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WHAT’S THE LATEST FROM 
ST BEDE’S? 

A new half term has begun 
After the welcome rest of a half term break, we are now in full flow again. Our Year 11 students are 

preparing studiously for their summer exams. We have high hopes for every one of them and the vast 

majority have started this half term with a determination to do well. Our Year 10s are also preparing for 

their English Literature exam and are showing good signs of being successful. Of course there is much 

more to St Bede’s than just lessons and exams. As usual, there is a wealth of other activity that our 

students have been involved in. Please have a read through this week’s blog to see all of our news. You 

can also keep up to date via our Twitter page (@stbedes1957).  

Handball success for Y8 students 
There were excellent performances from St Bede’s at this year’s Lancashire Handball Championships. 

Year 8 girls progressed from the group stage to reach the semi-finals and finished 4th overall.  

Our Year 8 boys were crowned Lancashire Champions after a fiercely contested final. Score was all square 

at 2-2 after extra time. We won a dramatic penalty shoot-out 3-2.  

A massive well done to all year 8 pupils. A fantastic achievement.  
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St Bede’s students hit the slopes 
61 pupils and 8 staff recently visited Les Deux Alpes in France for the annual St Bede’s Ski trip. An 

amazing time was had by all on the slopes, in the hostel and during the night time activities.  

Apart from skiing one of France’s largest mountain ranges, pupils also enjoyed a bowling trip, shopping in 

the town, a laser quest tournament and a go on a rodeo bull as well! 

The pupils were very well behaved and represented the school in a positive manner. It was a brilliant 

experience for the pupils and the staff also really enjoyed the week. 

 

Bede’s students explore the USA 
During half-term, 28 students along with Mr Belger, Mrs Scott, Miss Caldwell and Mr Auon, toured both 

Washington to New York City. Rather than their words, here are some comments from parents about 

their children’s experienced: 

“My daughter had an amazing trip and has loved every minute of it.  Just like her three older siblings who 

still talk fondly about the USA trip, she has made memories that will last a lifetime.” 

 “We don’t know how you managed to fit so much in! Thanks.  It is very much appreciated!” 

“Beautiful memories for them all” 

“My son had an amazing time.  Thanks also for the photos and updates.  He was having too much fun to 

send any!” 

“They have seen and done so much more than we could have imagined.” 

“My daughter had a brilliant time and mad made some amazing memories and friends.” 

“My daughter was absolutely buzzing when she come before she slept for fifteen hours straight!”   

“You have, I’m sure given the kids the confidence to go out and visit the big wide world..” 
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“A massive thanks to Mr Aoun, Mrs Scott, Miss Caldwell and Mr Belger and anyone else involved in 

making the trip happen. The kids had a fantastic time and it’s a trip I know they’ll never forget.  Many 

thanks again.” 

 

CEIAG - Local Business Link 
On Tuesday 3rd March Hayley and Chris from C.C. Gladding Architects in Ormskirk came in to see how 

Year 8 were doing with their sustainable building designs in their geography lessons.  
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“We were glad to take part in this school project. It was encouraging to see the pupils being made aware 

of architecture in general, but more specifically in the area of sustainability and the use of energy saving 

technologies.” 

They have one final task to do though… to pick a winning design from each class! 

One pupil commented; “it was amazing having some real architects in school to support us doing our 

assessment. They asked us questions like What is it? and How is it eco friendly? They were very nice and 

gave us positive advice and sounded very interested in what we were doing.” 

A big thank you to them both and we hope that this is just the start of more links with St Bede’s. 

If you have a local business or know of someone who has that would like to get involved in our 

school/business link program, please get in touch!  

Maths winners are celebrated 
Congratulations to following pupils on their achievements in Maths last half term. 

 

Reading Challenge 
Last half term, our Year 7 Literacy students read an impressive 61 books between 13 students.  Many 

students scored between 90% and 100% on their reading quizzes which shows very secure understanding 

of their chosen books:  Cobey Bellew, Daniel Blow, Amy Buckland-Lane, Ryan Gannon, Harry Hollewell, 

Zack Riley, Joseph Ritson, Heidi Ryan, Jorge Smith and Miller Witter.  As it is World Book Day, we worked 

out that 330,336 words had been read! Thank you to Mrs Oates for encouraging this impressive 

achievement! 
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World Book Day: Tour of World Literature 
Thursday 5th March was World Book Day. Miss Ferries, our literacy coordinator, converted the LRC into a 

tour of the seven continents with literature from authors from a plethora of countries (except in the case 

of Antarctica where we read a memoir about an expedition there!). The main objectives were simply to 

enjoy the extracts and foster a love of reading for leisure.  

Students were invited to peruse the extracts from books from a mixture of male and female authors of 

various races, religions and backgrounds. Brief biographies of the authors were provided along with the 

flags of their countries, encouraging several cross-curricular links with MfL, Geography and History. The 

reading was accompanied by a soundtrack of music from all over the world in various languages for an 

immersive sense to the day. 

Several pupils remarked that this event inspired them to look up these books away from school and to 

investigate literature from other cultures. Thank you to Mrs Cain for her support and wonderful 

enthusiasm for all things book related. 
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Literacy Leaders 
This week has seen the commencement of the 'Literacy Leaders' scheme. Our fantastic group of Year 10 

volunteers have each been assigned a pupil in Year 7 or Year 8 to participate in active reading one 

morning every week during registration (15 minutes).  

The year 10 students will be keeping a reading log for their pupil and be addressing any new words they 

come across each week. Active reading is a very powerful tool in boosting reading ages and overall 

literacy. Above all, we want to promote daily reading for leisure and it is always a bonus to have a buddy 

in an older year group! 

The Launch of the Liverpool Poetry Anthology 
Miss Ferries, an English teacher here at St. Bede's, has been working with a group of Liverpool poets for 

the last twelve months in monthly spoken word events. 'Give Poetry a Chance!' was founded in February 

2019 by a local poet from Maghull named Daniel Cullinan. He and Miss Ferries decided to compile these 

varied verses into a self-published anthology in order to promote the much-welcomed renaissance of 

poetry and to raise money for local homeless people.  

Last week, 'Give Poetry a Chance! The Anthology' was released on paperback with a launch held at The 

Jacaranda in Liverpool. All proceeds of the book are going to Scouse Kitchen, an organisation which 

meets every Wednesday to serve food to homeless people. The love of writing and the skill of analysing 

poetry is actively taught and encouraged here at St. Bede's. If any pupils would like to see their own 

poetry featured in our new student newsletter, please pass them on to Miss Ferries or their English 

teacher! 
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Journalism Club 
Finally, journalism club was launched last week. It will start properly as of Thursday 12th March, every 

lunchtime in the Media room, with the aim to produce a newsletter written by students, for students. 

Several pupils have signed up so far but we would love to see more KS4 students involved! We have a 

local journalist who will be visiting to teach us tricks of the trade and our budding student journalists will 

be scoping out stories, taking photographs and honing their article writing skills. Look out for the first 

newsletter within the next few weeks. 

A word from our Chaplain – Jacinta 

Prayer Line- Let us pray for you. 
During their discussion of Synod theme 3, ‘How we pray together’, our pupil synod group reflected on the 

power of prayer as a comforting and powerful force. Yet they also said that sometimes we pray in 

isolation within the walls of school or Church. When we, or members of our family and friends are 

struggling, ill or in need of help , knowing that people are praying for us is incredibly comforting. We 

know that God responds to our prayers of intercession. This may be something that we as a school 

community and a wider Parish could do for you if you, friends or family members are in need of God’s 

comfort.  

Developing a system where by we can pray for each other , at home, at school and in Church is a 

beautiful way of uniting us and reinforcing the idea that we are one Body in faith. It’s incredibly powerful 

knowing people are praying for us in our need.  

With this in mind , St Bede’s  would like to establish a system by where you as parents and carers of our 

pupils can ask for us to pray for your intentions should you wish.  St Anne’s Church currently invites 

parishioners to share their requests for intercession with a prayer group, who then pray for that person 

or situation. Details and names can be shared but are not required, just an outline of what you wish the 

group to pray for. St Anne’s Church are happy for us to communicate any intercessions to the Prayer Line 

Group, who will then pray for the intention. It is also hoped that the power of prayer and prayer as a 

unifying force can be developed through these links between schools and Churches. A Parish /School 

Prayer Line system, coordinated by school and Parish (Praying for pupils/Families by Parishioners and vice 

versa) is a beautiful way of uniting us and reinforcing the idea that we are one body.  

Should you wish to communicate your intentions, please email e.brown@sbchs.co.uk.  

 

mailto:e.brown@sbchs.co.uk
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Year of The Word 
Our pupils continue to select their favourite pieces of scripture and comment on why it means so much 

to them. 

 “What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such 

faith save them?  Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food.  If one of you says to 

them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about their physical needs, what good is 

it?  In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.” James 2  14-17 

I selected this piece of scripture as it shows the importance of putting our faith into action. Of course 

it’s thoughtful to care and think about one another, however, without doing anything about it, what 

good is it? Is it enough?  People should act as Jesus would and follow through what they ‘say’ with 

caring actions. It’s important for people to care for each other as we are all children of God.  

 Anya Year 10 

Synod 2020- Fourth Synod Theme ‘Building community, nurturing 
belonging.’ 
Our pupil synod group will be reflecting on the fourth Synod theme over the next two weeks before 

coming up with their proposals. You are very welcome to forward your thoughts and ideas on these 

themes to us e.brown@sbchs.co.uk and we will incorporate them into our school proposals.  

Questions which may help you in your proposals 

In Becoming the Church that God is calling us to be: 

• How do we ensure our parishes are inclusive and welcoming? 

• How do we hand on our faith? Can you think of ways to do this better? 

• How can we encourage and support the work of our Catholic schools? 

• How can we support and strengthen the home, school, parish partnership? 

• How do we reach out to those who feel excluded, on the margins, weak, or vulnerable? 

• How do our parishes grow in love for God and service of our neighbour? 

• How can parishes work better together? 

• What will the parish of the future be like—given a realistic look at the numbers of priests and 

people we have? 

These are only a few suggestions - you may have many others. 

A Prayer for Caregivers. 
Father,  

 

We come to pray for those who are ill and for those who are  caring for the sick. It takes a kind and 

selfless heart to care for those who are sick, and so Father we pray for them. We pray that You would be 

their source of rest, their source of replenishment when weary, and their source of hope in such 

overwhelming times. 

Amen. 

mailto:e.brown@sbchs.co.uk


 

HEADTEACHER’S BLOG 

 



 

HEADTEACHER’S BLOG 

 



 

HEADTEACHER’S BLOG 

 

 



 

HEADTEACHER’S BLOG 

 



 

HEADTEACHER’S BLOG 

 



 

HEADTEACHER’S BLOG 

 



 

HEADTEACHER’S BLOG 

 



 

HEADTEACHER’S BLOG 

Time to get baking! 
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What’s on offer at St Bede’s 
Beyond the classroom there is something for everyone at St Bede’s. Those students that fully engage with 

activities in school will always tend to enjoy their time here and come out with a holistic education. 

Please have a look at the programme of events and activities below and encourage your child to get 

involved.  
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Updated PE Extra-curricular timetable 

 

Parking message  
We have had several complaints about parents parking in areas around the school at the end of the day. 

Please could you park carefully to ensure pavements and roads are not blocked. We have issues in front 

of school with parents parking across neighbours’ drives and opposite the buses which causes additional 

congestion. The school is working with Safer Travel in order to find an effective solution.  
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Simple, straightforward behaviour policy adopted 
Around the school we have a clear and more consistent behaviour policy for both staff and students to 

follow. The revised approach has come from discussions amongst staff. It is hoped that this new system 

makes our expectations clearer and allows students to see how they may be rewarded for great work. It 

also explains clearly the steps that will be taken should the learning or safety of any child be disrupted. 

Please speak to your child about this or contact school should you have any questions. As you will see, we 

are asking students to be;  

1. Ready 

2. Respectful 

3. Safe 
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Important notice for parents 
In our continued move to a cashless catering system and due to having no local bank providers, we need 

to reduce the amount of cash brought into school. With effect from Monday 7th January 2019 pupils 

wanting to top up their dining account in school through the revaluer will only be able to use notes; £5, 

£10 & £20.  Coins will no longer be accepted. Our Finance team will not be able to change coins for notes. 

All top ups to pupil accounts can be undertaken via our e-payment method of ParentPay. 

You are able to check your child’s spend and dinner balance using ParentScope which can be accessed 

via; www.lcrltd.com/stbedesormskirk.  

 

Find out more about SEND provision in Lancashire 
If your child has a special educational need or disability you may be interested in finding out more about 

what is on offer in Lancashire to support their needs.  

As their website explains: ‘The Lancashire SEND Partnership was formed following the Ofsted and the 

Care Quality Commission (CQC) joint inspection of our special educational needs and disability (SEND) 

services.The partnership brings together all the agencies in Lancashire which provide the SEND services 

for children, young people, their parents and carers. It ensures everybody can work together to deliver 

the best outcomes for children, young people and their families. 

The report by Ofsted and CQC highlighted a number of significant areas of weakness, which is a concern 

to everyone involved. Since the report was published we have established the SEND Partnership Board 

produced an action plan, made some significant changes to improve key areas of services and recruited 

new people to the team. The Department for Education (DfE) will be holding regular reviews to monitor 

our progress’. In order to access this information and all their latest news visit: 

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/special-educational-needs-and-

disabilities/shaping-send-together/lancashire-send-partnership/  

Let us know your news! 
If you are involved in any exciting activities or you have stories of St Bede’s from years gone by please 

contact school and we can celebrate this in our fortnightly blog. Also if you have a relative or friend who 

you would like our school community to pray for let us know via admin@sbchs.co.uk.  

God bless, 

Mr P Denton, Headteacher 

http://www.lcrltd.com/stbedesormskirk
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities/shaping-send-together/lancashire-send-partnership/
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities/shaping-send-together/lancashire-send-partnership/
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