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WHAT’S THE LATEST FROM 
ST BEDE’S? 

After a fantastic term, I have been really enjoying the range of events we have had in school 

over the last couple of weeks. The season of advent is one of anticipation, appreciation and 

celebration. We are blessed with so many staff and students that make this season so 

special for our entire school community. I do hope that as many of you as possible will be 

able to join us at our annual Christmas carol concert. The concert will be on Monday, 18th 

December at 7pm in St Anne’s Church. I am sure you value our school community as much 

as we do, so please make a special effort to be with us on that evening. 

As usual, you can see all the pictures along with many 

more stories on our twitter page @stbedes1957. 

 

Our network manager moves on 
Adam Green, who many of you will not have met, has been crucial to our school over the last few years. 

As our network manager, Adam has significantly redeveloped our IT system which now supports all of our 

students in their studies. We would like to thank Adam for his efforts and vision in developing St Bede’s 

network system. We wish Adam and his young family all the very best for the future. Adam is moving on 

to an elevated position in a private company. 

Wonderful Y10 Art Work 
I have been really impressed with the work of our Y10 Art students. The two groups have been working 

hard in lessons and even volunteering to stay behind after school with Mrs Mitchell to produce some 
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tremendous work. Year 10 are working towards their Natural Forms coursework.  Here are some 

beautiful examples of their homework. 

Isabelle Evans      Poppy Sheeran 

Emily Johnstone      Hannah Charnock 

Poppy Rattle     Skye Hayes 
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Badminton success for Y11 boys 
Joe White and Sean Phillips won the 

title of U-16 West Lancashire 

Badminton Doubles Champions 

earlier this month. The boys beat 

some tough competition to win the 

prize. All students are welcome to 

join our in-school badminton clubs 

which take place on Wednesday 

lunch times and after school on a 

Thursday. As usual, the boys were 

great sports as well as being great 

competitors, epitomizing the way 

we expect all of our students to 

represent our great school. 

New Maths achievement wall reflects high aspirations 
across the school 
Mr Gillon and the Maths department have started to celebrate the great efforts of students in our high 

achieving Maths department. The department is now recognised as a beacon of excellent across the local 

area and the wider Archdiocese of Liverpool. Several schools have sent colleagues to speak with our 

Maths leadership and teaching team to discuss the innovative, insightful and successful approaches 

employed. Mr Gillon, 2nd in department, is delighted with the new wall and the increased motivation it 

now provides students with. 
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St. Bede’s Hosts Sports Hall Athletics 

Written by Joseph Caygill, Year 10 
When the days get cold and the nights get dark, athletics becomes a lot more difficult to facilitate than in 

the warm(ish) summer. However, St. Bede’s is always more than welcome to host indoor athletics events 

in its fantastic sports hall. 

The athletics has to be subtly adapted to fit the 

dimensions of a sports hall, but the excitement 

and atmosphere is just as good. High school pupils 

take part in a number of track events in the main 

sports hall, running from end to end and kicking 

off bounce boards. These include the 2-lap, 4-lap, 

6-lap and 8-lap relay. One of the more enjoyable 

events of the evening has to be the obstacle relay, 

in which athletes navigate a series of hurdles, 

high-steppers and speed-bounces before racing to 

the finish line. 

Events are not just limited to the sports hall, though. St. Bede’s is lucky enough to have a gym as well, so 

this is where all of the field events take place. The lack of an indoor sandpit means athletes have to 

compete in the standing long and triple jump, as well as the standing high jump. For those who have 

more upper-body strength there is also the shot put. 

On the 21st, 22nd and 23rd of November, 

pupils in Years 7-9 took part in athletics 

events. This saw representatives from 

Tarleton, Our Lady’s, Ormskirk, Burscough 

Priory, Lathom, Up Holland and, of course, 

St. Bede’s. On all three occasions, Ormskirk 

– by far the biggest school – were victorious 

in both the boys’ and the girls’ categories. 

 

 

Throughout the week, Year 10 sports leaders from St. Bede’s 

joined forces with those from other schools to ensure that 

all three events ran smoothly. All three events were a great 

success and remind us why the West Lancs. Sports 

Partnership keep coming back every year. 
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RE students write and send heartfelt Christmas cards 
7E1 have been discussing the season of advent with their teacher Miss Skidmore. As part of this, the class 

decided to write Christmas cards to children who are living in areas of the world affected by war. The 

students’ messages showed a real compassion and an appreciation of the plight faced by many children 

their age. 
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St Bede’s choir share our Christmas joy with the 
community 
Last Friday the chamber choir visited a home for the elderly and those suffering with dementia. Thanks to 

the efforts of Mrs McMurray and Ms Monteith, this has become a regular event. Mrs McMurray told me 

what a joy it had been to be able to see some of our neighbours enjoy the singing of our students. We are 

so proud of our wonderful students and thankful to be invited to Abbey Wood Lodge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The legendary St Bede’s Christmas markets arrive 
On Friday 8th December the Modern Foreign Languages Department held a Christmas Market in the 

school’s drama studio. December 6th is St. Niklaus Fest in Germany and children celebrate this day by 

leaving out shoes which St Niklaus (Santa) fills with sweets and small presents. The studio was 

transformed into a “Weihnachtsmarkt” (Christmas market) with Christmas lights and decorated gazebos. 

Ably assisted by the Dream Team, the department organised many stalls selling a variety of goodies, 

including confectionery, candles and decorations. The students were also able to sample German- style 

“Glühwein” (warm Vimto!) and Christmas face painting and Christmas music contributed to the 
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atmosphere. Pupils enjoyed shopping for presents and a few treats for themselves! Here are some 

photos of the day: 

  

Here are some comments from 

students who visited the market. 

“The Christmas market looked great 

and had a very festive feel!” 

“I enjoyed the market. The 

combination of German drinks and 

trinkets with the festive mood filled 

the school with Christmas spirit.” 

“I thought the Christmas market 

had a great atmosphere and 

offered a good range of things to buy.” 

“The Christmas market made me feel very Christmassy and I look forward to it every year!” 
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Young reporters cover Christmas markets 
MFL German Christmas Market The MFL German Christmas Market is held every year in order to 

celebrate the festive season, selling a range of Christmas themed treats , ornaments and bits and bobs to 

bring home as gifts or tree décor. Pupils can bring in their own money to buy Christmas presents and 

enjoy a day of culture with their friends. With the average price ranging from 50p to £1.50, many sweet 

treats are up for grabs.  

Face painting is also available if you wish, and is done by the talented year 11s. With a front seat view of 

the bustling market, I can honestly say the market was a huge success! All pupils from Years 7 to 11 are 

invited to go to the market, as well as all the teachers, and everyone was able to chip in to the overall 

money raised from the sales. All money raised helps towards funding the school and purchasing more 

textbooks in the languages department and donating to local charities.  

Overall, our school experience has been improved, all thanks to the purchases made! Many hours of 

preparation were put in to make the overall experience as magical as possible. The night before, teachers 

and caretakers used their time to set up the stalls and put up decorative light and banners on the market 

stalls and all around the Studio, as well as Christmas music to really set the mood of Christmas time. If 

you missed the market, DON’T WORRY! It is held every year near Christmas time and all years are 

welcome to purchase lovely gifts and support our school and the wider community. 

Year 10 student building for success on his construction 
course 
Tom Kershaw in Year 10 studies Construction in Skelmersdale College and has kindly been making 

wonderful 'bespoke' items for the MFL department.   

He asked us what we would like him to make for us 

using his stonemasonry skills (completely out of the 

blue, as he no longer studies languages, so we don't 

see him very regularly anymore) and after some in 

depth planning meetings and prototype discussions 

(!), we settled on door stops for each of our rooms. 

Over the last two weeks, Tom has made these for us 

and carried them into school, despite their heavy 

weight and we are so impressed with the final 

product! Furthermore, Tom's kindness is something to 

be commended! 
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More success for the Y7 football team! 
The year 7 girls beat Southlands of Chorley 5-1 yesterday in the Lancashire Cup. They are now through to 

the quarterfinal stage of the tournament. We are very proud of this all conquering team for their effort, 

enthusiasm and skill! 

 

 

 

 

 

Epic English quiz taking place next week 
We will stage our English quiz next week for our Y10 students. They begin the run up to their English 

Literature exam taken at the end of this academic year. You can help at home by quizzing them on the 

focus text, ‘An Inspector Calls’ or even watching the film with them. 
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Bayley’s Christmas reads! 
The wonderful Bayley McNevin in Year 11 has been a literacy leader for 3 years, and is always on hand in 

the library to inspire younger pupils. He has put together a list of recommended Christmas reads. The 

books are all available in the school library and may be something you wish to enjoy together at home 

this Christmas. 
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School News by Holly Doran, Y7 

ROARing enthusiasm for Y7 aspirations programme 
The ROAR Programme Leaps into Action! The ROAR programme is an innovative new scheme that aims to 

encourage and inspire high schoolers into higher education. Miss McGee says that the ROAR programme 

is “an exciting new opportunity for anyone and everyone”. During the programme, the selected students 

will stay behind after school on some days, where they will learn about skills, such as debating and critical 

thinking, that would help them if they decide to enter college of university. The programme will finish 

with an exhibition evening and a chance to visit the University of York. 

Miss McGee and Mrs Roberts are running the programme, and some of the Russel Group Universities are 

The University of London and The University of Cambridge. If they complete the programme, the children 

will go onto a fun-filled day to the University of York. The applications were collected on the 6th of 

December, and the participants will be announced soon! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maths Murder Mystery Solved by Studious Sixes!  
On Thursday the 30th of November, Year 6s from 10 primary schools were invited (after school) to 

participate in a Maths Murder Mystery! In an horrific incident, one of the Maths teachers was cruelly 

murdered by another Maths teacher! The teams were trying to find who, what and where by solving 

Maths problems to find the clues. At the end of the night, the children were shown a video, revealing 

everything! The video showed Mr Molyneux telling bad jokes to the rest of the teachers, before MR 

Doolan had had enough. Although Mr Doolan hadn’t really murdered Mr Molyneux, the team with the 

most points was Our Ladies All Saints, coming first, closely followed by two Aughton Town Green teams, 

scoring 2nd and 3rd! The night was very eventful, and the Year 6s were able to crack the case! 
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The Dream Team bring Christmas cheer to those in our 
community 
This week our fantastic Dream Team delivered Christmas hampers to those in our community who need 

support this Christmas time. It is with great pride that I heard about the kindness shown by our pupils 

during their visit. The students spent weeks collecting the items that will have been donated by many of 

you. Well done to all involved and a special thanks to Miss Keys who does so much for local charities 

through the Dream Team. 
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Upcoming afterschool events and activities 
Date Event Detail 

December 18th Christmas Carol Service An evening of music, readings 
and Christmas spirit at St 
Anne’s Church (7pm start) 

December 19th Disco All funds raised are for charity. 
This event is for Year 7 and 8. 

December 20th Disco As above but for Year 9 and 10. 

December 20th Christmas Lunch As above but for Year 10 and 
11 

December 21st and 22nd Christmas Services All year groups to enjoy their 
own Christmas service over the 
course of the two days 

December 22nd End of term We will finish at 12.50pm on 
the 22nd. A letter will be on it’s 
way to you shortly. 

PE Extracurricular Timetable 
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Music Extracurricular Timetable 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Let us know your news! 
If you are involved in any exciting activities or you have stories of St Bede’s from years gone by. Please 

contact school and we can celebrate this in our fortnightly blog. 

Finally, we wish you all a very merry Christmas and we look forward to seeing you all in the New Year. 

Thank you to all parents, students and staff for the continued support of the school. 

    God bless, 

 

    Mr P Denton, Head of School 

 


