
 

          19th March 2020 

Key information about school closure 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

General guidance 

Following on from the Government announcement yesterday regarding school closures I enclose more 
information detailing what this means for our school and how we will support our pupils working from home.  

From Monday our school will be closed to everyone except children of key workers and vulnerable children, as 
part of the country’s ongoing response to coronavirus. 

Examples of key workers include NHS staff, police and delivery drivers who need to be able to go to work. 
Vulnerable children include those who have a social worker and those with Education, Health and Care Plans. We 
will also provide support for children who receive Free School Meals. This will include break, lunch and the offer 
of a take home dinner.  

A full list of key workers is expected to be published by the Cabinet office either today or tomorrow.  As soon as 
we have this information we will contact you again.  

Those pupils attending school will come in to school as normal, 8.50am, register in the main hall and then staff 
will facilitate safe spaces and learning throughout the school day. From Friday 20th March 2020, there is no need 
for pupils to come in to school wearing school uniform. We would ask that all parents/carers reiterate to our 
pupils how important keeping their hands sanitised and general hygiene is. We are encouraging pupils to keep at 
least a metre apart from each other at all times.  

Pupils outside of the groups described above must not attend school, this would include turning up to school for 
support or help with work or to ask teachers questions. This must all be done via the admin@sbchs.co.uk email.  

Home Learning 

Work will be set by class teachers weekly for both Key Stages 3 and 4. Each Curriculum Leader will provide a brief 
newsletter outlining expectations of their teams in relation to the content and nature of work that is going to be 
set. We have asked our teachers to keep in regular contact with their classes, this can be done via email and their 
class groups that they are part of in class charts and Office 365. Pupils can access a link to their email addresses 
and class charts via the school website www.sbchs.co.uk following the “Students” tab.  

For the duration of this action teachers will set half termly assessments, as per the Teaching and Learning Policy, 
providing appropriate feedback to these. Assessments may take the form of an online test/quiz, written pieces of 
work, presentations or paper-based tests. For some subjects this may be more difficult, for example Art, Music, 
PE and DT. These staff may ask for pictures, videos or audio to celebrate the home learning that pupils have been 
completing.  

As this time goes on we will continue to send out as many links to online learning platforms as possible, I have 
included some here. We will also ensure that resources will be provided on our website that supports the pupil’s 
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education in response to the Churches Liturgical year, resources pertaining to the celebration of Easter are 
currently on our site.  

If pupils complete work set by staff for that week, we would ask that they do not request further work. Staff will 
have provided work equivalent to the volume of work covered in a normal working week. If work is completed, 
we would suggest pupils learn independently using the sites provided below and other educational resources that 
are available.  

Over the past few days all pupils have been reminded of their ClassCharts and email account usernames and 
passwords. Should they be struggling to access these platforms an email to admin@sbchs.co.uk will enable us to 
address the individual problems that exist.  

If you have no access to a computer at home, please get in touch using the administration email above and we 
will aim to address the issue if we can. As you will appreciate we have limited electronic resources available but 
we can provide paper-based learning.  

Please be mindful of the wellbeing of our staff throughout this period. They will do the best to support your child, 
but at the same time they are under unprecedented pressure like all key workers and families. Questions 
regarding specific work or problems with work can be directed to staff within the hours of 8.50am-4pm and staff 
will aim to respond within 48 hours. We appreciate your understanding with this.  

Home Learning Resources  

Some parents have asked how to best support learning at home. This link, provided by the Scottish Government 
has some excellent tips and ideas. https://education.gov.scot/nih/Documents/fam2-supporting-the-home-
learning-environment.pdf 

We would greatly encourage parents and carers to allow their children time to relax, having breaks both indoors 
and outdoors (keeping in mind the guidance about contact with others) and certainly encouraging them not to be 
spending increased amounts of time using online gaming. Mr Holt has sent pupils a link to Physical activities that 
can take place at home via ClassCharts. 

Resources 

Wellbeing 

In the next few days’ resources relating to pupil and adult wellbeing that have been provided to us by the 
wellbeing charity “Mind” will be available on our school website under the “Pupils” tab. 

Mrs Harris is also sending out resources via Parent Mail that will help parents and carers discuss the Coronavirus 
outbreak with their children.  

For those pupils who are in school Jacinta, our school Chaplain, will be available for any guidance and support that 
may be needed. All staff will work to support each other and our community during this difficult time.  

Liturgical resources 

Our Chaplain, Jacinta, will update the resources relevant to the Liturgical year in the Parents section of our school 

website.  
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Acts of public worship have been suspended, please follow this link for more information 

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/43836-2/ 

Many departments have listed useful websites in their sections of the school website. www.sbchs.co.uk. 
Following the “Curriculum” tab will allow access to this.  

SENECA learning 

www.senecalearning.com 

SENECA learning is an online platform for KS3 and KS4 that will allow pupils to access the suite of subjects 
available in school. It presents pupils with teaching materials and online assessment tasks. Pupils receive feedback 
and additional support on topics they have found more challenging. 

Maths Watch 

https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk/vle/ 

Every pupil has a log in to Maths Watch and they can access work relevant to their stage in their learning.  

English / Drama / Media 

This is website designed by our English department. It contains resources to support KS3 and KS4 pupils. 

www.stbedesenglish.weebly.com 

Literacy intervention 

IDL intervention can be found on the school website, under the “Key information, SEN” tab. 

Science - Kerboodle 

https://www.kerboodle.com/users/login 

All pupils have access to Kerboodle, this is a Science based learning platform. Teachers can set work from here 
and pupils can use the online textbook, videos and resources to support them.  

Other useful Science resources 

https://interestingengineering.com/11-of-the-best-science-websites-for-interactive-learning 
http://www.schoolscience.co.uk/home 
https://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/revision/science/useful-science-websites 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zrkw2hv 
http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/gamesactivities.html 
http://interactivesites.weebly.com/science.html 
https://www.weareteachers.com/best-science-websites/ 
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MFL resources 

www.atantot.com 
This website is wonderful for playing games! It teaches you the words and then tests you on them in a variety of 
ways.  As we have to pay for this website, you will need to log on with these details: Username: bede1, Password: 
9938 
 
Other useful MFL resource 
https://www.memrise.com/ 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects 

https://quizlet.com 

 

Music – Year 10 and 11 pupils 

The year 10 and 11 pupils use a fantastic app for music called music first/focus on sound...they should all have 
their logins  

https://sbchs.musicfirst.co.uk/ 

Food and Nutrition  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/food 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/techniques 
http://www.ccsgsupport.com/Books/DG_171715.pdf 
https://www.foodafactoflife.org.uk/ 
https://www.projectgcse.co.uk/gcse_food 
 

We hope you and your families and able to keep healthy and safe during this challenging period of time.  

 

Kind regards,  

 

 

 

Mr D Morgan 

Deputy Headteacher 
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