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WHAT’S THE LATEST FROM 
ST BEDE’S? 

Our Spring term is now in full flow and mock exams are coming to a close. The Y11 students 

have been an absolute credit to themselves and the school in the way they have 

approached the process. We now enter revision season and you can see the details at the 

end of this blog. Aside from this, there have been some really exciting lessons taking place, 

preparations for the arrival of our Chinese exchange students and many extra-curricular 

activities. I do hope the start to your 2018 has been as enjoyable as ours.  

As usual, you can see all the pictures along with many more stories on our Twitter page 

@stbedes1957. 

Keep up to date with our ski trip at www.facebook.com/groups/stbedesormskirk.  

A wonderful week with our Chinese Exchange Students 

 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/stbedesormskirk
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Once again the school has hosted 20 students from China as part of our Chinese Exchange programme. 

Miss Kelly has organised this event in conjunction with Edunion. Our students arrived at school on Sunday 

and immediately left with their families for a fun filled day around the North West. 

Our guests enjoyed Monday in school with a welcome assembly followed by lessons at St Bede’s. There 

was a real interest in the students in e very class as they saw what life was like in an English school. In one 

Year 7 art class, the students were fully involved and enjoyed their experience. 
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The school was presented with some beautiful gifts from our Chinese guests during the opening 

assembly. Our students were a credit to us as they welcomed them to the school during the week.   

 

 

For the remainder of the week, our guests enjoyed trips to Liverpool, the University of Central Lancashire, 

Laser Quest and many other exciting activities. The most pleasing aspect as a school has been the manner 

in which our student hosts have supported their students around school and at home. It has been a real 

pleasure to see so many smiling faces in classrooms and around the school.  

The Chinese students were accompanied by their teachers who visited the same locations but also had an 

opportunity to discuss the education systems in China and England with myself and Miss Kelly. We 

enjoyed a lunch and dinner together and had opportunities to speak with subject leaders across the 

school. 

Such an experience breaks down barriers that are often built up through stereotypes driven by media 

outlets or political agendas. When meeting people from seemingly distant cultures we often find that we 

have so much in common and much to learn from each other. I for one have learnt that the Chinese have 

a sleep on their desk after lunch, (I might try that myself)…or perhaps some cultural differences will 

always remain! Miss Kelly and the students will produce a separate report to this blog which will detail 

more about our experience of this cultural exchange. May I send a big thank you to all of the students, 

staff and parents involved. It has been a truly wonderful St Bede’s community effort to make this happen. 
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Mrs Wren’s recommended reads 
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Accelerated reader speeds up St Bede’s literacy levels 

 

Ruthless Year 7 football team progress again! 
The year 7 girls’ football team are now through to the semi-final of the Lancashire Cup after beating Unity 

College, Burnley 10-1 yesterday. 

They displayed a great attitude throughout the game and played some fantastic football once again. It's a 

pleasure to see a team work so well together and represent the school at this level. 
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Isabella sings her way to a great achievement 
Isabella Parker, 7AR, has recently gained a Distinction at Grade 5 in Musical Theatre (singing), which is 

GCSE level. Her singing teacher (external to school) is ecstatic with this achievement. We are of course all 

very happy to hear about this in school as another great example of the achievements our students make 

outside of school. I look forward to hearing more of Isabella in our school choir. 

 

Primary event brings big crowds for our sports leaders 
By Eleanor Cody 

The 25th of January was a busy evening for St Bede's, as the school hosted another primary school 

athletics event in the sports hall. The school welcomed primary schools from across the Lancashire region 

to participate in the eventful competition; these included schools from Burscough and Ormskirk. 

As the athletics takes place inside the school, the events are adapted to fit the hall, giving everyone a 

break from the cold weather. Due to the extensive amount of events in athletics, they have to be spread 

between both the sports hall and gym. In the sports hall, the primary school children compete in running 

events such as the relay races, sprinting and throwing. One of the relay races includes hurdles and speed 

bounce, which is the favourite race among most of the younger children. In the gym, smaller events take 

place including high jump, long jump, standing long jump and triple jump. 

Events such as this one take preparation from West Lancs Sports Partnership, St Bede's and the schools 

involved. For the event to run as smoothly as possible not only do representatives from West Lancs run it 

but Sports Leaders in various years from both Ormskirk and St Bede's attend. They take on the 

responsibility of taking scores from each child, demonstrate events and add up the total scores to reveal 

the winners at the end of the evening. Without the Sports Leaders and sports specialists from West 

Lancs, events like these would not be possible. 
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NCS Opportunity for our Y11 students 
NCS are visited school last week to present a fantastic development opportunity available to our Year 11 

students. Briefly, it is an 18 day programme that aims to develop skills including leadership and team 

work. It encourages participants to forge new friendships and build confidence whilst having fun! 

A letter has gone out in registers. The NCS were in school on Friday morning to deliver a presentation to 

Year 11 and were available at lunch to answer questions in the LRC. They will also be present at the year 

11 parents evening to answer any parental questions. 

Students signing up before 16th February get the programme for £35 with an early applicants discount 

(cost per head for the programme £50). 

24 of our 2017 Year 11 students graduated from the programme last year. If your child is interested 

please find out more information at the parents’ evening or contact school for more details. The letter 

sent home can also be seen below: 
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If your child is not in Year 11 then keep an eye out for when they are as this is an annual programme. 
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Past students go onto Oxbridge Universities 
Last week I was delighted to receive correspondence from Winstanley College which shared the great 

news that two of our ex-students had gone to Russell Group Universities. Billy Matthews and Alice Wong, 

have been offered places at Cambridge and Oxford respectively. Billy will be studying Land Economy 

while Alice Wong will be studying English Literature. We are really proud of theseformer students and 

hope that we can hear from their experiences at a future ROAR event!  

 

Art club continues to grow 
Art club have been busy this half term painting colourful animals onto fabric. Once they had painted their 

animal, we heat set the paint with a hot iron and then they started to sew into them.  They have done a 

fantastic job and really enjoyed this project.  They should all be really proud of what they created.  Miss 

Harris donated some prizes and judged the 4 best images, which were given to Jan Carlo Canas, Lucie 

Deakin, James Ferguson and Joseph Danher. I did not envy her as the quality of work was so high. 
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Stewardship studied by our marvellous Year 8 students 
Year 8s are learning about the importance of stewardship and caring for and looking after God’s creation 

for future generations. They are specifically learning about the life of Chico Mendes and trying to use his 

example in order to think of ways that we too can be better stewards of the Earth. They have also been 

given the challenge of caring for, preserving, and rejecting the temptation to consume a chocolate over 

half term.... I am sure they will be excellent stewards and bring it back intact next week! 
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Drama class sees a local theatre first hand  
Our year 11 GCSE drama group went on a theatre trip to Chester Story House on Wednesday 31st 

January to watch a performance of 'The Play that Goes Wrong' by Mischief theatre company. A great 

time was had by all and there should be some excellent reviews written in the end of year exam. Drama is 

a subject in which students achieve great results at St Bede’s thanks to student efforts and the 

inspirational Mr Keown! 

 

Revision season continues! 
At St Bede’s we are blessed with committed teachers who go above and beyond to support our students. 

Many classes have already started and just this morning a determined group of Y11 students attended a 

breakfast revision session with Miss Keys. It was a very early start and they have shown great 

commitment. There was even a lovely breakfast provided by Shona and the crew from our school kitchen. 
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Detailed below are just some of the subjects offering additional revision classes for our Y11 students in 

the run up to the summer exams. 

Computer Science and BACS 
Subject Day Time 

Computer Science Tuesday 3.20 – 4.20pm 

BACS Thursday 3.20 – 4.20pm 

 
Additional support for this challenging GCSE is offered to students on a weekly basis. Please ensure that 

you attend these sessions if you require additional guidance. 

RE Revision Y11 
Teacher Day Time 

Miss Kelly Thursday 3.15 – 4.15pm 

Miss Skidmore Monday 3.15 – 4.15pm 

Miss Keyes Thursday 8.10 – 8.40am 

 

There will be college intervention after February half term for a selection of students to enhance their 

knowledge on Judaism (paper 3). This will be delivered by St John Rigby College here at St Bede's. Chosen 

students will receive a letter prior to these sessions. 

Additional Languages Support 
Teacher Language Day Time 

Madame Gallagher French (N3) Tuesday 3.15 – 4.00pm 

Frau Williams German Tuesday 3.15 – 4.00pm 

Madame Williams French/German See below  

 
The revision sessions will be for both French and German and will run in N1 from 3.20 to 4.30 on the 
following dates. 

Thursday 25th January 
Thursday 1st February 
Thursday 8th February 

HALF TERM 
Wednesday 21st February 
Wednesday 28th February 

Wednesday 7th March 
Thursday 15th March 
Thursday 22nd March 

EASTER 
GCSE Speaking exams commence 10th April 2018 
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Art GCSE Support 
Teacher Day Time 

Mrs Mitchell & Miss Byrom 12.50 – 1.35pm Wednesday 

Mrs Mitchell & Miss Byrom 3.30 – 4.30pm Wednesday 

Mrs Mitchell 12.50 – 1.35pm Thursday 

Mrs Mitchell 12.50 – 1.35pm Thursday  

 

PE Year 11 Revision Classes 
Our dedicated PE staff are now running additional sessions each week in order to enhance specific areas 

of knowledge in the build up to the summer exams. Please see the details below and encourage your 

child to attend the right sessions for them. 
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PE Extracurricular Timetable  

Please have a look at the range of things that are currently taking place and encourage your child to get 

involved. 

 

Music Extracurricular Timetable 
Please also see our musical programme below and encourage your child to meet new people and try new 

things. 
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Upcoming events 
Event Detail Date 

Ski Trip Departs Ski trip will leave school during 
the day and return at the end of 
the half term break 

09.02.18 

School finishes for half term 
break 

 09.02.18 

Inset Day  Students will be off school for 
the day and return from half 
term on Tuesday 

19.02.18 

Y11 Parents Evening Following the Y11 reports, 
which will be sent out at the 
beginning of this week, the Y11 
parents are invited in to discuss 
their child’s progress 

22.02.18 

Prayer for the week 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Let us know your news! 
If you are involved in any exciting activities or you have stories of St Bede’s from years gone by. Please 

contact school and we can celebrate this in our fortnightly blog. 

    God bless, 

Mr P Denton - Head of School 


