
HEADTEACHER’S BLOG 
 

WHAT’S THE LATEST FROM 
ST BEDE’S? 

The year begins well 
Welcome to another edition of our blog. We have had a wonderful start to our academic year which is 

now in full flow. This week we celebrated our open evening with prospective students and their relatives. 

The evening saw over 100 students volunteer their time to support the school. It was a real privilege to 

introduce the school and our ‘world class’ vision that is now writ large around the premises. If your child 

volunteered they were a real credit to you and showed St Bede’s in the best possible light. 

It’s been a busy first few weeks which has been captured to an extent in this fortnight’s blog. Keep up to 

date with daily news via our twitter page (@stbedes1957).  

Open Evening is a great success 
On Tuesday of this week we celebrated our open evening which was a big success. The students were a 

real credit to the school and as ever our best advert! We had around 150 students that volunteered to 

support the evening. Some students were based in departments while others gave tours. Our head boy 

and head girl gave speeches as did four of our Year 7 students who have been with us for a matter of 

weeks! If you were not at the evening here is what they had to say: 
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100% of students in education or employment 
We received news last week that once again, our NEET (not in education, employment or training) figure 

was once again 0%. Therefore, every single one of the Cohort of 2018 secured a future pathway that they 

are now engaged with. This does not happen without a lot of hard work by the students and the staff at 

St Bede’s. Mrs Turpin leads on Careers Education, Information, Advice and Guidance (CEIAG). Here is her 

report from the last 12 months: 

CEIAG 2017-2018 
Over the last few weeks of the last academic year, our  yr. 10’s participated in activities to prepare them 

for life after St Bede’s. They had taster days at two sixth form colleges – Runshaw and Winstanley – 

where they followed a timetable with their possible post 16 subjects .As you can see from the photos 

they all had an enjoyable day. 

 

In the week beginning 2nd July they all participated in business and enterprise week. They were able to 

develop key employability skills such as teamwork, communication skills, working to deadlines, time 

management and taking on responsibility whilst improving their self-confidence and motivation. 

 



HEADTEACHER’S BLOG 
 

Lourdes trip launch for summer 2019 
During the summer, nineteen of the last year 11 cohort took part in the Archdiocesan pilgrimage to 

Lourdes.  We are extremely proud of them and the many other past pupils who travelled to Lourdes in 

order to serve others.  Young people who participate in the trip frequently describe the experience as 

life-changing.  Below is an article which appeared in the Champion newspaper which describes the 

pilgrimage in more detail.  

 

Application forms for the 2019 pilgrimage will be available to download from Monday 1st October at 

9am. http://www.animateyouth.org/lourdes/lourdes-youth/.  

Any pupil in year 10 or above is welcome to apply.  Places are allocated on a first come first served basis.  

Pupils are supported in fundraising for the trip in school and parishes. 

Miss Skidmore or Clare Guidi is happy to answer any queries about the pilgrimage and support pupils 

who are applying. 

Year 7 get off to a flying start 
We have had a successful transition for our new Y7 students which has included a welcome mass, 

alongside an internet safety assembly, pedestrian road safety assembly on Monday 10th and Y7 sports 

trials. The pupils were happy to get involved and give answers in both assemblies. Football trials were 

very well supported and we had 41 boys taking part. Their first game finished in a 13-0 victory against 

Tarleton Academy.  

http://www.animateyouth.org/lourdes/lourdes-youth/
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World Class Work 
Our vision is clear, ‘A world class Catholic education that encourages our students to want to make the 

world a better place’. In this section of the blog I will be sharing some of the world class work our 

students produce at St Bede’s. 

Year 10 have made an amazing start to their Art GCSE. They have worked extremely hard on these mixed 

media pen and ink drawings. I am astounded at the high standard of work that has been produced so far. 

Keep up the good work Year 10! 
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Lewis signs for Accrington Stanley 
Lewis Grimshaw is one of our top footballers in Year 8. He has recently signed a two year contract with 

Accrington Stanley. It is always great to see our students developing their skills outside of school and 

Lewis is no exception. We all wish him the very best and I look forward to hearing about his progress. 

 

Mrs Harris qualifies as SENCO after four year course 
The SENCO award is a prestigious qualification which is only achieved by hard work and on the job 

development. It has been wonderful to watch Mrs Harris’ growth in the role as a result of her studies and 

commitment to the students in our school who benefit so much from her support. I am sure you will all 

join me in congratulating Mrs Harris on this success! 
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Dave Blendell retires after 20 years at St Bede’s 
He was the first to arrive every morning for over 20 years! This past summer our much loved site 

operative Dave Blendell retired from St Bede’s. Dave always had a smile for everyone and was there to 

open and close the gates. He also did a million and one other duties. He will sorely missed by his 

colleagues on the site team and by the whole St Bede’s community. We wish Dave all the very best in 

whatever he does in the future. We celebrated his retirement with a cake decorated in the colours of his 

favourite team, Manchester United. The cake, like Manchester United, will be sat in the middle of the 

table for the forseable future. 

 

 

Follow your child’s day through Class Charts 
If you have not received your log on details for Class Charts please contact school in order to track you 

child’s progress through the day. You can see behaviour points and achievement points through a live 

feed. There is also a homework feature. You should have had the details already but if you have not 

received them or you have misplaced them; please contact your child’s form teacher or head of year to 

get the necessary log on details. 
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Get involved at Amplify 
Amplify Youth Group has started the new term with lots of new ideas. Each week will see a new theme 

for the session.  The recent cookery session was a particular success. 

The youth club is run by the parishes of St Anne's & St Elizabeth's every Wednesday 3.15 - 5pm in St 

Anne's parish centre.  The facilities are excellent and many of our pupils go along to enjoy spending 

unstructured time with their friends in a supervised environment.   

  The session is aimed at years 7, 8, 9 & 10 and to attend just turn up. Sessions cost 50p. 

More info on the website:  amplifyyouth.co.uk. 
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Are you considering teaching? 
St Bede’s is part of the Catholic Schools Direct programme which trains and develops teachers within a 

Catholic setting. There is a combination of university input and on-the-job training. Please see the flyer 

below and make contact via the details shown. 
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Vacancies at St Bede’s 
Find all the details on our school website: http://www.sbchs.co.uk/vacancies/support-staff-vacancies/.  

 

Get active at St Bede’s 
There are a great range of activities you or your child can be involved with at St Bede’s. See the calendar 

below and get involved! 

 

http://www.sbchs.co.uk/vacancies/support-staff-vacancies/
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Prayer for the week 

 

Requests for prayer 
We continue to pray for Father Boniface and Father Godric as they continue their recovery from illness. 

We pray for all our new Year 7 students who begin their time with us. We pray for the students, who 

have left us last year, always remember that you may leave St Bede’s but St Bede’s never leaves you. 

Finally, we pray for all of our school families, especially those experiencing difficult times. May you all 

know the Lord’s presence.  

Let us know your news! 
If you are involved in any exciting activities or you have stories of St Bede’s from years gone by please 

contact school and we can celebrate this in our fortnightly blog. Also if you have a relative or friend who 

you would like our school community to pray for let us know via admin@sbchs.co.uk.  

    God bless, 

    Mr P Denton,  

Headteacher 

mailto:admin@sbchs.co.uk

