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WHAT’S THE LATEST FROM 
ST BEDE’S? 

Half-term has arrived 
We have had a fantastic half term at St Bede’s. Your support has been superb. At our last Y11 parents’ 

evening we had a record 86% attendance. The atmosphere on the evening was one of positivity and 

optimism. Now is the time when our Y11s will begin the real work in getting ready for their summer 

exams. Our Y7 students have now fully settled in and are developing well as a year group. Our Y8 

students continue to improve and their work is something which we are very proud of. Y9 students are in 

the process of taking their option choices. Finally, our Y10 group are progressing at an electrifying rate 

and we have very high hopes for them. The last fortnight has been full of exciting events in and out of 

school along with the usual world class lessons. We can always get better and currently we are looking to 

enhance attitudes to learning, uniform and punctuality. Your support is vital if we are to become a truly 

world class school. 

English Schools’ FA visit St Bede’s with alumni Stephen 
Warnock 
We were delighted to welcome back Stephen Warnock last week. Stephen played for English Schools’  

boys, Liverpool, Blackburn, Aston Villa and Wigan Athletic in his career. He is a great supporter of St 

Bede’s and came back to support our day with the English Schools’ FA. Here is their press release from 

the day: 

Stephen Warnock returns to his old school to discuss his experiences 
with Schools' Football 

The English Schools' FA (ESFA) kicked off the second National Schools' Football Week, in association with 

the PlayStation Schools' Cup (4 - 9 February) on Monday; by facilitating former Liverpool and England 

star, turned pundit, Stephen Warnock's return to his high school in Ormskirk. 

Warnock, who represented his school, his district and his county, progressing to earn an England cap in 

the ESFA U15 Schoolboys' squad alongside Leon Osman and Joe Cole during his teenage years, reflected 

back on some of the "best times" of his footballing life. 

Describing St Bede’s School in Ormskirk as "ultra-supportive", during his interview Stephen frequently 

reminisced that his school friends and teachers had helped drive him to work hard and become the best 

footballer he could be - helping to sculpt him for his professional career at clubs such as Liverpool, 

Blackburn, Aston Villa and within the England squad. 
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Stephen recounted to the ESFA just how important he felt schools' football was to him as a developing 

player. The TV pundit insisted that if he could turn back the clock to playing football at any point, it would 

be to his school days - describing how it was him and his "best friends playing football together week in, 

week out" and that "there was no better thing". Even as a teenager, Stephen was so dedicated to schools' 

football that whilst playing for the Liverpool FC academy, he was told to stop playing for his school in 

order to concentrate on his academy training; Stephen refused to do so and managed to negotiate with 

the academy to allow him to continue training for Liverpool whilst still playing with his friends at school. 

Stephen went on to air his frustrations at children playing for academies missing out on the opportunity 

to continue to play for their school teams saying "they're the best days of your life. They're what make 

you a footballer; they're what make you enjoy football. If you don't have those days, then for me, there's 

no point in playing." 

 

National Schools' Football Week was introduced in 2018 in association with the ESFA PlayStation Schools' 

Cup, as a celebration of the fantastic work carried out within schools and colleges across England. 

Hundreds of schools supported the first campaign and over 300 schools have again registered their 

interest 

In this year's event, Stephen Warnock, who played at every conceivable level of schools' football, is the 

perfect ambassador for not only his former school in Ormskirk, but also for the work carried out by the 

English Schools' FA and their volunteer workforce; season after season. With over 73,000 teams taking 

part in schools' football activity in the 2017-18 season, the ESFA and its wealth of activity and 

competitions only continues to grow. 
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Synod 2020 students a great success 
On Sunday, February 3rd a group of students attended Liverpool Cathedral and performed for the 2020 

Synod Mass. Mrs Guidi, our chaplain, was overwhelmed by the positive response from the public and all 

those that attended. Here are just a few of the comments we received: 

On Sunday afternoon I attended the Service of Inauguration for the Synod at the Cathedral. The students 

from St Bede's were outstanding in their dramatisation of a liturgy.  Their appearance (uniform), 

behaviour before the service and demeanour were a true credit to our school.  

Mr S Marston, Chair of Governors 

I thought the students from St Bede’s were wonderful yesterday. It really brought the drama of the 

reading to life. I know these things take much planning and thank you for making it such an uplifting 

experience. 

Fr Stephen Pritchard 

Excellent presentation, so meaningful, attractive and motivating! 

Thank you all! 

Deacon Paul Mannings 

Y8 Literacy group move from strength to strength 
Year 8 have been working incredibly hard on their literacy skills.  Some students are now writing their 

own novel, some have completed an incredible 75% of their personalised online language programme, 

some have read 9 books since September, whilst others have gained at least 90% in their Accelerated 

Reader Quiz, and all are now enjoying reading a challenging class reader. 
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Primary German theatre event is a big success at St 
Bede’s 
As part of The Goethe Institute’s “Smart Choice: German” initiative, our aim this academic year is to 

provide in-house German teaching to 4 of our feeder primary schools, and to involve them in German 

cultural events and experiences. 

On Wednesday 6th February, we were pleased to welcome Tobias Stürmer and his Kasperle German 

theatre puppets into school for an interactive workshop. Primary school pupils from Saint Anne’s in 

Ormskirk and Our Lady and All Saints in Parbold got to find out more about Kasper, der Bandit und die 

Million. The pupils had to work out how to rescue Omama (grandma) from the bandit; in order to raise 

the money to pay her ransom, they had to sing in a German X Factor- style contest! Individual sessions 

lasted just under an hour, and took place in our school studio. 

As a follow up to the event, Tobias sent us all the final version of the film, where we find out what 

eventually happened to the bandit! Our primary linguists were involved right from the start. Tobias kept 

up the excitement all the way through, and made sure pupils were totally engaged. He also took time to 

encourage the pupils to continue to learn more German in the future – what a fantastic ambassador of 

the German language! 

Vielen Dank! 

We look forward now to planning an event for the summer term for our primary German linguists. By 

then, will all have been taught their in-house German series of lessons, starring characters Felix und 

Franzi. 
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Science trip inspires of Y10 students 
On Monday 11th February 30 students from Year 10 attended the GCSE Science Live Event at 

Manchester's Bridgewater Hall. The event was a chance for students to hear lectures from five of Britain's 

top scientists, all of whom work at the cutting edge of their specialisms. The Scientists included Professor 

Robert Winston, Professor Alice Roberts, Professor Lucie Green, Dr Helen Czerski & Professor Dave Cliff; 

their lectures ranged from the pioneering work surrounding IVF treatment to the applications of 

fieldwork studies in the Arctic and the future of computer Science! Upon return to school the pupils have 

commented on how informative and engaging the day was and how useful some advice they heard from 

a chief examiner was too. We will hopefully be running the trip for next year’s Year 10 cohort also. 
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Girls’ football teams have continued success 

Last week our under 14 girls were crowned West Lancs schools’ champion. (See picture below). They 

were unbeaten throughout the whole tournament. Our under 16 girls were runners-up; they just missed 

out on winning as it went down to goals scored! 

Another great evening for both our teams, the standard of girls’ football is becoming stronger each year 

and both teams did our school proud as always! 

 

Handball success 
Following on from winning the annual West Lancashire handball tournament back in November, the U15 

team have now qualified for the Lancashire Finals which will take place on the 8th March 2019.  What a 

great achievement!! Good luck girls! 
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Table tennis success 
St.Bede’s hosted the Yr7&8 West Lancs District Table Tennis Tournament.  Our teams won both team 

competitions and we also won both singles competitions with Seb Andrade (Yr7) and Sam Merriman (Yr8) 

winning all of their matches.  The boys were outstanding in their performances, attitude & commitment 

on the evening.  They were a great help to the PE staff taking a lead on much of the tournament structure 

& scoring as well as playing themselves.  Congratulations boys! 

 

Joshua Tobin Takes on the world’s best in Stuttgart! 
On Saturday 2nd February Joshua travelled to Stuttgart in Germany to compete at the prestigious 

Presidents Cup Taekwondo Tournament. This competition hosts the best athletes from across Europe and 

Asia and success at this event cements your standing amongst the Taekwondo elite. Despite having just 

under 30 athletes competing in his age group, including Korean competitors, which in this discipline are 

considered to be the best in the world, Joshua fought off an incredibly talented field of opposition to 

secure the silver medal. In fact he only just missed out on the gold medal by 0.05 to one of the Korean 

athletes, after having beaten the other two.  

More importantly, Joshua's medal guarantees him automatic qualification into the European 

Championships 2019 and once again gives him the opportunity to represent Great Britain on an 

international stage. This is testament to his hard work and dedication to the sport. 
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Jess reaches the final for Lancashire  
Jess Hodge, in Y10, represented St.Bede’s for Lancashire u16 girls’ football team in the national semi-

final. They were emphatic 5-1 winners against a Greater Manchester and are now through to the national 

final yet again. Jess is also playing for Everton ladies and has an exciting future in football. 

 

 

Parking message  
We have had several complaints about parents parking in areas around the school at the end of the day. 

Please could you park carefully to ensure pavements and roads are not blocked. We have issues in front 

of school with parents parking across neighbours’ drives and opposite the buses which causes additional 

congestion. The school is working with Safer Travel in order to find an effective solution.  

Simple, straightforward behaviour policy adopted 
Around the school we have a clear and more consistent behaviour policy for both staff and students to 

follow. The revised approach has come from discussions amongst staff. It is hoped that this new system 

makes our expectations clearer and allows students to see how they may be rewarded for great work. It 
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also explains clearly the steps that will be taken should the learning or safety of any child be disrupted. 

Please speak to your child about this or contact school should you have any questions. As you will see, we 

are asking students to be;  

1. Ready 

2. Respectful 

3. Safe 

Revision starts now 
With the right approach and application this could be another year of great success for students at St 

Bede’s. Revision sessions are already up and running so make sure you are attending to support your 

chances of success this summer. 

 

As we progress through the year more revision sessions will begin but don’t wait for them, get started 

now! 

Important notice for parents 
In our continued move to a cashless catering system and due to having no local bank providers, we need 

to reduce the amount of cash brought into school. With effect from Monday 7th January 2019 pupils 

wanting to top up their dining account in school through the revaluer will only be able to use notes; £5, 

£10 & £20.  Coins will no longer be accepted. Our Finance team will not be able to change coins for notes. 

All top ups to pupil accounts can be undertaken via our e-payment method of ParentPay. 

You are able to check your child’s spend and dinner balance using ParentScope which can be accessed 

via; www.lcrltd.com/stbedesormskirk.  

http://www.lcrltd.com/stbedesormskirk
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Are you considering teaching? 
St Bede’s is part of the Catholic Schools Direct programme which trains and develops teachers within a 

Catholic setting. There is a combination of university input and on-the-job training. Please see the flyer 

below and make contact via the details shown. 
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Find out more about SEND provision in Lancashire 
If your child has a special educational need or disability you may be interested in finding out more about 

what is on offer in Lancashire to support their needs.  

As their website explains: ‘The Lancashire SEND Partnership was formed following the Ofsted and the 

Care Quality Commission (CQC) joint inspection of our special educational needs and disability (SEND) 

services. 

The partnership brings together all the agencies in Lancashire which provide the SEND services for 

children, young people, their parents and carers. It ensures everybody can work together to deliver the 

best outcomes for children, young people and their families. 

The report by Ofsted and CQC highlighted a number of significant areas of weakness, which is a concern 

to everyone involved. Since the report was published we have established the SEND Partnership Board 

produced an action plan, made some significant changes to improve key areas of services and recruited 

new people to the team. 

The Department for Education (DfE) will be holding regular reviews to monitor our progress’. In order to 

access this information and all their latest news visit: 

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/special-educational-needs-and-

disabilities/shaping-send-together/lancashire-send-partnership/  

 

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities/shaping-send-together/lancashire-send-partnership/
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities/shaping-send-together/lancashire-send-partnership/
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What is your revision plan? 
For both our Y10 and Y11 students the time of year has come to step up the revision work! Please see the 

details below but don’t forget that the most important comes in every lesson and in the independent 

revision completed at home. 

 

Know where you’re going with Geography sessions 
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English Language, literature and drama drop-ins 
English (lang and lit) and Drama lunchtime drop-in sessions will be available to Y10 and Y11 after the 

February half term. These will run every day except Thursday in room 6 and students from any 

English/drama class can attend, without an appointment, and do: 

• Practice papers 

• Live marking on visualiser 

• One to one sessions on SPaG or answering comprehension questions 

• Quiet English/drama revision 

Make sure you get at least a 5 in Science 
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Exam timetable 
Please see the link below to see the dates of this year’s summer GCSE exams:  

http://www.sbchs.co.uk/files/5115/3857/4922/GCSE_Summer_2019_Exam_Timetable.pdf 

Get active at St Bede’s 
There are a great range of activities you or your child can be involved with at St Bede’s. See the calendar 

below and get involved! 

 

 

http://www.sbchs.co.uk/files/5115/3857/4922/GCSE_Summer_2019_Exam_Timetable.pdf
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Music clubs at St Bede’s 

 

Get involved with Art Support Club 

 

The art department is starting a Wednesday art lunch club producing recycled paper and plastic outfits 

for the end of year creative arts show. The students will be making their own recycled outfits and 

displaying these outfits via a catwalk. The club will be starting on the 6th Feb' and on-going weekly until 

the end of the summer term. 
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Prayer from our Chaplain 

Jesus the Refugee  
After the wise men had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream.  
“Get up,” he said,  
“take the child and his mother and ESCAPE to Egypt.  
Stay there until I tell you,  
for Herod is going to search for the child to KILL HIM."  
So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night, and left for Egypt.     
          Matthew 2: 13-14 
 

 

      Prayer for Refugees 
 Almighty and merciful God, 
 whose Son became a refugee and had no place to call his own; 
 look with mercy on those who today are fleeing from danger, 
 homeless and hungry. 
 Bless those who work to bring them relief; 
 inspire generosity and compassion in all our hearts; 
 and guide the nations of the world towards that day when all will rejoice in your  
 Kingdom of justice and of peace; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 Amen. 

Requests for prayer 
We pray for the students who have left us last year, always remember that you may leave St Bede’s but 

St Bede’s never leaves you. Finally, we pray for all of our school families, especially those experiencing 

difficult times. May you all know the Lord’s presence.  

Let us know your news! 
If you are involved in any exciting activities or you have stories of St Bede’s from years gone by please 

contact school and we can celebrate this in our fortnightly blog. Also if you have a relative or friend who 

you would like our school community to pray for let us know via admin@sbchs.co.uk.  

    God bless, 

    Mr P Denton, Headteacher 

mailto:admin@sbchs.co.uk

