
 

           4th September, 2020 

           

Dear Parents and carers,  

We are delighted to be welcoming all of our students back over the next few days. I really appreciate your 

understanding with regard to this phased return. The decision for this was taken with the safety of the 

students and the whole school community in mind. Our Year 7 and Year 11 students have spent yesterday 

and today at school. They will be joined by Year 10 on Monday, Year 9 on Tuesday and then Year 8 on 

Wednesday. Further details can be accessed here: https://www.sbchs.co.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2020/07/September-2020-Wider-Opening-Plan.pdf.  

As I mentioned in my letter before the summer, our staff have been following a process of; review, revise 

and restart. Every department has reviewed where each year group is in terms of the work covered before 

our partial closure and the work covered during home learning. They have then reviewed the requirements 

for end of year exams, both KS3 and KS4, before revising their approach for the year. After that process, we 

are ready to restart immediately upon the students return. 

With regard to our academic preparation, we have invested over £20,000 in new equipment which will allow 

us to operate a full curriculum with live teaching, online if we are required to close or partially close the 

school in the future. This is in addition to the £10,000 we have spent on PPE, signage, sanitisation stations 

and other measures to make the school environment as safe as it can be. Our students will also benefit from 

additional staffing in PE, Science, Design Technology and History. With the investment in hardware, resources 

and staffing, we continue to work toward becoming a truly ‘World Class’ school.  

We have taken many measures to ensure we have made our environment as safe as possible. These 

measures include; mask wearing in all areas in doors, staggered movement at key times, additional cleaning 

facilities and cleaning staff, a one-way system along with many other measures. You can view a video Q&A 

which answered FAQs from parents here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g_ojC2FuBtk&t=23s. 

Our redeveloped kitchen and dining facilities will be in operation from Monday. We hope that our new 

arrangements will allow for a quicker service and more space. The kitchen has been completely redeveloped 

with new equipment. By the middle of the month, we will also have multiple vending machines that will stock 

some cold food that students were previously queueing up for. Furthermore, we have increased our serveries 

and the cleaning staff during our lunch time.  

It has been a pleasure to see our Year 7 students arrive and our Year 11 students return. It really does make 

all of the planning and seemingly endless scenario preparation worth it. As ever, we do not take for granted 

your support and the support of our wider community. 

I look forward to sharing with you some of the good news stories in my next blog.  

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mr P Denton 
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