard to 

maintain their motivation. In Ms Tilston’s Science class, they are continuing to follow the curriculum. The 

current topic is ‘Fuels’. Specifically, the class studied alkanes and fractional distillation via their online 

learning.  
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Lockdown learning as a metaphor 
Mrs Kenny asked her class to produce a simile and a metaphor to capture our current situation. With 

many attempts via the department Instagram page, Nathan in Year 8 came up with the image below. I 

think it perfectly captures this latest situation we find ourselves in! 

 

Noah puts down the ‘Burpee’ challenge 
At home, Noah Marston-Yim managed 100 burpees in 3 mins 32 seconds. Can you match this or even 

beat it? If you do, send in a picture. There have been lots of PE activities for students to complete. If you 

have any challenges you would like to set then please get in touch and we can include this in the blog. 
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What’s going on in school? 
We have a small number of students working from school. They have been accessing lessons just as 

students working remotely have been. In school and remotely, we’ve seen some great work being done. 

Below you can see Patrick working on his Maths and reading with Mrs Dillon. 

 

Other students have been working online with the lessons provided by our teachers. Many lessons are 

‘live’ with others being taught by resources shared on Class Charts or via email. 
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Can you beat Mr Lloyd’s 3k time? 
With the Rugby League season shortened, Mr Lloyd has been trying to keep fit by improving his running 

times. His current record is shown below. Can you beat Mr Lloyd’s time? Ask your parents too! We’ll 

showcase the quickest people in the blog and on Twitter. There will also be prizes for any runs of 

particular note!  

 

Learning from home 
Send us your home learning pictures to our school email admin@sbchs.co.uk or Twitter (@stbedes1957). 

Our teachers have been working hard at home and need some inspiration! Here’s Miss Caldwell 

delivering more online Maths to her classes. We’ll have more home teaching and learning shots soon. 

 

about:blank
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The English express keeps rolling 

 
Year 7 have started off the new term looking at poetry from and about other cultures. They read a 

thought-provoking poem called ‘Things We Carry on the Sea’ by a poet named Wang Ping which details 

the literal and figurative things that refugees carry on the sea when they leave their native homes for 

new shores.  

This week, we will be reading and discussing poems about the refugee experience written by Rupi Kaur, a 

28-year old Indian-born Canadian poet who found fame by sharing her poetry and illustrations on 

Instagram. We will be using these poems to learn more about poetic devices that are used to convey 

certain messages and produce certain effects. These lessons have been created by our fantastic trainee 

teacher in the English department, Miss Waters. Thank you! 

 

Year 8 have been revising Macbeth, focusing on ‘exploding quotations’ and Shakespeare’s use of imagery. 

Miss McDowall made this great revision grid which allows pupils to focus their revision on particular 

quotations and images by using a random number generator. They have written their assessment on how 

Lady Macbeth is presented in Act 1, Scene 7 and will now move on to a narrative writing unit entitled 

‘Telling Stories’. We look forward to reading the weird and wonderful stories that Year 8 will surely write!  
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Year 9 have been finishing reading and studying Charles Dickens’ ‘A Christmas Carol’. They have been 

analysing Scrooge’s transformation in preparation for their end of unit assessment. Year 9 will begin an 

exciting Media Studies unit next week which we are sure they will enjoy as much as last year’s Year 9! 

Year 10 are continuing with their English Literature studies in ‘A Christmas Carol’, ‘An Inspector Calls’, 

‘Blood Brothers’ and ‘Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde’ (depending on which class the student is 

in). 

 

Miss Ferries has been teaching about the refrain of Marilyn Monroe throughout Blood Brothers and how 

it serves to illuminate the character of Mrs. Johnstone and her futile hopes and unachievable dreams. 

This week we have turned our attentions to Mr. and Mrs. Lyons and how their socio-economic class is 

juxtaposted with that of Mrs. Johnstone. 

 

Mrs. Kenny has been teaching the literary device of foreshadowing and how Robert Louis Stevenson 

introduces the character of Mr. Hyde along with analysing the significance of his name and other aspects 

of his personality! 

Year 11 have started studying for Paper 2 of the English Language course. We have started with learning 

about the features of article writing with plenty of practice topics! 

@stbedesenglish - Keep an eye out on our Instagram page where Mrs. Kenny has been uploading daily 

writing prompts! 

Take care and well done!- from all at the English department 
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Are you keeping active? 
We want to know what you are doing to keep active during lockdown! Darci Jones has been practicing 

her netball shooting skills in the snow! Meanwhile, two year 11 girls, Jasmine and Isabel have been 

keeping active over the last week and completed a 17.5km walk. 

Send your pictures to the usual email! 

 

Year 7s work hard with Mrs Kenny 
Mrs Kenny was delighted with the work of her Year 7s this week. They wrote quatrains to help them learn 

this week's spellings. It was a hit! Well done to these students who shared their work electronically. 

 



HEADTEACHER’S BLOG 
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Art in school 
Both at home and in school, there have been hundreds of students continuing to be creative through 

their art lessons. The pictures below show two students working on their art work in our DT room. Please 

send in your art work from home so we can celebrate the great creations in the blog. 

 

Love of literacy in Year 7 
Our Year 7s have been working hard with Mrs Oates. They have been looking at ‘Wow’ words. As part of 

this, they put together a review of a mystery book. Here are some of their responses. 
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Super Science in Year 8 
8N3 have been working hard this week learning about how pressure effects solids, liquids and gases. 

They really engaged with their live lessons using Teams and I have been very impressed with their focus 

and quality of work produced. They completed a floating and sinking practical at home, researched how 

mountaineers cope with changing air pressure at altitude and calculated which truck was most suitable 

for an ice road. Well done and keep up the good work 8N3! 
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GCSE Art continues to thrive 
Our GCSE students are currently working on individual projects which are keeping them busy as they 

have a digital deadline due soon, however, you can see they are still working as hard as ever and making 

some wonderful work.  

     

Lucie Deakin 
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Year 7 - last week year 7 responded really well to their live lesson looking at artist Brianna McCarthy. 

After discussing the artist and looking at her work, their first lesson resulted in a pencil drawing of her 

work, with the intention of collaging next lesson. This week, the pupils began collaging their work, using a 

mixture of mediums and materials to complete their drawing in the style of the artist. As you can see 

from both weeks’ pictures, the development from week one to two has been brilliant, well done year 7! 
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Year 8 have been studying all things sweet! Last week the pupils were really engaged in their lesson 

making observational drawings from sweets using a grid to help with proportion. As you can see, the 

results look so real, they’re almost too good to eat! This week, the pupils went on to research the artist 

Sarah Graham after discussing her work in the lesson and learning about the artist. As you can see from 

the pictures sent in, some of the final research pages look fantastic. Further to this you gave some 

brilliant responses to questions asked during the live lesson. Keep up the brilliant work, year 8! 
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Year 9 have been working hard on one point perspective drawings of cities. They are coming together 

nicely. They have also spent some time doing a continuous line drawing of their house and then working 

into it in the style of Ian Murphy. 

        

Josef Zulueta     Jack Birmingham 
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Interactive learning in Maths 
Our Maths department is well known across the North West. Their talent as educators has not been 

diminished by the lockdown. Here is just one example of the department moving online and encouraging 

interaction from all of their students (see below).  

Mrs Scott explained to me, “During the lesson I will use the interactive whiteboards and then I'll set them 

a worksheet that I can see all their responses to live so I can correct them as they go along. I've taken a 

screen shot of some of the interactive whiteboards and worksheets from today's lessons with 10E2, 

10W1, 9W1 & 7W2. They're maybe not that pretty but it’s showing that pupils are engaging and working 

hard!” Keep up the brilliant work everyone! 
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Students master class notebook 
We are always looking to improve our online provision. Mr Doolan has introduced Class Notebook to his 

class. This week they have been working online and submitting their work to him. Here are some 

examples: 
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A word from our Chaplain 
Happy New Year to you all.  I hope you and your loved ones had a lovely Christmas, even if it was a little 

more subdued than normal. With the roll out of the vaccine we can, thank God, look to the new year with 

a feeling of optimism. We can feel optimistic that we are moving forwards, we can look at the progress 

made by scientists and have some expectation that things will improve. 
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And yet, I am mindful of Seamus Heaney’s words who makes a distinction between hope and optimism in 

his book, ‘Finders Keepers’.  

“Hope is a state of soul rather than a response to the evidence. It is not the expectation that things will 

turn out successfully but the conviction that something is worth working for, however it turns out.” 

Hope is definitely not the same as optimism, but we can start the new year, feeling both.  

Hope is a state of mind and faith. Hope is the certainty that after troubled times pass, which they will, we 

will be able to make sense of things, there will have been a reason for things, we will have learnt things. 

It’s the certainty and appreciation that at no point did we have to endure the journey alone or ever will. 

Our young people will be able to look back at the kindness and goodness which they have witnessed over 

the past months and build on it. Our young people will see that in the face of challenge, it was 

togetherness and solidarity, care for our neighbour and faith in God’s constant love, which were our 

priority. Recognising all of this, instils in us hope for whatever the year ahead brings. 

The prayer below contains words from King George V1 spoken during World War 2, when the whole 

country was blacked out to deter enemy bombing. They contain beautiful words of hope, particularly as 

we start the new year.   

“I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year: “Give me a light that I may tread safely into the 

unknown.” 

And he replied: 

“Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the hand of God. 

 That shall be to you better than light, and safer than a known way.  

May that almighty hand guide and uphold us all.”  

May we trust God to lead us this year and instil in us a flame of hope, and optimism, for the coming year.   

God Bless  

Jacinta x 

Your kindness 
We’d like to thank you again, most sincerely, for your generosity in donating so many items to our school 

foodbank appeal before Christmas. Three large van deliveries were required to bring the food items to 

the local foodbank. The Trussell Trust and Ormskirk foodbank have asked us to pass on their sincere 

thanks to you all for your overwhelming kindness and generosity. 

As a school we would also like to thank St Anne’s St Vincent De Paul’s group, Morrison’s Supermarket and 

Booths who also worked with our young people in order to organise assistance to families in our local 

area over Christmas. We have forged a wonderful relationship with both stores who are excited to work 

with us in future social outreach and environmental projects.  

It is wonderful that our children see Gospel values, alive and at work in our community through the 

solidarity and generosity of Church, business and school working together. 
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Welfare assistance 
The terrible situation that we have had to endure over the past months mean redundancy and financial 

hardship due to the pandemic have impacted many, many people. Whilst kindness has always been 

important, the situation we find ourselves in means the kindness of individuals and businesses has taken 

on an even greater urgency.  

This is why we are so grateful that Morrison’s Supermarket has agreed to work with us in continuing their 

support of our school as we assist those in need. These are the most challenging of times and we can 

help.  

If your circumstances have changed and you require any welfare assistance, or indeed help of any kind, 

please contact us. You can email your child’s head of year or any member of the senior leadership team. 

An amazing start to remote learning.  
We have all been delighted with the attitude to learning from those pupils who have been in school over 

the past two weeks accessing online provision. The degree of engagement, focus and exemplary 

behaviour from all three groups in school really has been remarkable. It is a testament to the pupils 

themselves and their commitment to their studies. It is also a testament to the dedication and 

professionalism of staff who continue to work tirelessly with all pupils. 

Below are some quotes from the pupils who have been in school. I think they best convey the 

appreciation and positivity of the pupils. 

From out of the mouths of Babes: 
• “Even though we aren't together, we still feel like we're together." 

• "They've really helped me. This has made me know that it will all be ok. I'm in year 10 but they've 

made me think we can get through."  

• "They've put the time and effort in. It's like they even care about us when they're at home." 

• "Mr Aoun was doing a live lesson in school and then, he even came into our room when other 

people were working to explain more. That was mad."    

• "They are making it easier than I thought it was going to be, I just want to say thanks." 

• "I think it shows they really care." 

• "At the end of each day I feel really good, like I've really understood." 

• "Teachers have gone above and beyond to make sure we're on track and doing okay, and very 

helpful." 

• "Even though the work is challenging, they work around it so I can understand it. That's what I 

was worrying about." 

• "I don't feel worried now, I feel I can do this, like it will be ok."  

• " I hope they keep helping me, and showing me, because I'm getting it." 
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MFL News 
We would like to take the opportunity to wish everyone in our Saint Bede’s Community a Happy New 

Year! 

         

A message from our MFL Language Ambassadors 
In St Bede’s we have recently started a Language Ambassador programme which is comprised of a group 

of students from each year who help bring languages into our every day life at scho

ol. 

We have planned many different events which we hope will appeal to lots of students, and which we hope 

to be able to introduce as soon as we can. These include foreign movie clubs and tasting  food from 

different countries. We are also keen to promote languages around the school, and on behalf of the MFL 

department, would like to launch a new challenge for all pupils. 

Throughout the year, we will update you with our new ideas. On behalf of ALL the Language Ambassadors 

we hope you have a very happy new year and that 2021 brings you all things good! 

Written by Sophie Lennon, Sophie Orledge and Niamh Trigwell – year 9 
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The GRITTY DUOLINGO CHALLENGE – are you up for it?       

Duolingo is a free language-learning app and website which has gained millions of followers in recent 

times. You can set how many minutes per day you want to spend on a ’lesson’ and if you reach your 

target every day you get a streak!  

 

Here it is:  The first five pupils to hit a 30 day streak on Duolingo need to present their evidence to one of 

the language teachers to win a certificate, 15 class charts for being GRITTY - showing Resilience and 

Tenacity in learning, and for widening the horizons of Your World - and a £10 Amazon voucher. The 

challenge will begin from Monday 18th January so streaks can only start from this date, and we will ask 

the MFL teachers to promote this challenge in all language lessons. You can choose to learn any language 

but if you get the streak in French or German, you win an extra 5 Class Charts! 

       

 

If you aren’t one of the first five 

to get your 30 day streak in, still 

let your teachers know once 

you have reached it to qualify 

for 5 class charts and a little 

treat! 
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We are pleased to announce that there will be another YOUTHBRIDGE competition for our pupils to 

enter, following on from our massive response and success last year from pupils in year 9 and 7! 

Your language teachers will give you more information next week but here are the basics: 

The British-German Association is pleased to announce the opening of this year’s Youthbridge Awards for 

German, presented annually to the winning three pupils in each participating school. This year, we 

wanted to include an element of nation-wide competition to the prizes, and to encourage more schools to 

participate.  

The students 

The purpose of the Awards is to help raise the profile of German in your school, and to encourage pupils to 

continue with German at option stages.  

The project 

Each project should be in German and on a topic concerning Germany. It might, for instance, explain a 

student’s interest in or relationship to Germany, or examine its culture (in the broadest sense of the word) 

or language. But it could equally be about one aspect: for instance, an artist, German music, history, 

sport, or travel. 

The project could be an essay, or something quite different: talk-to-camera, filmed interviews, voiceovers, 

a PPT presentation, poetry…. 

The awards 

1st Prize: £40, plus the Eyewitness Guide to Germany, and the 

Youthbridge Award certificate 

2nd Prize: £25 plus the Eyewitness Guide to Germany, and the 

Youthbridge Award certificate 

3rd Prize: £15 plus the Eyewitness Guide to Germany, and the 

Youthbridge Award certificate. 

We will award an additional cash prize of £100 and an overall winner’s certificate for the entry judged to 

be the best in the UK, considering age and stage. 

Closing date 
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Nominations for Awards should be sent before 30 June 2021.  

We’ve been  

working hard online in MFL 
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Year 7 get compétitive when tested on their 

knowlege of opinions and sports using QUIZZIZZ 
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Year 11 try out the online whiteboards and learn about the Olympic Games in Germany, 

Austria and Switzerland. 
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We made year 8 get moving around the house ! 
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Russian Club Year 9 is back next week - ONLINE! 

 

Language Club – ONLINE 
Don’t worry about being in lockdown – you can still drop us a line to ask for help, advice, more work or 

just to play some language games online. We are all still available! 

 

Calling ALL linguists 
Continue to sign up to/keep practising one of the vocabulary and grammar learning websites suggested 

below. These can be downloaded as apps to use on portable devices, and are very popular, as learners 

can set their own recommended learning time per day (say 5 minutes). Every half 
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term, new topics are added into these classes. 

Regular practice really will improve your understanding and acquisition of vocabulary, will improve 

pronunciation, listening and spelling! 

Year 7 French   Quizlet www.quizlet.com/join/pc98rBkCm 

Year 8 German Quizlet www.quizlet.com/join/C54twK625 

Year 9 French   Quizlet www.quizlet.com/join/HGuFNyCrU 

 

If you are unable to log on, email us so we can assist you.  If you are below the age of 13 you will require 

parental permission to set up an account on Quizlet. 

This website is also excellent for adults wanting to learn a new language, or to brush up on existing 

language skills! 

 

 

FOR GCSE PUPILS ONLY, Seneca Learning offers very in  

depth home learning /revision which is closely linked to the two GCSE textbooks we use for French and 

German, and pupils can compete with peers online! 

See below for your class codes. There are links to MEMRISE, too. 

 

Year 10 and 11 

French 

www.memrise.com/group/425815/ 

www.senecalearning.com Year 10 French Class Code: t0sngxxhzo 

www.senecalearning.com Year 11 French Class Code: 1uyx6e0t91 

German 

www.memrise.com /group/425816/ 

www.senecalearning.com Year 10/11 German Class Code: 70edc9k0qr 

FOR ALL PUPILS: 

www.atantot.com  (lots of games) 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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username: bede1 password: 9938 

www.language-gym.com (grammar exercises) 

 

 

We’ve been having record numbers of pupils and parents following and liking our posts on INSTAGRAM! 

Thank you to everyone for your support. 

Home Learning – DT FT 

KS3 
Pupils have been reflecting on their time in Food, from between September through to December. With 

the Covid restrictions, this meant that there couldn’t be a number of classes cooking on the same day so 

a rota for this was put in place. The DT department were really impressed with how the pupils took to 

this and they were able continue developing their practical skills at home (with adult supervision) if it 

wasn’t their turn to cook in school. Reflecting on their own performances is important, so they know 

what to focus on next time they have Food Technology.  

 

 

about:blank
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Pupils have been given a challenge to find certain items that contain certain nutrients. These could be 

from their fridge, freezer and/or cupboard at home. Here are some of their findings: 
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KS4 
Year 10 

Pupils have learnt about palm oil and how this may not be a good ingredient to use: 
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Year 11 

Pupils are working on their NEA which includes carrying out a practical, which demonstrates their chosen 

brief. Here are some pieces of work carried out at home: 

 

 

Let us know your news! 
If you are involved in any exciting activities or you have stories of St Bede’s from years gone by please 

contact school and we can celebrate this in our fortnightly blog. Also if you have a relative or friend who 

you would like our school community to pray for let us know via admin@sbchs.co.uk.  

    God bless, 

    Mr P Denton, Headteacher 

Year 11 Brief – 

International Street Food 

about:blank

