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WHAT’S THE LATEST FROM 
ST BEDE’S? 

Easter celebrations have arrived  
On behalf of everyone at St Bede’s we would like to wish our entire school community a restful break. 

Please do see the parish newsletter sent from school which details all of the mass times over the Easter 

period. Please see the end of the blog for the many revision opportunities available for the summer 

exams. 

 

Be part of our parental focus group 
We are looking for a small group of 6-8 parents to support us in developing our school systems. In 

particular, we will be looking to improve our communication with home with such things as homework, 

parents’ evenings and our reporting system. If you would like to help us enhance the home-school 

partnership, please email admin@sbchs.co.uk with the title ‘Parental Focus Group’. We look forward to 

hearing from you and continuing to improve our school for the good of all of our students. 

Goodbye Shona! 
Our catering manager, Shona Huyton has retired after over a decade of service to St Bede’s. Shona leaves 

behind many happy memories with our students, who often retell tales of great ‘Pie Tuesdays’ during 

their leaving speeches. Shona has been so accommodating for the varied needs of our student population 

and we are very grateful for all of her efforts. 

We are now joined by Glynis Bourne as our new catering manager. Glynis has a wealth of experience and 

is looking to revamp our menu. Her focus is on delivering healthy, balanced meals which all of the 

students can enjoy. 

We wish Shona all the very best for her retirement.  

mailto:admin@sbchs.co.uk
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Dance Fever wows audience 
Many St. Bede's dancers and leaders took part in this fantastic show along with some of our family 

primary schools. This year’s theme was 'Musicals'. Hundreds of parents and family members came to see 

the event. There was representation from many primary schools with students from St Bede’s coaching 

the dancers along the way. This event shows the great leadership that our students can show. Thank you 

to all pupils and staff that have worked tirelessly to ensure this show was another success! 

 

Robinwood is a big hit again 
Around half of our Year 7 students enjoyed an outward bound weekend at Dobroyd Castle. The students 

enjoyed climbing, a giant swing, caving, games and much more. Their enthusiasm and willingness was a 

great representation of our school ‘can do’ culture. They were also a great example to the Y6 students 

from St John’s Primary in Burscough. We would like to thank all of the staff at Robinwood Centre for their 

support and organisation. 
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Y8 boys win the cup! 

 

Our Y8 boys’ football team retained the cup with a 5-0 win v Up-Holland.  The scorers were; Jack Rogers 

with a hat-trick, Oliver Wright and Louis Murphy. The boys are now on course to complete the league and 

cup double for two consecutive years. Their performance was ‘world class’ and the boys were a credit to 

the school. 

ROAR group visit York University 
As a reward for successful completion of the ROAR programme a group of Year 10 students visited the 

University of York as an opportunity to see what it would be like to study in a vibrant campus University. 
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After an early start we soon arrived in York where we were met by the student liaison team who got 

everyone involved in an ice breaker exercise of planning their ideal campus. Students then learnt about 

everything University life has to offer including a tour of the University, a chance to make their own 

society (for some reason I'm not convinced the chicken nugget appreciation society will be 

oversubscribed) and a Q and A session with students.  

 

Everyone enjoyed the trip and left feeling excited and enthused by the prospect of University life 

(although I'm not sure they are quite ready to look after their own clothes washing yet!) 

Y11 Food & Nutrition students cook up a storm 
Our GCSE Food & Nutrition students made spectacular dishes last week for the practical element of their 

course. I must say I did spend a considerable time tasting their food once the meals were completed. I 

tried some fabulous quiche, red Thai curry and samosas. The girls will no doubt excel in their exams. It 

was also very good to see our new food technology room being used to such great effect. Well done to 

Mrs Wainwright and all of her Y11 chefs! 

 



HEADTEACHER’S BLOG 
 

Tenner challenge has young entrepreneurs competing 
Students across various year groups have been competing in the ‘Tenner Challenge’. The competition 

arranged by Miss Caldwell give students a £10 starting pot and asks them to make the most profit in any 

way they can. There have been several activities taking place around school which has led to much 

excitement. The students will be entered into the national competition for great prizes and accolades.  

Annual Good Shepherd Appeal raises money for Cancer 
Research 
Q-local snapped a group of St Bede’s students raising money for our  Good Shepherd Appeal. Roger 

Blaxall of Q-Local wrote, ‘Pictured just about to wrap up - and that was the operative phrase - on 

Saturday afternoon are three of the team of St. Bede's fundraisers who braved the wet and windy 

weather at a charity market stall’. 

 

Geographers hit the streets 
On Wednesday March 20th our Year 7 pupils visited Ormskirk town centre to carry out some fieldwork 

tasks for their topic on settlements.   

Here is a description of the work that the pupils completed by Grace Heffey in 7W2.  

 “Our geography class visited Ormskirk town centre to study the environment, the areas that are the 

most popular and the shops and facilities that already exist, so that we could decide what type of new 

business Ormskirk might need and where this business should be located.  

We worked in groups and completed 3 different tasks – a land use survey (we kept a tally of how many 

different shops there are and how many shops are currently unused), an environmental quality survey 

(we rated each area on a scale of 1-5) and a pedestrian count (we timed how many people walked past us 

in 3 minutes) to see which area is the most popular.   
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From the land use data that we collected my group have decided that Ormskirk needs a cinema. We are 

now going to use our pedestrian count results and environmental quality survey results to decide on the 

best location for this cinema”.   

 

 

Year 11 visit Chester Story House 
Our Year 11 GCSE drama group visited Chester Story House on 26th Feb to see a production of 'Annie' in 

preparation for their final exam next month. Unsurprisingly, the drama crew found the dress up box! 
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Councillor Hennessey visits school 

 

Last Friday, we were visited by Nikki Hennessy, our local county councillor. We were given the 

opportunity to ask her questions about her job and her role as a county councillor. She talked to us about 

the upcoming development of Ormskirk, including the new pool and also about the types of problems 

and concerns she deals with. Miss Skidmore told me, ‘I found Nikki’s visit very interesting, learning a lot 

about being a councillor.  I think that it was really good for all the pupils involved as it may encourage 

everyone to get involved and help out in the local community’. The students really enjoyed the sessions 

which took place during Miss Skidmore and Miss Kelly’s RE classes.  

One student explained, ‘When Nicki Hennessy visited it was very exciting for the whole class as we got to 

spend a lesson questioning a councillor and giving our views to her. It was a very interesting experience 

for all of us. The visit was a very good opportunity for everyone and let us think about what Ormskirk will 

be like in the near future the most interesting part of the visit was when she gave us the insight of when 

we asked if she wanted to stay or leave the E.U she said stay when she returned the question few wanted 

to leave’. 

Another student added, ‘The day Nikki Hennessey came to our class was an exciting day for everyone. It 

was fascinating, intuitive and inspiring. The whole class was intrigued by the stories that Nikki told us and 

the responses she gave to our questions. Nikki talked about her job as if it was a paid hobby and that she 

would never change it. She told us the important responsibilities that a counsellor and borough 

counsellor has do deal with on a daily basis and gave us some insights of what is to come to Ormskirk 

over the next couple of years. Nikki was very polite and patient with our class, answering every question 

that we threw at her no matter what it was about’.  

We are very grateful for Councillor Hennessey giving up her time and we look forward to welcoming her 

again in the future. 
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Unilever Presentation Day by Mr Oakley 
On Thursday 21st March St. Bede’s Unilever Bright Future group travelled back to Port Sunlight for the 

Bright Future presentation day. Pupils have been working tirelessly since November, getting together on 

Wednesday evenings to come up with a product idea and a sales pitch to present to Unilever staff. As 

mentioned in our blog post after the first trip, our pupils have decided to create a hair or skincare 

product that is entirely plastic free. 

One group designed a product that would be solid soap flower petals, designed to be stored in a glass jar. 

One petal would be used per wash, and this would cut down on plastic hand soap containers, providing 

an easy and appealing alternate. Our second group designed a product that was a sustainable shampoo 

bar, shaped as an egg. This would be stored in a standard egg box, however the eggs themselves would 

be completely customisable. Different ingredients, different hair needs, different styles and designs – the 

possibilities would be endless! 

 

Pupils needed to learn about different design techniques, marketing strategies and market research. They 

had to create inspiration collages, mock designs, displays, as well as prepare a 10 minute speech to 

deliver to sell their product. They needed to consider how the product would be made, costing, target 

demographics, where their niche in the market was and how to make it profitable.  

 

The two groups had to present 6 times to different pairs of Unilever staff – including some very high up 

people! The pupils were an absolute credit to themselves, St. Bede’s, and everybody that has supported 

them along the way. The way they presented to the judges was mature, professional and confident. I had 
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a huge amount of positive feedback from other teachers and pupils from other schools that were 

competing about our presentations and project ideas.  

We hope that this is something that the pupils will remember for a long time, as this could just be the 

thing that inspires somebody to pursue a career in science.  

St Bede’s Reunion! 

 

Book cover designers win praise  
Miss Byrom’s 8W1, 9W1 and 9W2 class have been entered into the Chapel Gallery book cover design 

competition where there will be an exhibition of the work. The deadline was last week and we have had 

an email already from the Chapel Gallery praising the standard of the work. We look forward to hearing 

about the result of the competition. 
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DT club creations 
Year 7 DT club have designed and made bookends this term.  Here are a few of the finished pieces. 
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Saturday revision keeps rolling on 

 

Many Year 11’s have been attending media and English revision classes on Saturday mornings. It is 

wonderful to see the effort both staff and students are putting in to give ourselves the best chance of 

doing well this summer! 

Franco German Quiz 
In February, Year 7 took part in our annual St. Bede’s Franco – German Quiz. The quiz consists of 60 

multiple-choice questions about vocabulary, grammar and cultural aspects of the French and German 

language.   

Every participant received a certificate and a prize to acknowledge their participation.   

We also awarded the following prizes during assembly this week, to: 

Harry Caygill 3rd Place - £15 amazon gift voucher 

Joe Allen 2nd Place - £20 amazon gift voucher 

Grace Kelly 1st Place – tablet computer! 

 

Well done to all pupils, but most especially to Harry, Joe and Grace! 
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Good Shepherd fundraising continues 
Year 11 Arrowsmith, Campion + More have been taking part in Stall in the Hall and raising money for 

Good Shepherd. Well done to all involved. 

 

Would you like to join our World Class team? 
We are currently looking to recruit invigilators for our upcoming exams. All the details can be found on 

the school website via this link: http://www.sbchs.co.uk/vacancies/support-staff-vacancies/.  

http://www.sbchs.co.uk/vacancies/support-staff-vacancies/
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Shop for your school uniform online 
Whitakers now has an online shopping facility. You can buy your school uniform via the link below:  

https://www.whittakersschoolwear.co.uk/product-category/southport/st-bedes-catholic-high-school/  

 

Parking message  
We have had several complaints about parents parking in areas around the school at the end of the day. 

Please could you park carefully to ensure pavements and roads are not blocked. We have issues in front 

of school with parents parking across neighbours’ drives and opposite the buses which causes additional 

congestion. The school is working with Safer Travel in order to find an effective solution.  

https://www.whittakersschoolwear.co.uk/product-category/southport/st-bedes-catholic-high-school/
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Simple, straightforward behaviour policy adopted 
Around the school we have a clear and more consistent behaviour policy for both staff and students to 

follow. The revised approach has come from discussions amongst staff. It is hoped that this new system 

makes our expectations clearer and allows students to see how they may be rewarded for great work. It 

also explains clearly the steps that will be taken should the learning or safety of any child be disrupted. 

Please speak to your child about this or contact school should you have any questions. As you will see, we 

are asking students to be;  

1. Ready 

2. Respectful 

3. Safe 

Revision starts now 
With the right approach and application this could be another year of great success for students at St 

Bede’s. Revision sessions are already up and running so make sure you are attending to support your 

chances of success this summer. 

 

As we progress through the year more revision sessions will begin but don’t wait for them, get started 

now! 

Important notice for parents 
In our continued move to a cashless catering system and due to having no local bank providers, we need 

to reduce the amount of cash brought into school. With effect from Monday 7th January 2019 pupils 

wanting to top up their dining account in school through the revaluer will only be able to use notes; £5, 

£10 & £20.  Coins will no longer be accepted. Our Finance team will not be able to change coins for notes. 

All top ups to pupil accounts can be undertaken via our e-payment method of ParentPay. 
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You are able to check your child’s spend and dinner balance using ParentScope which can be accessed 

via; www.lcrltd.com/stbedesormskirk.  

 

Are you considering teaching? 
St Bede’s is part of the Catholic Schools Direct programme which trains and develops teachers within a 

Catholic setting. There is a combination of university input and on-the-job training. Please see the flyer 

below and make contact via the details shown. 

 

http://www.lcrltd.com/stbedesormskirk
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Find out more about SEND provision in Lancashire 
If your child has a special educational need or disability you may be interested in finding out more about 

what is on offer in Lancashire to support their needs.  

As their website explains: ‘The Lancashire SEND Partnership was formed following the Ofsted and the 

Care Quality Commission (CQC) joint inspection of our special educational needs and disability (SEND) 

services. 

The partnership brings together all the agencies in Lancashire which provide the SEND services for 

children, young people, their parents and carers. It ensures everybody can work together to deliver the 

best outcomes for children, young people and their families. 

The report by Ofsted and CQC highlighted a number of significant areas of weakness, which is a concern 

to everyone involved. Since the report was published we have established the SEND Partnership Board 

produced an action plan, made some significant changes to improve key areas of services and recruited 

new people to the team. 

The Department for Education (DfE) will be holding regular reviews to monitor our progress’. In order to 

access this information and all their latest news visit: 

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/special-educational-needs-and-

disabilities/shaping-send-together/lancashire-send-partnership/  

 

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities/shaping-send-together/lancashire-send-partnership/
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities/shaping-send-together/lancashire-send-partnership/
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What is your revision plan? 
For both our Y10 and Y11 students the time of year has come to step up the revision work! Please see the 

details below but don’t forget that the most important comes in every lesson and in the independent 

revision completed at home. 

 

Y10 - Get ready for English Lit! 
GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE EXAM DATES / ADDITIONAL SUPPORT PROGRAMME 

WEDNESDAY 15TH MAY 2019 – ENGLISH LITERATURE COMPONENT 1 – 2 HOURS (40%) 

* Shakespeare text 

* Poetry Anthology 

THURSDAY 23RD MAY 2019 – ENGLISH LITERATURE COMPONENT 2 – 2 HOURS 

30 MINUTES (60%) 

• An Inspector Calls 

• A Christmas Carol 

• Unseen Poetry from the 20th/21st Century 

• GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE SUPPORT 

• CGP Study Guides will be supplied for a number of texts 

• Tuesday-Thursday after school revision classes. 3.15-4.00PM LRC. Begins mid-March. 
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• Registration Revision – 10 minute literature themed mini-challenges in registration 

• Saturday morning mock exam sessions (Date TBC) – One each for Paper 1 and Paper 2. 

• 1-2-1/Small group literacy intervention 

English Language, literature and drama drop-ins 
English (lang and lit) and Drama lunchtime drop-in sessions will be available to Y10 and Y11 after the 

February half term. These will run every day except Thursday in room 6 and students from any 

English/drama class can attend, without an appointment, and do: 

• Practice papers 

• Live marking on visualiser 

• One to one sessions on SPaG or answering comprehension questions 

• Quiet English/drama revision 

Know where you’re going with Geography sessions 
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Make sure you get at least a 5 in Science 
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MFL Revision 
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Exam timetable 
Please see the link below to see the dates of this year’s summer GCSE exams:  

http://www.sbchs.co.uk/files/5115/3857/4922/GCSE_Summer_2019_Exam_Timetable.pdf 

Get active at St Bede’s 
There are a great range of activities you or your child can be involved with at St Bede’s. See the calendar 

below and get involved! 

 

http://www.sbchs.co.uk/files/5115/3857/4922/GCSE_Summer_2019_Exam_Timetable.pdf
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Music clubs at St Bede’s 
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Get involved with Art Support Club 

 

The art department is starting a Wednesday art lunch club producing recycled paper and plastic outfits 

for the end of year creative arts show. The students will be making their own recycled outfits and 

displaying these outfits via a catwalk. The club will be starting on the 6th Feb' and on-going weekly until 

the end of the summer term. 
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Prayer from our Chaplain 

 

Requests for prayer 
We pray for the students who have left us last year, always remember that you may leave St Bede’s but 

St Bede’s never leaves you. Finally, we pray for all of our school families, especially those experiencing 

difficult times. May you all know the Lord’s presence.  

Let us know your news! 
If you are involved in any exciting activities or you have stories of St Bede’s from years gone by please 

contact school and we can celebrate this in our fortnightly blog. Also if you have a relative or friend who 

you would like our school community to pray for let us know via admin@sbchs.co.uk.  

    God bless, 

    Mr P Denton, Headteacher 

mailto:admin@sbchs.co.uk

