
HEADTEACHER’S BLOG

WHAT’S THE LATEST 
FROM ST BEDE’S? 

Home Learning! 
Welcome to another edition of our school blog. This edition is very different. We have lots of 
stories of great home learning and some information to help face the challenge that is home 
learning. Whatever you are doing with your children, make it fun and enjoy being together as 
a family. I have three young children and they have varying levels of enthusiasm for being 
taught by Dad at home! I hope you are finding time to enjoy being with each other more. As I 
said in my last letter home, we will never get this time back as our children grow older. They 
will certainly remember this time and be learning much more from you than you can teach 
from online resources.  Whatever happens, we will be as determined as ever to ensure your 
children get the best possible education as soon as we are back at school. As ever, you can also 
keep up to date via our Twitter page (@stbedes1957).  

Coronavirus update 
As I write this, we have no further information on when we might be back at school. There is 
no secret flow of information to headteachers about a possible return date. All we can do is 
make the very best of the current situation and be there for each other. If you are enduring 
any hardship that we can help with, please just contact school (admin@sbchs.co.uk) and we 
will do our very best to help. 

Scarlett gets stuck into her Science 
Mr Basquill shared some great work that Scarlett Sutter of 7N1 has sent him. Scarlett sent in a 
few photographs of the flower dissection she did at home as part of her work on reproduction 
in animals and plants. 

  

mailto:admin@sbchs.co.uk
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Incredible artist Amber creates masterpiece 
Amber Wells has been creating a great piece of art work to represent the message of Pope 
Francis’ ‘Laudato Si’. The piece will be submitted to the Archdiocesan media competition. Am-
ber’s work is intricate, soulful and beautifully created.  

Amber explained to me, “The model I have made represents both our environmental mission, 
and finding the courage as individuals to spread the ‘Joy of the Gospel’ in our communities and 
beyond.The tree is a symbol of the growth of our faith which as it matures, it becomes 
stronger and reaches out further to unite and support our world. The tree may take courage to 
climb but our faith and belief in Jesus will carry us upward, and the journey will reward us 
with hope and joy which we can share with others. Each branch is an extension of love and 
compassion to those who cross our path which flourishes and spreads the more it is shared. 
The tree’s canopy reflects a safe place for people to shelter, like the Catholic Church. The 
cross above lights up the whole of creation, and is always present to inspire us to spread the 
‘Joy of the Gospel’.” 

Here is Amber’s work: 
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Reflections from our Chaplain, Jacinta 
I was a big fan of Seamus Heaney, and then I decided to write my dissertation on his work. 
Whilst in awe of his genius , it was quite clear to my twenty-something self that it's much nicer 
chatting about a poet than writing thousands of words analysing their work. Over the past cou-
ple of weeks, Seamus Heaney's words have been echoing in my head- again: 

'The way we are living, timorous or bold, will have been our life.' 

Timorous or bold . We decide. In light of the crisis we find ourselves in,  these words seem to 
have even greater significance. The contemporary meaning of the word 'crisis' refers to times 
of difficulty or insecurity but the original meaning of the word, from the Greek 'krinein' , is 'to 
decide'.   

The corona virus offers each of us and society, the opportunity to decide what kind of people 
and therefore what kind of society we want to be. We can decide to act boldly with compas-
sion,  solidarity and love for our neighbour. In the face of this crisis, we are called to be living, 
bold examples of Gospel values, faith, hope and love. It has also created a sense of immediacy, 
we have to love 'now', share 'now', care 'now'.  

In the face of crisis we might ask, “Where is God? What is he communicating to us?” God is 
here amongst us, in us. We are called to be God's hands on earth, His heart, His eyes, His feet 
on earth. God is here through the goodness of our actions.  

It sounds so simple, but as Heaney said, the way we are living, will have been our life. Let us 
ask God to help us draw closer to each other, to remind us of the things that truly matter in 
our lives and to love.    

Lenten Prayer - Time. 

Time to make the desert journey 
and renew our way to life. 

Time for testing and time for changing. 
Time to trust the word of God. 

Time to recognise holy presence 
and share Cyrene's work. 

Time for forgiveness and for healing 
and to repent our broken lives. 

Time to build God's dwelling with us 
and proclaim full life for all. 

Time to watch and wait with Jesus 
and to prepare the upper room. 

Time to turn our lives again to God 
and to transform our world with love. 

Let us pray for those who have lost loved ones. 
May God console them and grant them peace. 
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We pray for all care givers. 
Grant them courage and strength. 

Amen. 

Holy Week resources 
All Parents and carers can access Holy Week Resources to use at home on the school website, 
under the parent section of the website. This will be updated weekly with further resources. In 
light of Church closures, live Sunday Masses can be streamed from a variety of sources includ-
ing: 

 www.Liverpoolcatholic.org.uk   

YouTube: StAnne &St Bernard Liverpool UK 

For Children's Liturgy: www.tentenresources.co.uk      

Hannah's generosity. 
Despite the upheaval and challenges of the last few weeks, Hannah Dykes, year 8, has yet 
again allowed her generous spirit and endeavour to shine through. Hannah has collected over 
25 Easter eggs for the food bank and vulnerable people in the community. Hannah is an exam-
ple to us all and a wonderful role model to all. Well done Hannah. 

Would you like to get into teaching? 

  

NHS appreciation by students in school 
Miss Harris and some of our students have made some art work to thank the great work our 
NHS are doing. The work was completed by students who have been attending school as their 

http://www.Liverpoolcatholic.org.uk
http://www.tentenresources.co.uk
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parents are keyworkers. We have had a very small number of students but we’re 
happy to be able to help them. 

  

Hannah shows love for the NHS in 
her window 

  

Hannah Birkett has created an NHS appreciation window in her home. Hannah has been moved 
by the work our NHS workers are doing at this time and wanted to make a statement. We 
would encourage all of our students to do something similar. Hopefully, we will now have a 
generation of children that see the incredible worth of the nation’s real ‘key’ workers.  

Music to beat the corona virus blues
Music is amazing for well-being, both physically and mentally. A good tune boosts feeling of 
happiness and a dance around the kitchen helps to keep you fit.  
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What an unbelievable and crazy time we are having at the moment. I went from a full on mad 
life; leaving for work at 7.15am, full day teaching, choir every lunch time, after school meet-
ings, running my daughters about every night to dancing, music lessons, making dinner, plan-
ning and marking work and then trying to fit in a few hours sleep, before it all started again.  

I didn’t realise how brilliant all that was until it stopped!  

I miss the friendly faces in the staff room, the laughs with 11 More at form time when I give 
out the daily presents of makeup wipes, the smiles of all of my pupils when they come to mu-
sic (especially when I’m welcoming them singing ‘good morning, good morning, we’ve slept 
the whole night through, good morning, good morning to you and you and you and you!!!!’), 
break time tea and toast, hundreds of pupils asking me if they can use the 3 practice rooms to 
rehearse, congregation in the music area (even though it’s out of bounds and Sarah and I pre-

tend we haven’t seen them!  ), trying to eat lunch at the same time as rehearsing (now 
that’s a challenge), different choirs every lunch time (Monday – Year 7, Tuesday – Boys and 
Band, Wednesday-Chamber Choir, Thursday – Disney Choir, Friday – Senior Choir). Friday choir 
is the craziest by far!!!!! Cramming 80+ pupils in my classroom, all of them trying to sneak in 
lunches and thinking they can hide full plates of fish, chips and beans and a chocolate brown-
ie. Then at 1.25 we eventually start to rehearse after I’ve managed to get them all quiet at 
last…we call that one ‘Crazy Choir’ now instead of ‘Senior Choir’.  

So, let’s keep music alive through all of this…. I’m suggesting that: 

Every week pupils, parents and staff create a playlist of upbeat, happy songs which we will 
share with you all. Please send any shout-outs and/or pictures of you singing/dancing along to 
the music, to a.mcmurray@sbchs.co.uk 

All of the choirs can log on to our choir link at http://tinyurl.com/stbedeschoir  

You should click on St Bede’s Chamber Choir then Hushabye. You will find all the sound files for 
the 3 parts for you to rehearse. Put headphones in to hear your part clearly in your right ear.  

Send any video files or pictures of you rehearsing the whole song and we will try to put it to-
gether as a virtual choir 

Send any Tik Toks of you and friends to a.mcmurray@sbchs.co.uk 

Send a photo/video of you practising any kind of music (playing piano, flute, guitar, singing 
etc) and we can all be part of our virtual music community.  

 (GCSE pupils should definitely be sending me these photos as evidence you are practising 

  

So, take care, look after yourself and keep ‘musicing’ (not a real word) as part of our contribu-
tion to help reset the community’s equilibrium.  

Keep those pictures and videos coming in!! 

Mrs Mcmurray 

mailto:a.mcmurray@sbchs.co.uk
http://tinyurl.com/stbedeschoir
mailto:a.mcmurray@sbchs.co.uk
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Art work continues to flourish at St Bede’s 
Year 7 have been working on their Insects project. They have been developing their observa-
tional drawing skills and practising using tone and texture.  

  

Harry Copeland 

  

Mae Hills 
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Brayden Bailey 

Year 8 have been researching the artist David Edgar. Edgar uses recycled materials to create 
pieces of art. Here is a video clip of him making a fish. Have a watch and then give it a go 
yourself. I can’t wait to see your creations. 

https://contemporarycraft.org/meet-a-maker-david-edgar/ 

  

https://contemporarycraft.org/meet-a-maker-david-edgar/
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Year 9 have been looking at the artwork of Loui Jover. Jover takes photos of famous people, 
breaks them up and then adds patterns, shapes and colours to them. Here are a few colourful 
creations. 

  

Will Jackson 

  

Lily Copeland 
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Bethany McClusky 

Things to do at home… and remember the hashtag #creativitybeatscorona and tag the Art In-
stagram account sbchs.art 

• Secrets of the Museum, BBC iPlayer – Take a look behind the scenes at the V&A where 
you can meet Frankenstein’s monster, discover the real Alice in Wonderland, see the 
Star Wars costumes and much more… 

• Have a go at some drawing tutorials, this is really good! http://www.robbiddulph.com/
draw-with-rob 

• Watch short video clips from artist interviews to curator-led tours of exhibitions, The 
Royal Academy https://www.royalacademy.org.uk/articles/tag/videos 

• Ever wanted to paint like Kandinsky? Check this out! https://www.tate.org.uk/art/
artworks/kandinsky-cossacks-n04948/how-paint-kandinsky There are loads of other tu-
torials on here too.  

• There are so many activities on the Tate website. https://www.tate.org.uk/kids/
make/paint-draw/make-marbled-paper-foam have a go at marbled paper, make a 
chocolate art work or make a doodle Gif. 

The Art and English department are recreating famous paintings, only using items from home. 
Take a look at what we’ve been doing and have a go yourself. Send your photos to the Insta-
gram account sbchs.art 

    

http://www.robbiddulph.com/draw-with-rob
http://www.robbiddulph.com/draw-with-rob
https://www.royalacademy.org.uk/articles/tag/videos
https://www.tate.org.uk/art/artworks/kandinsky-cossacks-n04948/how-paint-kandinsky
https://www.tate.org.uk/art/artworks/kandinsky-cossacks-n04948/how-paint-kandinsky
https://www.tate.org.uk/kids/make/paint-draw/make-marbled-paper-foam
https://www.tate.org.uk/kids/make/paint-draw/make-marbled-paper-foam
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Year 11 have been extremely dedicated and are continuing to work on their exam project. 
Here are a few pictures they’ve sent us: 
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Poetry and love of language in English 
Year 7 Poets 
This term, Year 7 have been studying poetry and are now trying their hand at writing some of 
their own. Rose Jackson wrote this incredible poem which really strikes a chord with the cur-
rent climate: 

  

Short Story Competition 
St. Bee's Priory School in Cumbria is running a 900 word story competition to mark their 900 
year anniversary. The competition is open to years 7-9 and can be of any genre or topic you 
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like! There are prizes of £50 Amazon vouchers for winners. Send over stories to Miss Ferries at 
l.ferries@sbchs.co.uk. Please note that the deadline has been extended to the 29th May. 

Here's an extract of an entry written by Harry Gell in year 7 entitled 'The Astronaut': 

  

English Department Instagram Page 
Many of you have already followed us at @stbedesenglish which was set up to provide regular 
updates, prompts, communication, revision guides on the story highlights, book recommenda-
tions and examples of great work done by our pupils during this period. Follow us to see what 
we are doing! 

Book Reviews and Recommendations 
We have a list of book recommendations for you on our St. Bede's English website at www.st-
bedesenglish.weebly.com - scroll down towards the bottom of the homepage and click the pink 
box that says 'Recommended Reading'.  

Our students have been keeping us updated with what they are reading at home which is fan-
tastic. Please write book reviews whenever you finish a book and send them over to us to 
share with everyone so we can keep on reading! 

Free Royal Shakespeare Productions to Watch Online 
BBC's Culture in Quarantine have released six RSC Shakespeare productions to watch for free 
online. You can find them on BBC Four and BBC iPlayer. 

Celebrity Lessons Online 
We all know PE lessons are being delivered by Joe Wicks online but did you know that there 
are English lessons with David Walliams, Food Technology with Jamie Oliver and several more? 
Check out this poster for times and links: 
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Keep up-to date with your maths work 
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MFL News 
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Electrons building up- making lightning! 
We were looking at the structure of atoms and the three states of matters. A plasma ball cre-
ates the fourth state of matter, “plasma", using noble gases and a Tesla coil. Students love how 
interactive it is, this was our last lesson before we finished, quite sad. 
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History maker Louisa! 
Louisa Billington has been hard at work at home. Louisa has created a history paper with an 
aged look by using a tea bag. It is a great trick which you could all try at home while you’re 
learning at home. 
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Great work from Mrs Turpin’s class 

  

Mrs Turpin wanted to say: Well done everyone! Keep working hard. Remember….do the work 
that is set each week making sure you write out the questions in full. I’m keeping track of all 
your work so make sure you read your emails!’.  

Year 8 – Africa topic work 
Our Year 8 pupils have been busy working at home on their Kenya projects. Some fantastic 
work has been submitted on life in the Maasai Mara and Nairobi and how this way of life com-
pares to life in the UK.  
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Year 10 Take Away Homework 

  

Robinwood- another great success 
The year 7s enjoyed an exciting, non-stop weekend at Dobroyd Castle this month doing many 
challenging activities at Robinwood. These activities ranged from zip wire, giant swing, caving, 
climbing and canoeing to name just a few. 
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The year 7s were a great bunch to take away and they were a credit to the school. Thank you 
to each and every one of them for making the weekend so enjoyable. 

More photographs can be seen on the school’s Facebook page and on the PE Instagram page - 
@stbedesormskirkpe. 

   

   

English blog 
Here is a collage of what the English dept are reading. 
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Can you guess whose is whose? 

Famous recreations 
This week, Miss Ferries and Mrs Kenny recreated famous art works as part of the Getty Muse-
um's challenge to recreate artworks using things you find in your own home. We would love for 
students and parents to take part by recreating their own famous images and tagging us on 
Instagram!  @stbedesenglish  

Here are our efforts! 
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Student work 
There has been some excellent work from Sophie Orledge, analysing visual imagery in stills 
from films and planning her own short story. 
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Here is Keelan Nicholls' short story based on an image of a shipwreck.  Mrs Kenny asked the 
students to use all the skills they have learned this term to write an engaging and entertaining 
story. Keelan succeeded!  

  

This is Tom Stuart's music video analysis work to prepare for reading symbols in Romeo and 
Juliet. He has clearly grasped the concept of visual metaphor and gone into great depth with 
his analysis! 

  

This is Holly Doran's Romeo and Juliet timeline piece that is now on the English website.  
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What else have our students been learning at 
home? 
Ethan Kumarajeewa has been learning how to bake and it looks like it’s been going very well! 
Keep up the good work Ethan and bring some in when we get back! 
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Isobel Turnbull has been doing the same. Once again, don’t forget to bring some in when 
school returns! 

  

Elizabeth Mills has been baking cakes which have come out really well. 

  

Grace Lamont has excelled herself with these beautiful cupcakes. 
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Leah Jones has whipped up some tasty rock cakes. 

  

Lucy McCluskey has created some lovely fairy cakes. 
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Finally, in the kitchen, Harriet Shepherd has made some very appealing Marble Cake!  

  

Carys Rankin-Mills has been creating wonderful art to go alongside her beautiful poetry. 
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St Bede’s poem of hope for us all to consider 

  

Let us know your news! 
If you are involved in any exciting activities or you have stories of St Bede’s from years gone 
by, please contact school and we can celebrate this in our fortnightly blog. Also if you have a 
relative or friend who you would like our school community to pray for let us know via 
admin@sbchs.co.uk.  

God bless, 

Mr P Denton, Headteacher

mailto:admin@sbchs.co.uk

