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WHAT’S THE LATEST FROM 
ST BEDE’S? 

Merry Christmas 
As we complete the longest term of the school year, there has been so much to celebrate at St Bede’s. 

This time of year is always one which brings joy to all of our school community. The Carol Service which 

we celebrated on Monday night was an incredible example of the love, faith and hope that our school 

exudes. We have also had discos, Christmas services, awards assemblies, Christmas dinners and much 

more. This blog captures some of these events, as well as the many other achievements and activities 

enjoyed by our students. As ever, keep up to date with all of our school news via our twitter account 

(@stbedes1957).  

Former student hits the right notes 
Sarah Prescott has gone from strength to strength following her time at St Bede’s. After leaving St Bede’s 

Sarah also achieved the following additional qualifications in her first year at Winstanley College whilst 

studying A Level Music prior to university: 

• ABRSM Grade 5 Music Theory 

• ABRSM Grade 8 Vocals 

Sarah had never done any external music exams before studying both GCSE and A Level music but was so 

determined to succeed that she skipped the prior grades and went straight for the ABRSM Grades 5 and 8 

above and her hard work paid off. 

Sarah, who won the St Bede’s Music Award end of year 2015, has just graduated in Nov 2019, as she did a 

2 year accelerated degree. The course packed 3 years of study into 2 years, resulting in a 1st Class 

honours degree in Music Industry Practice specialising in vocals from the Academy of Contemporary 

Music Guildford. 
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Another fabulous musical term! 

Christmas Carol Service 
Our most beautiful and reflective evening definitely has to be our annual carol service. On Monday 16th 

December, we celebrated the outstanding talents of many pupils and staff here at St. Bede’s. We 

definitely produced a ‘wall of sound’ in St. Anne’s church. Over 180 pupils and staff performed in the 

service which was themed around the True Christmas Gift. 

The church was packed and the congregation held a respectful silence after each item. It was only after 

Mr Denton gave permission did the congregation let rip with applause. The whole service and the pupils 

were definitely an inspiration to me! – A McMurray 
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Carol Service 2019 
On Monday the 16th of December over 150 pupils, 30 members of staff and the community took part in 

our school’s annual carol service at St Anne’s church. After weeks of rehearsals and hard work the service 

was opened by the first performance ‘Son of God’ performed by all of the choirs. Throughout the service, 

students’ individual and group talents were showcased to over 500 parents, families and members of the 

community. The service included stunning performances from the year 10 GCSE drama group, song, 

dancing, the year 7 choir, chamber choir, boys’ group and band and the multiple readers who told us the 

story and the importance of Christmas. The night was closed with a breath-taking performance of ‘Carol 

of the Bells’ once again performed by all choirs. All pupils and staff should be very proud of the hard work 

they have put in to make this night such a success. Special thanks to Mrs McMurray, Jacinta and Sarah for 

all their time and effort they have put towards this and their continued support for the pupils and staff at 

St Bede’s. - Isobel Morgan (Year 11) 

Father Bonafice also emailed in to school to share his appreciation: ‘May I offer to all appreciation for the 

wonderful carol service on Monday. It was truly uplifting and a great preparation for Christmas. Greetings 

to all for the holiday and blessing for Christmas’. 

Peripatetic Music Lessons 
Many of our pupils drown themselves in music; whether it is for pleasure or music exams. We have had 

many successes this term. I would also like to thank all the peripatetic music teachers who have invested 
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lots of time, energy and enthusiasm into our wonderful pupils. Special thanks go to Sarah Monteith 

(singing & piano teacher). Not only is she a fantastic music teacher, but she has been a great support and 

help to myself throughout the year. She is now running the music group/band every Tuesday lunchtime. 

Music Exam success 
Several of our pupils have achieved excellent scores on their recent music examinations: 

• Theo Williams – Grade 8 singing 

• Joanna Thompson – Grade 5 theory 

 

• Isobel Barclay – Grade 2 singing for musical theatre 

• Alex Carroll - Grade 2 singing for musical theatre 

• Alice King – Grade 4 piano 

• Sophie Orledge – Grade 1 piano 

Well done to all the pupils for their hard work and dedication in rehearsing and taking these exams. 

Mrs McMurray & Sarah Monteith 

Red Wednesday 
Our wonderful Faith in Action pupils recently organised fundraising events in school and an Ecumenical 

prayer service in St Anne’s Catholic Church in order to raise awareness of the persecution of Christians, 

people of faith and people of principle around the world. 

A huge £430.23 was raised by pupils and members of the community. 

In partnership with Aid to the Church in Need and Christian Solidarity Worldwide, pupils joined millions of 

Christians around the world for #RedWednesday and organised a range of events in school on the 27th 

November. It is hoped that the event will shine a light on the injustices perpetrated against Christians and 

people of other faith groups. The day’s events culminated in an Ecumenical Prayer Service at St Anne’s 

Church. 
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Noah Marston Yim, a pupil involved in the organisation of the event stated, “All people of any faith and 

none deserve our respect and charity where needed. The campaign we are supporting at St Bede’s is not 

about one religion against another but solidarity with all people who are suffering for their faith.” 

According to the International Society of Human Rights, 80% of religious discrimination worldwide is 

directed against Christians. Discrimination, kidnap, forced conversion, torture and death are realities for 

millions of Christians around the world. 

Evie Maher, a year 8 pupil, said “Realising what is going on around the world to innocent people who 

simply want to express their faith spurred us into action. As young Christians we just wanted to stand up 

for faith and freedom”. 

The prayer service was an ecumenical event and we therefore extended this invitation to all local 

churches. We would like to extend our thanks to everyone in our community who supported the pupils in 

the events of #RedWednesday. We hope this can become an annual event in our local area. Thank you 

also for your generosity as £430.23 was raised. We are overwhelmed by the generosity of pupils and 

members of our community. Thank you. 
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MFL News 
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Eucharistic Ministers 
A huge congratulations to Joseph Guidi, Will Marston , Marcus Ryan and Julia Turkowski who have 

become Ministers of Holy Communion. 

Each year we commission year 10 pupils to act as Eucharistic Ministers in school Masses. This is a sacred 

role within Mass and we are delighted that Joseph, Will, Marcus and Julia have taken the decision to 

become Eucharistic Ministers. They are wonderful role models for our young people. 

 

Season’s greetings from the hockey club! 
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Christmas hampers delivered 
On Thursday the 12th December, the Dream Team along with Miss Keyes, Mrs Crompton and Miss 

Skidmore delivered our annual hampers to the elderly at Moorgate Wellbeing Centre. We made and 

delivered a record breaking 29 amazing hampers and indulged in an afternoon of talking, singing and 

dancing with a number of elderly members of our community. A great experience was had by all and we 

look forward to being able to do it again next year. We would like to extend our sincere gratitude to all 

the members of the school community who showed such generosity with their donations. 

 

Year 10 bake Christmas delights 
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English department winners 
Congratulations to the following students who completed all 12 activities in our English Literature/ 

Language revision advent calendars: 

Year 10: 
1. Dan Towler 

2. Michael Wilson 

3. Hannah Birkett 

4. Anya Hilton 

5. Josh Watt 

6. Annaleise Bennett 

7. Bailey Potter 

8. Julia Turkowska 

9. Bobby Bjork 

10. Robert Knowles 

11. Matthew Sparkes 

12. Tallya Trubshaw 

13. Katie Withers 

14. Harry Middlehurst 

15. Lucie Deakin 

16. Evie Jackson 

Year 11: 
1. Dylan Butler 

2. Mya Fitzgibbon 

3. Tess Grant 

4. David Meadow 

These students have been working hard to complete challenging revision activities which push 

information retrieval, comprehension, language devices and critical thinking. These skills will prepare 

them for their mock exams in January and their external GCSE exams in the summer. 

These pupils have qualified for an Amazon prize voucher which will be issued on their return in the new 

year. Well done! 
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Music Extra-Curricular 
Pupils are working hard at lunchtimes and after school in the music extra- curricular clubs. Their 

enthusiasm and love of music shines through the department every lunchtime during rehearsals and is 

apparent in the rising numbers of pupils in each group. Please see below the activities and numbers of 

pupils in each group. I would personally like to thank each and every one of them for the enthusiasm and 

energy they give to every rehearsal. 

• Monday – Year 7 Choir- 45 pupils 

• Tuesday- Band- 25 pupils 

• Wednesday – Chamber Choir- 21 auditioned pupils 

• Thursday – Boys Group - 22 pupils 

• Friday – Senior Choir- 80 pupils 

Many thanks to staff and governors for their continuing musical support throughout the year. 

Mrs Annemarie McMurray 

(Faculty Leader of Creative Arts) 
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Chaplain’s Reflection. 

“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel.” Matthew 1: 21. 

I always think that this passage from Matthew is one of the most beautiful and comforting pieces of 
scripture we will hear as we celebrate Christmas. Emmanuel means God with us. God always keeps his 
promises. Here the angel explains that this tiny baby, was the Immanuel promised nearly 700 years 
before in Isaiah. This baby is God, this baby is God keeping his promise and coming to live with his people. 
God didn’t send someone to help us; God Himself came to help us. 

But why did he come? Why did the word become flesh and make his home among us? God came down to 
earth so we could really know him, he lived among us to show us the way, to show us how to live, to save 
us from Sin and to show us how to really, really love. 

God never promised our way would be easy, or that his presence with us meant a life of convenience or 
comfort. But he did promise this, over and over in his word and in his very name, He would be with us 
through it all, and would never leave us. 

He alone holds the power to turn around any difficult situation. We simply need to trust him. His very 
name reminds us that he is always near. What a wonderful comfort to each of us, not only at Christmas 
time but always; God is with us always and he always keeps his promises. 

Christmas Blessing 
Loving God, 

We ask for your blessing on all families. 
Let Mary’s openness to your wondrous ways be an inspiration to place in all trust in you. 

Let Joseph’s courage provide hope during times of anxiety and uncertainty. 
Let Jesus’ life ignite all families with a spirit of life and love. 

May the grace that encircled the Holy Family widen to embrace all families this Christmas time. 
Amen. 

Year 8 Bake-Off 
The Y8 bake off went very well this past week. Our students are growing in the confidence and ability 

which is great to see. I hope any of you that received these tasty treats enjoyed them when the children 

brought them home. 
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In other classes, KS3 students have made fruit crumble, mince pie & jam tart during their food lessons. 

 

Graphic design competition is a success 
Year 9 have been emulating the job of a Graphic Designer – their brief was to design and make 

advertising and promotional graphic designs for a cinema based on a film of their choice. On Wednesday 

11th Dec the outcomes were judged by Mr Swettenham and the overall winner was Sofia Cavanagh due 

to the 3D Model and her demonstration of designing. 
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Ex-Head Girl in the news 

 

Year 7 RE Christmas Challenge 
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German and Creative Arts bake off results 
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What’s on offer at St Bede’s 
Beyond the classroom there is something for everyone at St Bede’s. Those students that fully engage with 

activities in school will always tend to enjoy their time here and come out with a holistic education. 

Please have a look at the programme of events and activities below and encourage your child to get 

involved.  

 

 



HEADTEACHER’S BLOG 
 

 

 



HEADTEACHER’S BLOG 
 

 

Science revision begins! 
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Parking message  
We have had several complaints about parents parking in areas around the school at the end of the day. 

Please could you park carefully to ensure pavements and roads are not blocked. We have issues in front 

of school with parents parking across neighbours’ drives and opposite the buses which causes additional 

congestion. The school is working with Safer Travel in order to find an effective solution.  
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Simple, straightforward behaviour policy adopted 
Around the school we have a clear and more consistent behaviour policy for both staff and students to 

follow. The revised approach has come from discussions amongst staff. It is hoped that this new system 

makes our expectations clearer and allows students to see how they may be rewarded for great work. It 

also explains clearly the steps that will be taken should the learning or safety of any child be disrupted. 

Please speak to your child about this or contact school should you have any questions. As you will see, we 

are asking students to be: 

1. Ready 

2. Respectful 

3. Safe 
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Important notice for parents 
In our continued move to a cashless catering system and due to having no local bank providers, we need 

to reduce the amount of cash brought into school. With effect from Monday 7th January 2019 pupils 

wanting to top up their dining account in school through the revaluer will only be able to use notes; £5, 

£10 & £20.  Coins will no longer be accepted. Our Finance team will not be able to change coins for notes. 

All top ups to pupil accounts can be undertaken via our e-payment method of ParentPay. 

You are able to check your child’s spend and dinner balance using ParentScope which can be accessed 

via: www.lcrltd.com/stbedesormskirk.  

 

Find out more about SEND provision in Lancashire 
If your child has a special educational need or disability you may be interested in finding out more about 

what is on offer in Lancashire to support their needs.  

As their website explains: ‘The Lancashire SEND Partnership was formed following the Ofsted and the 

Care Quality Commission (CQC) joint inspection of our special educational needs and disability (SEND) 

services. 

The partnership brings together all the agencies in Lancashire which provide the SEND services for 

children, young people, their parents and carers. It ensures everybody can work together to deliver the 

best outcomes for children, young people and their families. 

The report by Ofsted and CQC highlighted a number of significant areas of weakness, which is a concern 

to everyone involved. Since the report was published we have established the SEND Partnership Board 

produced an action plan, made some significant changes to improve key areas of services and recruited 

new people to the team. 

The Department for Education (DfE) will be holding regular reviews to monitor our progress’. In order to 

access this information and all their latest news visit: 

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/special-educational-needs-and-

disabilities/shaping-send-together/lancashire-send-partnership/  

Let us know your news! 
If you are involved in any exciting activities or you have stories of St Bede’s from years gone by please 

contact school and we can celebrate this in our fortnightly blog. Also if you have a relative or friend who 

you would like our school community to pray for let us know via admin@sbchs.co.uk.  

http://www.lcrltd.com/stbedesormskirk
http://www.lcrltd.com/stbedesormskirk
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities/shaping-send-together/lancashire-send-partnership/
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities/shaping-send-together/lancashire-send-partnership/
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities/shaping-send-together/lancashire-send-partnership/
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities/shaping-send-together/lancashire-send-partnership/
mailto:admin@sbchs.co.uk
mailto:admin@sbchs.co.uk
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    God bless, 

    Mr P Denton, Headteacher 


