
 

HEADTEACHER’S BLOG 

WHAT’S THE LATEST FROM 
ST BEDE’S? 

Our new term begins 
Happy New Year and welcome to the first blog of 2020. We were delighted to welcome the students back 

last week after their Christmas break. Our Year 11 students entered straight into their mock exams and 

the Year 10s have also taken their English Literature mock exam. All students have been hard at work and 

conducted themselves very well during these exams. Our Year 7 students seem like they have been with 

us for much longer than one term. In this blog you can catch up with the events of the first two weeks 

and look forward to an exciting 2020. 

Year 8 Artists design cakes 
In Year 8 the students have been designing, drawing and creating life like cakes. This project has helped 

to refine the skills required for Art GCSE and more importantly, skills that will allow them to enjoy the 

subject in and out of school.  

The cakes have been made by Miss Byrom’s 8W1 and 8E1 classes. I included images of the pupils making 

the clay cakes a few weeks back, and it's great to see the final outcome and progression. 

What's even more impressive is, these pupils have had only one 50 minute lesson to make the clay cakes 

and one 50 minute one to glaze them before they entered the kiln.  

As you can see the cakes have turned out great and the pupils are even more excited that they can take 

them home to gift to their parents. 
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Pupil Synod Voice 
A huge thank you to our pupils who are involved in our St Bede’s Pupil Synod Voice group. The purpose of 

this group is to allow our pupils to play an active role in Synod 2020 allowing them to think about and 

offer suggestions about how we can become the Church God wants us to be. 

 They have been reflecting upon and discussing their responses to the Synod Themes “All called and 

gifted by God” and “Sharing the Mission of Jesus.” As ever, their responses were thoughtful, illuminating 

and will help to inform the way we intend to respond to the synod themes as a school. The next theme 

they will be responding to is how we can build community and nurture belonging.  

The pupils would like to share their responses with you. We would also like to invite you as parents and 

carers to forward any ideas that you may have with regard to these Synod themes. The more voices the 

better! Further information regarding Synod 2020 can be found at www.synod2020.co.uk.  

 

 

http://www.synod2020.co.uk/
http://www.synod2020.co.uk/


 

HEADTEACHER’S BLOG 

Maths wall of achievement 
Mr Gillon shared the names of our maths students who made it on to the maths achievement wall. Well 

done to all of these students.  

 

How can we help our children respond to the news in a 
Christian way?  
Our children are bombarded with news stories and images and at times it can be difficult to know how to 

help them respond to social, political and environmental issues. As part of their collective worship, form 

tutors lead reflection and prayer on specific news events as the occur.  The purpose of this is to ensure 

that our children don’t just consume the news in a complacent, detached way, but rather respond to it in 

a compassionate, caring, Gospel rooted manner. 

We would like to share this resource with you and perhaps, at home, you might like to refer to it as a 

means of discussing news events as they occur. It’s a working document and is updated fortnightly. The 

power points and news clips will be available on the new up and coming website page ‘values and ethos.’  

Peace Sunday 19th January 
Within the Catholic Church, this Sunday is known as Peace Sunday. This special day reminds us of the 

need to be witnesses to peace around our community and the world. 

“While you are proclaiming peace with your lips, be careful to have it even more fully in your heart. “– St 

Francis  of Assisi 
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Laudato Si Year 8 Workshop 
We have been fortunate to have a composer working with our students. Jonathan is a musician and 

composer who is working with students in various year groups to compose an anthem for the Laudato Si 

Global Student Leadership Award. Jacquie, from Liverpool World Centre, conducted a workshop with 

some Year 8 pupils exploring the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals. 
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MFL News 

 

Calling all linguists          
Why not sign up to one of the vocabulary learning websites suggested below? These can be downloaded 

as apps to use on portable devices and are very popular as learners can set their own recommended 

learning time per day (say, 5 minutes).  
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Regular practice really will improve your understanding and acquisition of vocabulary, will improve 

pronunciation, listening and spelling. If you like the challenge of beating your peers, you will enjoy the 

MEMRISE leader board! 

You can also access these websites in school, if you are unable to do so at home, and furthermore, we 

can assist you!  If you are below the age of 13 you will require parental permission to set up an account 

on either Quizlet or Memorise. 

These websites are also excellent for adults wanting to learn a new language, or to brush up on existing 

language skills! 

Here are the links depending on your year group. See a member of the MFL department if you get stuck. 

 

Year 7 Franco-German Quiz 
Our annual Year 7 language and cultural quiz will take place this half term. All pupils in Year 7 will be 

taking part and there are some fabulous prizes to be won! Payment for the quiz may be made via 

Parentpay. Thank you to those who have already paid. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 9 Linguists 
With option choices on the horizon, we wanted to share the following information reported in The Times 

on 10th April 2019, ‘Demand for linguists has risen by 2.7 per cent since 2016 among employers’. 

The managing director of Indeed recruitment consultancy said, ‘Many UK employers who require 

multilingual staff are becoming increasingly unsettled as a perfect storm brews: fewer and fewer linguists 

are emerging from our education system just as Brexit uncertainty looks to be deterring workers 
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relocating here from the EU. English is a global language, but that cannot always offset the need for 

fluent speakers of other languages. While the UK market clearly continues to offer many opportunities 

for those with additional language skills, there is a danger of a shortfall emerging as insufficient supply 

butts up against rising demand.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ideal homes in German 
Year 8 have been learning how to describe their ideal homes – some of which sound very luxurious! They 

have also been learning about the beautiful châteaux of France in both the Loire and the Languedoc 

regions and have learned something about French history, from the Hundred Years War to the French 

Revolution! 
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Who dunnit – French Cluedo! 
Year 8 linguists play a classic board game, in French! 

What better way to while away the wintry days than by playing a good old game of Cluedo! Our Year 8 

were caught on camera using their skills of deduction to solve the murder! 

 

Theatre company on their way 
We are excited to shortly be hosting the Onatti Productions theatre company  

Year 8 will be watching a French play and Years 9,10 & 11(Germanists) will be watching a German play. 

These plays are written especially for learners of MFL and are always very interactive and funny.  

Payments to help fund these productions can be made on Parentpay – thank you to those who have 

already paid. 
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Miss Skid-no-more!  
Miss Skidmore is now Mrs Glover. She celebrated her wonderful day with staff and also students who 

sang at the event. We wish Mr and Mrs Glover the very best for their married life together. Mrs Glover 

had this to say, ‘Last year I invited the chamber choir to sing at our wedding. After hearing their beautiful 

voices in assemblies, mass and services over the past few years I just knew that they would make an 

amazing day even better. They were that incredible that I even got a little emotional when they started to 

sing ‘The Lord is my Shepherd’. Our friends and family could not have been more complimentary about 

the choir. We really appreciate that the pupils and staff sacrificed a few hours of their Christmas holidays 

(and it was Molly’s birthday) to represent our wonderful school. Also, a massive thank you to Mrs 

McMurray and Sarah Monteith who did an amazing job conducting and playing alongside the girls. Thank 

you so much’.  
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MFL Book of the Week 

 

Prayer for Peace. 
Blessed are you peacemakers 

who say no to war as a means 

to peace. 

Blessed are you peacemakers 

who offer hope and healing. 
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Blessed are you peacemakers 

who care and comfort. 

Blessed are you peacemakers 

who help find answers. 

Blessed are you peacemakers 

who welcome, encourage and 

inspire. 

Blessed are you peacemakers 

who see the good in others. 

Blessed are you peacemakers 

who never give up. 

Fr Paul Milanowski (adapted) 

What’s on offer at St Bede’s 
Beyond the classroom there is something for everyone at St Bede’s. Those students that fully engage with 

activities in school will always tend to enjoy their time here and come out with a holistic education. 

Please have a look at the programme of events and activities below and encourage your child to get 

involved.  
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Parking message  
We have had several complaints about parents parking in areas around the school at the end of the day. 

Please could you park carefully to ensure pavements and roads are not blocked. We have issues in front 

of school with parents parking across neighbours’ drives and opposite the buses which causes additional 

congestion. The school is working with Safer Travel in order to find an effective solution.  

 

 

Simple, straightforward behaviour policy adopted 
Around the school we have a clear and more consistent behaviour policy for both staff and students to 

follow. The revised approach has come from discussions amongst staff. It is hoped that this new system 

makes our expectations clearer and allows students to see how they may be rewarded for great work. It 

also explains clearly the steps that will be taken should the learning or safety of any child be disrupted. 
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Please speak to your child about this or contact school should you have any questions. As you will see, we 

are asking students to be;  

1. Ready 

2. Respectful 

3. Safe 

Important notice for parents 
In our continued move to a cashless catering system and due to having no local bank providers, we need 

to reduce the amount of cash brought into school. With effect from Monday 7th January 2019 pupils 

wanting to top up their dining account in school through the revaluer will only be able to use notes; £5, 

£10 & £20.  Coins will no longer be accepted. Our Finance team will not be able to change coins for notes. 

All top ups to pupil accounts can be undertaken via our e-payment method of ParentPay. 

You are able to check your child’s spend and dinner balance using ParentScope which can be accessed 

via: www.lcrltd.com/stbedesormskirk.  

 

Find out more about SEND provision in Lancashire 
If your child has a special educational need or disability you may be interested in finding out more about 

what is on offer in Lancashire to support their needs.  

As their website explains: ‘The Lancashire SEND Partnership was formed following the Ofsted and the 

Care Quality Commission (CQC) joint inspection of our special educational needs and disability (SEND) 

services. 

The partnership brings together all the agencies in Lancashire which provide the SEND services for 

children, young people, their parents and carers. It ensures everybody can work together to deliver the 

best outcomes for children, young people and their families. 

The report by Ofsted and CQC highlighted a number of significant areas of weakness, which is a concern 

to everyone involved. Since the report was published we have established the SEND Partnership Board 

produced an action plan, made some significant changes to improve key areas of services and recruited 

new people to the team. 

The Department for Education (DfE) will be holding regular reviews to monitor our progress’. In order to 

access this information and all their latest news visit: 

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/special-educational-needs-and-

disabilities/shaping-send-together/lancashire-send-partnership/  

http://www.lcrltd.com/stbedesormskirk
http://www.lcrltd.com/stbedesormskirk
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities/shaping-send-together/lancashire-send-partnership/
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities/shaping-send-together/lancashire-send-partnership/
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities/shaping-send-together/lancashire-send-partnership/
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities/shaping-send-together/lancashire-send-partnership/
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MFL Resources for home 
FOR ALL PUPILS: 

www.atantot.com  (lots of games) 

username : bede1  password: 8089 

www.language-gym.com (grammar exercises) 

Year 10 and 11 

French 

https://www.memrise.com/group/2722/ 

https://quizlet.com/join/RgKdt4nsN 

German 

https://www.memrise.com/group/2725/ 

https://quizlet.com/join/SvhBarzGp 

Year 9 

French 

https://www.memrise.com/group/2731/ 

https://quizlet.com/join/HGuFNyCrU 

German 

 https://www.memrise.com/group/4442/ 

https://quizlet.com/join/t3CbPn9r5 

Year 8 

French 

https://www.memrise.com/group/4441/ 

https://quizlet.com/join/RawPZYray 

Year 7 

German 

https://www.memrise.com/group/2729/ 

https://quizlet.com/join/mJc2mW88M 

 

http://www.atantot.com/
http://www.atantot.com/
http://www.language-gym.com/
http://www.language-gym.com/
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https://www.memrise.com/group/2725/
https://www.memrise.com/group/2725/
file://///stbedes.sch/shares/Private/Modern%20Foreign%20Languages/Head%20Teachers%20Blog/HT%20BLOG%202019%20-2020/https
file://///stbedes.sch/shares/Private/Modern%20Foreign%20Languages/Head%20Teachers%20Blog/HT%20BLOG%202019%20-2020/https
https://quizlet.com/join/SvhBarzGp
https://quizlet.com/join/SvhBarzGp
https://quizlet.com/join/SvhBarzGp
https://quizlet.com/join/SvhBarzGp
https://www.memrise.com/group/2731/
https://www.memrise.com/group/2731/
https://www.memrise.com/group/2731/
https://www.memrise.com/group/2731/
https://quizlet.com/join/HGuFNyCrU
https://quizlet.com/join/HGuFNyCrU
https://quizlet.com/join/HGuFNyCrU
https://quizlet.com/join/HGuFNyCrU
https://www.memrise.com/group/4442/
https://www.memrise.com/group/4442/
https://www.memrise.com/group/4442/
https://www.memrise.com/group/4442/
https://www.memrise.com/group/4442/
https://www.memrise.com/group/4442/
https://quizlet.com/join/t3CbPn9r5
https://quizlet.com/join/t3CbPn9r5
https://quizlet.com/join/t3CbPn9r5
https://quizlet.com/join/t3CbPn9r5
https://quizlet.com/join/t3CbPn9r5
https://quizlet.com/join/t3CbPn9r5
https://www.memrise.com/group/4441/
https://www.memrise.com/group/4441/
https://www.memrise.com/group/4441/
https://www.memrise.com/group/4441/
https://quizlet.com/join/RawPZYray
https://quizlet.com/join/RawPZYray
https://www.memrise.com/group/2729/
https://www.memrise.com/group/2729/
https://quizlet.com/join/mJc2mW88M
https://quizlet.com/join/mJc2mW88M
https://quizlet.com/join/mJc2mW88M
https://quizlet.com/join/mJc2mW88M


 

HEADTEACHER’S BLOG 

Let us know your news! 
If you are involved in any exciting activities or you have stories of St Bede’s from years gone by please 

contact school and we can celebrate this in our fortnightly blog. Also if you have a relative or friend who 

you would like our school community to pray for let us know via admin@sbchs.co.uk.  

    God bless, 

    Mr P Denton, Headteacher 

mailto:admin@sbchs.co.uk
mailto:admin@sbchs.co.uk

