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WHAT’S THE LATEST FROM 
ST BEDE’S? 

Home Learning… still! 
As we arrive at the end of our eighth week away from school, the work is still coming in strong. We now 

have our timetable in place and the work on the website. Hopefully, you are finding it easier to organise 

your work at home. While we are not sure when there will be more students in school, it is now clear that 

we won’t see our KS3 students back in school until September. That means that home learning is more 

important than ever. Please do keep in touch with your teachers, year leaders and form tutors. If you 

have any questions for me or about school, please email admin@sbchs.co.uk. 

To keep up with all of our latest news, follow us on Twitter (@Stbedes1957). I hope you enjoy another 

packed edition of the blog. You have been completing some brilliant work at home. 

Life in school 
Most of the time, students in school are completing their home learning in the media room. Once a week, 

Mr Jones has been in school to do some DT work with the boys and girls. Last week they made some 

impressive planters. It is not easy to keep coming in each day but we appreciate their effort and focus in 

school. 
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More unseen heroes 
We are really lucky to have two colleagues behind the scenes who have made all the home learning 

possible. That is our network manager, Jake Ely and our IT technician, Louie Smith. Their calm approach 

during this time has helped staff and students to access the resources they need. Without their efforts to 

keep the website updated and keep students’ online platforms accessible, we would all feel much more 

distant. I would like to say a huge thank you to both Jake and Louie for their work which is often 

thankless.   

Our teaching assistants have been keeping in regular contact with the students they work closely with. I 

know this has been a big support for some of our students who require extra help in school. The TA team 

are also engaging in online CPD so they can improve their ability to support our students who have 

various special educational needs.  

Finally, for this week, you will have seen the thoughtful reflections we have been receiving from our 

chaplain, Jacinta. Her thoughtful words have been shared with staff, students and parents. We look 

forward to more reflections. Jacinta is also using this time to develop her own chaplaincy work with an 

online CPD course.  

Once again, thank you to all of our support teams who are helping us to get through this period of time.  

Postcards and time-capsules 
Miss Harris has set her class the challenge of producing design work that could be stored in a time 

capsule. Here is Matthew Moss’ effort below (left). Evie Owen has also created an image board to reflect 

the COVID crisis. 

 

 

 



 

HEADTEACHER’S BLOG 

Phoebe raises community spirits 
Phoebe Shone has been making things for a local care home in order to raise their spirits and bring a 

smile. So far she’s baked cakes, created an Easter egg hunt, made flower decorations and this week has 

planted up pots of sunflower seeds for each of the residents. 

Well done Phoebe! What a great way to spend your time away from school. 
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Amber’s beautiful care home cards 
Below are the cards that Amber Wells designed for the care home residents. Amber is one of our most 

talented artists. Miss Skidmore asked her what motivated her to create these gifts. Amber said, "I drew 

the design on my iPad. I tried to make sure it would make the residents smile and make them feel like 

they’ve got people thinking about them if they’ve got no one else." 
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Keeping fit at home 
Our PE department have shared some keep fit advice with our students. Miss Gray has created post 

below which is encouraging you to do at least two of the four areas on it. The aim is to complete at least 

an hour of physical activity each week. If you can do more that’s even better! 
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Brilliant fundraising at writing 
Sam Merriman’s (year 9) has created a report on some fundraising work he and his family have been 

doing to raise money for a charity. He has written this up to develop his English language skills as well as 

the work he is doing in literature. The writing is as impressive as the great way Sam has been spending his 

time. 
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What does it take to be an ace on the netball court? 
Savana Wright has produced a brilliant piece of work for Miss McGee. Her excellent work ethic and 

determination in the classroom is always matched on the netball court! With this homework she is 

hoping to advise other students they skills they can develop to improve upon their game. 
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St Bede's Staff - Who's Who? 
Over the past couple of weeks, members of staff have very kindly sent childhood pictures of themselves 

to be laughed at (sorry, guessed) on the school Instagram pages! Pupils have now had the opportunity to 

guess at these so it's only fair that the wider St Bede's community do as well.  If you want to see the 

pictures close up, they are still on the Maths instagram page (@stbedesormskirkmaths). Answers will be 

revealed in the next blog giving you plenty of time to guess and guess again! Good luck! 
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Are you interested in a bake off challenge? 
Brighten up your days with this colourful competition! 

 

Hannah Dykes in Y8 is cooking up a storm at home! Hannah’s work has been fantastic since we have been 

partially closed. Like many of the students, she’s finding ways to learn about many things other than just 

her academic subjects. Here are some of Hannah’s creations.  
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DT at home 

KS3 activities in the kitchen 
Students have been busy in the kitchen this week, as we enter our 7th week of lockdown.  

Darcy-Ann has been busy in the kitchen, making a batch of coconut macaroons. A sweet and delicious 

afternoon snack; prefect with a cup of tea.  

 

Ruby Benson cooked lunch for her family; bacon sandwiches. Here she is in action, grilling her bacon for a 

healthier option.  

 

Here we see Zach Norbury, busy in the kitchen making his lunch and demonstrating the claw grip 

technique. This was an extra challenge the students were given for during the week. Zach has been able 

to make something nutritious whilst show casing his knife skills.  

 

Finn Glover has designed a poster to highlight important health and safety rules to follow in the kitchen; 

at home or in school 
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Shane Parry has been busy making some sourdough bread. He removed the centre and filled it with wild 

onion soup. Shane has been working on a bread project and took his inspiration for his recipe from Paul 

Hollywood. Well done Shane! 

 

 

Alexandra Carroll has also been attempting bread; this time we have a bread snail. 
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Evie Maher has been busy in the kitchen. This week she has made kofta’s and pavola. 

 

Harry Copeland has produced detailed planning for the products he made.  
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Niall Carroll has prepared a gammon steak meal with expert presentation. 

 

Jessica Fawcett has been busy making a chocolate and strawberry sponge cake. It looks delicious.  

 

KS3 School Canteen Project 
Francesca Hampson has considered how her school canteen should be; from the atmosphere to the food 

and drink provided.  
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Eleanor Kervin has designing a new logo to be used in her school canteen. This is really colourful, clear 

and professional.  

 

Isobel Turnball has been busy in the design stage for a new drink for her school canteen project. Here is 

her bottle and logo that she has designed. It Is cherry flavoured.  

 

Kirsten Scotland has been continuing to work on her school canteen project. Here are her meal 

options.  
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Joseph Allen has designed and made vegetable fried rice, suitable for his school canteen project. This 

looks really tasty and has great presentation too.  

Iris Fearon has been busy designing her pasta dish to be served at lunchtime.  

 

NHS Bake Off 
Students have been encouraged to design and bake a cake that is colourful and celebrates our NHS. Here 

is a selection of NHS bake offs;  

Rosaura Johnson has been busy designing and baking her cake, celebrating The NHS. She has gone for a 

butterfly theme and the cake looks lovely and light.  

 

Ellena Carroll has also busy, designing her 6 tier cake celebrating the NHS. 
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Picnic for VE Day 

Pupils have been encouraged to prepare some sweet and savoury items that they could have in their 

front lawn party for VE Day. 

 

KS4 

Students have been encouraged to keep up with their making skills; making sweet and/or savoury foods.  

Greg Owens has made a frosted grape cheesecake 
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Lucy Currie has made lasagne by making her own ragu and béchamel sauce. Her layers have been 

separated by lasagne sheets.  

 

KS3 Design 
Joseph Ritson has been busy making a replica of Master Chief’s helmet in Halo, which has been made out 

of recycled materials.  

 

Jorge Smith has designed and made a folded leaflet, on a topic of his choice. He has designed one on PE; 

how to keep active during lockdown. 
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Cobey Bellew has been busy using recycled materials to produce his mobile phone holder 

 

Chemical Moles 
Following the trail of chemical moles, Miss Tiltson received a colourful completion by Joanna Thompson 

10N1. Her work stood out as Joanna was the only year 10 student to complete the puzzle with colours 

which made it eye-catching and clear. 
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Healthy mind, healthy heart 
It can be difficult to improve your PE skills at home. However, Bethan McCluskey has been doing so by 

mixing her English, media and PE skills together. Miss McGee shared her work with me and it is certainly 

very impressive. Below you can see her newspaper article highlighting the importance of PE. Well done 

Bethan! 
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Words from our chaplain, Jacinta 

May is the month of Mary-  The perfect travelling companion. 
Mary travelled a lot. With complete acceptance of God’s will, she made a number of journeys. In May, 

she journeyed to see her cousin Elizabeth , later to Bethlehem where Jesus was born . Forced to move 

again by the decision of Herod to kill all male infants , she flees to Egypt. We meet her again on the road 

to Jerusalem, where her son goes missing. The most sorrowful of her journeys was the journey to Calvary 

as she followed her son to His place of crucifixion. These journeys were hard. Some of them involved 

danger and fear, surely agony, as she followed her son to Calvary. On each of her journeys, she didn’t 

know what was to come, but, she did know the love of God. 

Every single one of us is on a journey. The part of the journey we are on at the moment is particularly 

hard. We don’t know what the future holds anymore than Mary did. Yet when Jesus said to John at the 

foot of the cross ‘Here is your mother’ he gave us his own mother as a loving guide, a beautiful 

companion on the journey. And what a travel guide for the journey. Mary is a woman of few words in the 

Gospels. But what she does say, and what is said about her, can inspire, guide and lead us in our journey. 

Our experiences in daily life are like threads with which God weaves our life, creating patterns and 

designs that are not clear or immediately obvious to our eyes. We don’t see the whole picture. Yet we 

think we do. We draw immediate conclusions, we react - sometimes not positively, we believe we know 

what the foregone conclusion is. We know it all.  This just makes the journey harder, more scary.  

After the birth of Jesus while others are “amazed” and act with “haste” (Lk2:16-21) Mary simply sat and 

“treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart.”  She sat and “pondered”.  Now is a time 

of struggle and anxiety. But it’s also a time of hope and possibility. Mary teaches us that time, silence and 

attention are necessary to perceive something of what God might be up to in our lives. She is teaching us 

to ponder, to reflect. How can I navigate my way through this in a way that will keep me and those I love 

well? What is God showing me here? How can I act like a Christian rather than simply saying I am a 

Christian?  How can we use this crisis to evolve into a better, fairer, more compassionate world- socially, 

politically and economically? This cannot fail to draw us closer to God. If we fail to ‘ponder’ we can find 

ourselves chasing the unimportant and valuing the futile along the journey. We can end up going 

backwards in our journey rather than moving forward.  

Mary also teaches us that on the journey we have to “treasure” the riches and blessings that we are 

immersed in and yet so often don’t recognise, let alone appreciate. There can be such joy found in the 

mundane, we can renew joy in old memories as well as catching fleeting moments of joy that naturally, 

might have passed us by of late. Joy is fleeting, perhaps more so than ever, but if we can catch it, it can 

sustain us. 

Lastly, Mary’s final words in the Gospel, in my opinion, offer a brilliant piece of travel advice for the 

journey. Mary and Jesus are at the wedding in Cana. Mary, ever attentive to the needs of others, sees 

they have no wine. After speaking with Jesus she says to the servants, in perfect trust, 

                            “Do whatever he tells you.”   

Mary’s mission has always been to point others to her Son, urging us to follow him. She wants us to see 

that it’s through him, we can have absolute joy. Yet these words also remind us about the need for 
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action. “Do” what Jesus tells you. It’s not enough to say we are Christians, we must live it out. And what 

does Jesus tell us? He tells us that on the journey, we must love, have faith and trust – Just like Mary.  

May Mary guide us, our families and loved ones in the coming weeks.   

God Bless ,   

Jacinta. 

Reflection 
Mary is the most wonderful intercessor. We can trust Mary to bring our concerns, worries and petitions 

for God’s help to the Father. As our Heavenly Mother, She lovingly joins our prayers with her prayers as 

she presents them to Jesus.   

During the month of May , let us present our prayers to Mary so She may intercede for us and those we 

pray for.  

Let us remember those in our community who have suffered loss, those who feel loneliness and 

hopelessness. Let us remember those who strive, daily,  to look after the vulnerable and sick, putting the 

needs of others, before their own. 

 May they know strength, comfort and consolation.  

The Memorare 
Remember, O most Gracious Virgin Mary, 

That never was it known that anyone who fled to Thy protection, 

Implored Thy help, and sought Thy intercession, was left unaided. 

Inspired with this confidence, 

 I fly unto thee O Virgin of virgins, my Mother, 

To thee I come, before thee I stand sinful and sorrowful. 

O Mother of the Word Incarnate! 

Despise not my petitions, 

But in Thy mercy, hear and answer me. 

Amen. 

A reminder to all St Bede’s pupils.          
Some things will never change. 

Our days seem very different now. It’s easy to think everything has changed. But there are lots of things 

that haven’t changed.  

We want you to know that the staff at St Bede’s continue to think about you, continue to care about you 

and continue to pray for you and your families every day. This will never change. 
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We might not see you for a bit longer but there are some important things we want you to remember. 

Yes, work is important. But ‘the most important’ thing is that each and every one of you knows that while 

we might not be actually in a school building , we are still a school family.  Whilst you might not see us 

face to face, we are here if you need us. Please remember , that if you are suffering bereavement, if you 

are finding hard to cope, if you simply need to speak to someone, we are here , always. Just ask. Email, 

phone, it doesn’t matter. Just reach out. 

We also want you to remember, that amongst the bad things that are happening, there are a lot of good 

things happening too. People are reaching out, people are caring and talking and sharing in ways we have 

never seen before. So, let’s all try to be as kind, as helpful and as generous as we can possibly be in the 

weeks ahead. Think constantly about the needs of others. And finally remember that God is always with 

us, even in the circumstances that we don’t fully understand, even in the places we can’t see. He is with 

us as we face every challenge. It’s the way God works and he knows that the goodness in us all will shine 

though. 

You are a truly amazing group of young people and while we might not see each other for a little while 

longer, if you need us just ask, keep being kind, remember all things will pass and keep talking and 

chatting to God, he is always listening. 

Jacinta x 

e.brown@sbchs.co.uk  

Would you like to get into teaching? 
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NHS Art Competition 
Well done to everyone who submitted a banner for the competition. We weren’t lucky 

enough this time but an excellent effort reguradless. 
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Year 10 

Molly Winters has created this gorgeous O’Keeffe copy using watercolour pencils. I love her 

colour mixing and blending skills. Well done Molly. 

 

Evie Jackson has been really creative with her use of crayons and black ink. This piece has 

been inspired by inspired by Kue King. 

 

Lucie Deakin has painted a canvas inspired by some work she did in PhotShop. An excellent 

composition and use of colour. 
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Year 9 pupils have been orking hard on their surreal collages. I absolutely love getting these, 

they really made me smile! 
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Year 7 have worked ever so hard on their sports figure drawings. Taking inspiration from 

Fernand Leger they have drawn a sports person sing shapes. They started off by sketching 

the shapes to get the proportions and position right, then they had a go at adding more 

shape to the figure. I think they’ve done a fantastic job. Well done Year 7 you’ve clearly 

been watching the youtube clips! 
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Year 8 have created some beautiful pieces of work inspired by Jasper Johns. They have 

overlapped letter and numbers and have been working on their shading skills. Such a great 

job!  
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To all the 'Lockdown Year 11s' 2020 - The Empty Desks 
This week is the week GCSEs would have started, 
The hall set up and the tables parted. 
 
The rules on the board, the display walls all covered, 
Your workbooks away, out of sight in the cupboard. 
 
Instead you are home, you're doing your bit, 
Protecting your families from getting too sick. 
 
You've all worked so hard, you should be so proud, 
You've revised all of your subjects, sometimes repeating out loud. 
 
You've even learnt algebra to the Nth degree, 
And now your exams, sadly, they will no longer be. 
 
Some may be sad that they can't take the tests, 
"Hip hip hooray," I've no doubt will say the rest! 
 
Whilst the tests are on hold and you stay home this term, 
Remember that tests can't measure everything you learn. 
 
And as a Teacher, I don't need exam results to tell me, 
How hard you have worked, it's easy for all to see. 
 
'Lockdown' Year 11, let me shout it out loud, 
You've made all your teachers, so very very proud. 
 
So please continue to learn, fill that brain up full, 
And remember, we will always think you're all so wonderful! 

Prayers for our families 
We are aware that several families have been effected by this pandemic. If you would like your loved 

ones to be mentioned in this blog with a request for prayer, please email their names to me. We are 

thinking of you all and send our condolences to anyone who has lost a loved one. If you would like any 

support from school in coping with your bereavement, please do get in touch. We have members of staff 

with experience of supporting those in their hours and days of need. 
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Let us know your news! 
If you are involved in any exciting activities or you have stories of St Bede’s from years gone by please 

contact school and we can celebrate this in our fortnightly blog. Also if you have a relative or friend who 

you would like our school community to pray for let us know via admin@sbchs.co.uk.  

God bless, 

Mr P Denton, Headteacher 
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