
 

HEADTEACHER’S BLOG 

WHAT’S THE LATEST FROM 
ST BEDE’S? 

Summer is coming 
In school we have welcomed back our Y10s this week in forms. Next week, our Y9s will be coming in to 

have face-to-face meetings with their form teachers. They will discuss how they can best prepare for 

their GCSE subjects in September. Thank you to everyone who sent in questions for me to answer 

regarding our plans moving forward. Hopefully the answers have helped you to understand our rationale 

for making the decisions we have. As ever, please keep up to date with our latest news on twitter 

(@stbedes1957) and stay safe. I will be in touch in two weeks with our final blog of the academic year! 

What’s been going on in school? 

 

Our support for keyworkers has continued throughout this time. 

They have continued their home learning in school. In addition, 

the students were potting plants with Mr Holt and working on 

DT projects with Mr Jones.  

 

 

 

Our Y10s have been getting support for their home learning one day a week. Due to the mix of the classes 

we have not been teaching lessons as such but the students have said they have valued the support in 

school and seeing familiar faces again. The students above have been trying out the GRITTY challenges 

that teachers have set alongside the academic home learning.  
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A prayer for hope from Jacinta 

 

Anti-racism work continues with Y9 students 
Miss McGee sent me some fantastic work from Isla and Maddie. They have shown their eagerness to 

support the current movements to rid the world of racism. We will continue to review our curriculum, 

literature and extra-curricular programme in order to support the development of a more inclusive and 

politically aware school community. 

 

Both students have produced pieces of work that highlight racism in sport and the efforts being made to 

tackle this global issue. 
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Keep your career planning going at home 

Career Education, Information, Advice and Guidance (CEIAG) 
 

There has been so much going on for our pupils over the last few weeks and getting organised with work 

from teachers is a great skill that will have real benefits in the future. Learning to communicate in a 

different way will also be a useful tool.  Lots of new skills will have been gained that can be referred to on 

future CVs and personal statements! 

Learning new things is a challenge (for teachers too) but is so worthwhile.  

So what’s been going on? 

IN KEY STAGE 4 

Y11 – you will have completed all your post-16 application forms and you are now awaiting your results 

in August.  

It is really important to contact me if there are any concerns about applications! 

You will have received an email with details of all our partner institutions in Lancashire. Another booklet 

will follow with information about all of those colleges not in Lancashire. 

You should go to individual college websites for lots of information about applying and keeping in touch 

while we are all social distancing. The colleges are doing virtual visits and question times so you must 

take the time to do this! 

If you have concerns about apprenticeships, there is a parents pack (June) on the CEIAG section of the 

website with lots of information and advice plus a booklet from the Lancashire institutions that offer 

apprenticeships. 

It is really important to apply for colleges as well as an apprenticeship! 

 

Y10 – you have a lot to get on with too. The ‘National 

Enterprise Challenge’ has gone virtual and you can 

still enter your ideas for a prize! 

Obviously, there will not be a week of activities for 

you this summer but, along with the virtual 

Challenge, you can also log on to Kudos and do some 

research for yourselves – a useful, practical ‘gritty’ 

activity! Kudos also has a CV builder which I 

recommend for helping you start your college 

applications next term. 

 



 

HEADTEACHER’S BLOG 

KEY STAGE 3 

Y9 – you have also been given the opportunity to 

complete The ‘National Enterprise Challenge’ and 

you should view my PowerPoint presentation which 

shows you how to access Kudos to research those 

option choices and match them up to future 

careers.  

Y8 and Y7 – you can also do the virtual enterprise 

activities this year although it will be just for fun. 

Completing the questions on Kudos will also allow you to start to think about what you can do in the 

future! 

MAKE CEIAG PART OF YOUR ‘GRITTY’ ACTIVITIES! 

Racism in football highlighted by Tahlia 
Tahlia in Y9 has completed an excellent piece of work which highlights the long history of racism in 

football. Miss McGee shared this work with me. Tahlia has written about Walter Tull and recent 

campaigns such as ‘Show Racism the Red Card’. A great piece of work! 
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Isolation poetry 

 

This poem by Carys Rankin-Mills is outstanding. She sent it to Miss Ferries as something extra she had 

done at home on top of her work on Sherlock Holmes. The depth and mystery to the poem are highly 

intriguing along with fantastic metaphor in lines such as 'Until I am nothing but a chocolate figure/ That 

has been burnt in liquor'. Miss Ferries, a fellow writer of poetry, is in awe of Carys' poetic talent, 

especially at such a young age! 

 

Joe Barlow in Year 8 has amused his teacher with his press release for a pie shop! The simile in the 

opening quote is hilarious and shows great imagination. 
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A few weeks ago, Gracie McGurnaghan in Year 7 wrote this diary extract in the voice of Watson from the 

Sherlock Holmes series. They have been reading Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's 'The Sign of the Four', chapter-

by-chapter, each week. Gracie has used excellent vocabulary and a tone which is convincing for the 

character and the time period in which it was written. 

 

Find out about our GRITTY curriculum 
We will develop GRITTY skills amongst all our students. Each element of our GRITTY curriculum will be 

explicitly taught through a holistic education, in and out of the classroom. We will focus on the GRITTY 

characteristics during the delivery of course content, extra-curricular programmes, assemblies and 

throughout our everyday lives. It will be the focus of our content and character education. 
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More ‘GRITTY’ task brilliance 
Rose Jackson has completed some KS3 GRITTY work for PE which is excellent. These tasks are designed to 

stretch and challenge our students. Our entire curriculum focuses next year and beyond will be on the 

GRITTY skills. See the website for more details. Rose’s work is a great example of GRITTY skills. 
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Fantastic food from our super students 
Evie Maher has been busy at home, working on her cake decorating skills. Here are some of her 

favourites that she has made in lockdown.  

      

Sophie Orledge continues to develop her practical skills at home. She has made trifles, garlic bread filled 

with a cheesy garlic filling, cous-cous with lamb chops and orange and chicken wraps.  

 

Jake Burton has made a variety of sweet and savoury dishes at home; we have an omelette, fruit pies, 

muffins and waffles. 
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Jess Fawcett has been practising her baking skills at home, ready for starting the GCSE course in 

September. Here is her tiered cake: 

 

Alexandra Carroll has started her biscuit mini project and here is her first task, to present relevant images 

in a collage.  

 

Kelsey Walker has analysed her biscuits from the ones in her collage.  
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Sophie Orledge has created a batch of biscuits for her project: 

 

Shane Parry has also started his and has made examples of French biscuits: 

 

 

Flynn Sinclair has carried out some research on the different types of knives in catering and the safety 

precautions that we need to follow: 
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Gritty curriculum activities  

Linked to the gritty initiative for the department, pupils have been given various national days for this 

week. Here are some items that they have designed and made. 

Luke Jones has made a pizza from scratch on the International Day of Italian Cuisine – 2nd June: 

 

Also for the International Day of Italian Cuisine, Flynn Sinclair made meatballs and linguine: 

 

Alzheimer’s Society Cupcake Day – 13th June 

Zach Norbury made some so his dad could take them into work, to raise money. Oliver Harrison has made 

some too: 

  Oliver’s    Zach’s 
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Hannah McCann has made a cake for a picnic and a Father’s Day meal: salmon with foaming hollandaise 

sauce and vegetables 

 

KS3 DT 

Heidi Ryan has designed a t-shirt that could be sold as merchandise at a concert, as has Zack Riley. 

Heidi’s                       Zak’s  

                              

Kieran McCormick has also been designing a poster to use in COVID-19: 

 

Cobey Bellew has drawn merchandise for his concert – this is a drinks cup and a poster for COVID-19 

when back in school 
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KS3 McDonalds project – incorporating graphics, textiles and food 

Some pupils are designing ideas for their take-away service. They have designed and made a net that 

would be suitable to hold food. They have designed and made their surprise product using their textiles 

skills. Finally, they may have made their meal, suitable for their take-away. Here are some items the 

pupils have made. 

Hannah Dykes has been working on a net for a cube that would hold her cookies. With carefully designed 

tabs, this could be made into a 3D model: 

 

Zach Norbury has been working on the same activity. His net will be suitable for doughnuts.  

                  

Grace Lamont has made her 3D model box, suitable for a take-away: 
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Finn Glover has created this packaging idea for take-away pizza:  

 

George Fleming has designed and made this packaging using his chosen colour scheme and logo on each 

product:  

 

 

 

Leah Jones has knitted her textiles surprise which is a little chick: 
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Aimee Coy has knitted her textiles surprise which is an octopus: 

 

Zach Norbury’s surprise would be a small soft toy doughnut made of felt. He has modelled it out of 

plasticine which is quick way to see a design idea in 3D. He hasn’t considered plastic as his restaurant 

would be environmentally friendly.  

 

Niall Carroll has designed a surprise with a good shape and use of colour. This is a fridge magnet: 

 

Hannah Dykes has designed her surprise toy and annotated her sketch with extra detail: 
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Finn Glover has modelled a toy surprise out of plasticine. This could be assembled by children to form this 

completed design: 

 

Conor Kelly has designed, made and presented his meal suitable for a take away, making sure vitamins 

and minerals are included in his food choices: 

 

Gracie McGurnaghan has designed her packaging for take-away chips: 

 

Francesca Hampson has completed all four areas for this project: 
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Matthew Danher has created his net to keep children entertained and a pencil case as his surprise toy: 

   

Iris Fearon has designed her surprise in the style of a chick: 

 

Grace Lamont has created her food item for this project based on a scotch egg but this is no ordinary 

scotch egg! This is a sweet one, using fondant for the egg in a brownie encasing, then covered in 

chocolate and lotus biscoff crumbs: 

 

Ruby Benson has based her restaurant around the under the sea theme. Here is a snap shot of what 

would be on offer: 
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Niall Carroll has produced his net to make sure he has included activities for children and graphics that 

are topical at the moment: 

 

KS4 Food 
Lucy has been busy recently in the kitchen, making a variety of sweet and savoury products. She has 

made pasta carbonara, chocolate chip cookies, chocolate and oatmeal cookies, chocolate covered 

honeycomb and vanilla macaroons: 

           

 

Hannah Birkett has also been busy baking, making chocolate and coffee cake, shortbread cakes, almond 

cake, flapjacks, pizza, Victoria sponge, rainbow cakes and brownies: 
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Ruby O’Brien has made some cakes for Father’s Day, which was also one to the GRITTY curriculum 

activities this week: 

 

Can the teachers compete? 
Our teachers have also been getting involved in the Bede’s bake-off style work! Here are some examples 

of their attempts. Mrs Cheston has made carbonara and a cake for her mum and dad's golden wedding 

anniversary: 

 

We’ve also had efforts from Miss Caldwell who made a Banoffee Pie with wholemeal bread. Mrs 

McMurray went all out with a buffet for her mum's birthday. Also, Miss Byrom has made pancakes: 
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Let us know your news! 
If you are involved in any exciting activities or you have stories of St Bede’s from years gone by please 

contact school and we can celebrate this in our fortnightly blog. Also if you have a relative or friend who 

you would like our school community to pray for let us know via admin@sbchs.co.uk.  

God bless, 

Mr P Denton, Headteacher 

mailto:admin@sbchs.co.uk

