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WHAT’S THE LATEST FROM 
ST BEDE’S? 

Almost Christmas time… 
As we say goodbye to November, we are now looking forward to advent. This is indeed a very special 

time at school with celebrations and religious observance in equal measure. During the last two weeks, 

school has once again been a hive of activity. We have had several wellbeing events, sporting successes, 

classroom excitement and much more. Please enjoy this edition of the blog and keep an eye on our 

twitter page (@stbedes1957) for up to date news and events. 

Staff attend high profile awards ceremony 
Mrs Turpin was acknowledged for her great work in careers education with a nomination at the Educate 

Awards. The ceremony was held in Liverpool Cathedral on November 15th. Several staff supported Mrs 

Turpin along with her husband and son. It was wonderful to see her many years of service to the children 

of St Bede’s acknowledged at such a glamorous event. 

 

Laudato Si programme launched 
Laudato Si’ is the name of Pope Francis’ letter on the environment. The phrase means “praise be to you” 

and the title is taken from a canticle (or hymn) written by St Francis of Assisi. St Francis, whose name the 

Pope chose when he was installed as Pope, is the patron saint of the environment. Encyclicals offer 

Catholics guidance from the Pope concerning issues which affect the lives and beliefs of Catholics. In this 
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particular letter, the Pope is not just writing to Catholics, but to everyone who lives on Earth because it is 

our common home. 

We have launched a new leadership programme to celebrate and encourage student leadership within St 

Bede’s. The theme of this award is care for the environment as promoted in Pope Francis’ letter to the 

world. Each student will be able to earn Laudato Si class chart points for various activities and 

involvement in school. We will be using the UN Sustainable Development Goals to reflect on and support 

the Laudato Si Global Student Leadership Award. 

 

Above: Amber Wells from Year 8 with her award winning design for the Laudato Si award. 

Four of our Year 10 GCSE history students delivered a presentation about WW1 to Year 6 classes in St 

Anne’s. This is part of the 110 legacy project that the students have been involved with since coming back 

from the Battlefields tour in October. The students explained about the trenches system, the trench 

conditions, the weapons and the injuries. They also explained about the various battlefields that they had 

visited and the events that took place there over 100 years ago. The presentation finished off with a 

question and answer session between the Year 10 and Year 6 students. Thanks to Josh, Katie, Julia and 

Alfie. 
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Year 7 team win West Lancs tournament 
Our Year 7 football team scooped top prize in a West Lancashire tournament this week. The girls have 

completed all of their matches without defeat. They have been a credit to the school in terms of their 

attitude and application. We really look forward to seeing the team progress in the coming years and 

congratulate them for the first of many successes, we’re sure! 
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Ethan excels at medical school 
Only a few months since receiving his GCSE results, we were delighted to see Ethan Furtado has now 

begun a medical work experience at a local surgery. Ethan joined us in Year 10 and had a very successful 

time at St Bede’s. His hard work and grit have really paid off. We wish him all the very best for the 

remainder of his course at West Lancs College. 

 

Religion through art studied in RE 
Year 8s have been enjoying Religion through Art this week. They researched and gathered their own 

favourite Image of Jesus and articulated their ‘why’. Religion through art allows our students to analyse 

and interpret emotion, biblical stories and artistic interpretation. They are also looking at the work of 

Michelangelo and Rembrandt who feature in their GCSE exam when they reach year 11. They showed 

excellent knowledge and presentation skills throughout this lesson. Well done year 8! 
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Year 10 girls have some life coaching 
This week we were delighted to welcome Lydia McDermott of @LydFit to St Bede’s to speak with a 

number of our year 10 girls. Lydia is a qualified life coach with a wealth of experience working with a 

variety of schools and youth clubs and her passion is to disseminate her very positive message of the 

importance of developing self-worth, self-esteem and confidence at a young age. Our girls gained a great 

deal from this session and we look forward to her return. In addition, we are excited to be welcoming 

Lewis Bailey of @lewisbaileyhealthandfitness who will be joining us to speak to our year 10 boys about 

mindset, resilience and confidence in themselves and their futures. Lewis is also an accredited life coach 

with a wealth of experience in the corporate world and is very excited to disseminate his message in 

schools.  

 

St Bede’s trains other school leaders in wellbeing 
strategies 
Last week we were delighted to be joined by colleagues from a range of educational institutions to 

discuss the importance of staff wellbeing in the workplace. We were joined by staff from St Anne’s PS, Up 

Holland HS, Our Lady Queen of Peace HS, Christ the King HS, Lathom HS, Notre Dame HS, Edmund 

Arrowsmith HS, Ormskirk HS, Maricourt HS and Hope University as well as a number of our own staff 

from St Bede’s. Miss Kelly would like to thank all of those who attended and for sharing their knowledge 

and experience to enhance wellbeing in schools at all levels. It was an engaging, reflective, informative 
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and productive afternoon. 

 

American pop star performs at St Bede’s 
We were delighted to welcome Denis Coleman, US pop star, to St Bede’s last week. Denis is touring the 

UK at venues such as Manchester Academy and various venues across the country. Our Y9 and Y10 

students loved his music and the teachers were amazed by his stage presence and confidence. He is only 

16 but has already achieved much in his music career. He certainly impressed our students and we wish 

him all the very best in the future! 
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KS1 Athletics competition is a big success 
Fifteen primary schools took part in the KS1 athletics event this week. Our sports leaders assisted in 

creating a very successful evening. All the sports leaders are a credit to the school. Thank you to those 

that give up their valuable time to help run such events. It is always a pleasure to welcome so many 

young athletes, many of whom will become St Bede’s students in the future. 
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Self-portraits a hit in arts clubs 
Creative arts club members have been drawing expressive self-portraits using analogous colours. Here 

are a couple of the completed paintings.  
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Zach receives letter from legendary author 
Zach Norbury in Year 7 received an unexpected letter this week, FOUR YEARS after he contacted a very 

famous writer. Jeff Kinney, the American author of the beloved Diary of a Wimpy Kid series of children's 

books, finally got the chance to respond to Zach who had written to him whilst at primary school. 

One of the highlights of the letter is where Mr. Kinney has written: 'It's people like you who inspire me to 

make sure the Wimpy Kid books are as funny as they can be.' We think it is fantastic that our students not 

only love to read but they share their appreciation with the authors and their classmates. Check out our 

excellently stocked LRC for thousands of popular books today!   
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Social media awareness evening for parents 
This last Wednesday night, November 27th, a large group of parents came to school to discuss and learn 

about how we can keep our children safe online. Miss Kelly and Mrs Holt presented the evening. There 

was a great deal of discussion with parents and everyone left a little bit wiser! One thing is certain, we 

must all work together to keep our children safe online.  

 

Red Wednesday celebration in school 
Red Wednesday is a campaign promoted by Aid to the Church in Need and Christian Solidarity Worldwide 

to encourage people to “stand up for religious freedom” by shining red light on prominent landmarks and 

churches, as well as other activities to highlight global religious persecution. We took part in the event by 

wearing red in school, shining bright red lights on our buildings and St Anne’s. We even had sessions in 

lessons looking at the suffering Christians around the world endure due to their faith. 
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Whitechapel collection for the homeless 
Miss Kelly has the following message for our parents, students and staff that collected an incredible 

amount of clothing for the most vulnerable in our society. You can find out more about the work of the 

Whitechapel Centre at: https://www.whitechapelcentre.co.uk/. 

 

 

 

= 

https://www.whitechapelcentre.co.uk/
https://www.whitechapelcentre.co.uk/
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Youth Alive Mass 
Youth Alive Masses are masses by and for young people. 

They take place four times a year: once in Advent, once in Lent, once in July and once in September. 

The next Youth Alive Mass will take place on 1st December at St. Anne’s, Ormskirk at 6:30pm. 
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Year 8 clay cupcakes 
Our year 8 classes have been making clay cupcakes to support their cake project. 

The class made cupcake designs and used the clay process of pinch-pots to produce these cakes. Year 8 

learned different clay and decoration techniques and put them to use in the lesson. These cakes will go 

into the kiln and then they will have a lesson painting and decorating them with glaze. Credit to all the 

classes, as a whole cupcake was made in just a 50 minute lesson! Well done year 8, I can’t wait to see 

how they will look once they're painted. 
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No bah humbug in the English department… 

GCSE Literature Advent cash challenge! 
The English Department will be running a Christmas challenge for our dedicated Year 10 and 11 students 

in December. 

The 12 Days of Christmas Advent calendar challenge offers students the opportunity to hand in a GCSE 

Literature related task each morning for 12 days then receive an exciting cash prize on completion! 

The English Literature challenge begins on Tuesday 3rd December.  Pupils will receive further details in 

classes next week. 

Year 11 will also have their own fantastic Advent opportunities! 
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What’s on offer at St Bede’s 
Beyond the classroom there is something for everyone at St Bede’s. Those students that fully engage with 

activities in school will always tend to enjoy their time here and come out with a holistic education. 

Please have a look at the programme of events and activities below and encourage your child to get 

involved.  
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Science revision begins! 
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Parking message  
We have had several complaints about parents parking in areas around the school at the end of the day. 

Please could you park carefully to ensure pavements and roads are not blocked. We have issues in front 

of school with parents parking across neighbours’ drives and opposite the buses which causes additional 

congestion. The school is working with Safer Travel in order to find an effective solution.  

 

 

Simple, straightforward behaviour policy adopted 
Around the school we have a clear and more consistent behaviour policy for both staff and students to 

follow. The revised approach has come from discussions amongst staff. It is hoped that this new system 

makes our expectations clearer and allows students to see how they may be rewarded for great work. It 

also explains clearly the steps that will be taken should the learning or safety of any child be disrupted. 
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Please speak to your child about this or contact school should you have any questions. As you will see, we 

are asking students to be: 

1. Ready 

2. Respectful 

3. Safe 

Important notice for parents 
In our continued move to a cashless catering system and due to having no local bank providers, we need 

to reduce the amount of cash brought into school. With effect from Monday 7th January 2019 pupils 

wanting to top up their dining account in school through the revaluer will only be able to use notes: £5, 

£10 & £20.  Coins will no longer be accepted. Our Finance team will not be able to change coins for notes. 

All top ups to pupil accounts can be undertaken via our e-payment method of ParentPay. 

You are able to check your child’s spend and dinner balance using ParentScope which can be accessed 

via: www.lcrltd.com/stbedesormskirk.  

 

Find out more about SEND provision in Lancashire 
If your child has a special educational need or disability you may be interested in finding out more about 

what is on offer in Lancashire to support their needs.  

As their website explains: ‘The Lancashire SEND Partnership was formed following the Ofsted and the 

Care Quality Commission (CQC) joint inspection of our special educational needs and disability (SEND) 

services. 

The partnership brings together all the agencies in Lancashire which provide the SEND services for 

children, young people, their parents and carers. It ensures everybody can work together to deliver the 

best outcomes for children, young people and their families. 

The report by Ofsted and CQC highlighted a number of significant areas of weakness, which is a concern 

to everyone involved. Since the report was published we have established the SEND Partnership Board 

produced an action plan, made some significant changes to improve key areas of services and recruited 

new people to the team. 

The Department for Education (DfE) will be holding regular reviews to monitor our progress’. In order to 

access this information and all their latest news visit: 

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/special-educational-needs-and-

disabilities/shaping-send-together/lancashire-send-partnership/  

http://www.lcrltd.com/stbedesormskirk
http://www.lcrltd.com/stbedesormskirk
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities/shaping-send-together/lancashire-send-partnership/
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities/shaping-send-together/lancashire-send-partnership/
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities/shaping-send-together/lancashire-send-partnership/
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities/shaping-send-together/lancashire-send-partnership/
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Let us know your news! 
If you are involved in any exciting activities or you have stories of St Bede’s from years gone by please 

contact school and we can celebrate this in our fortnightly blog. Also if you have a relative or friend who 

you would like our school community to pray for let us know via admin@sbchs.co.uk.  

    God bless, 

    Mr P Denton, Headteacher 

mailto:admin@sbchs.co.uk
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